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“Do You See What | See?”

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you sign The virgin will be with child and will
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel$aiah 7:14

“When the angels had left them and gone into heabenshepherds said to one another,
‘Let’'s go to Bethlehem andeethis thing that has happened which the Lord hasemad
told us about.” Luke 2:15

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismgour servant in peace. For my
eyes haveseenyour salvation, which you have prepared in singht of all people...”
Luke 2:29-31a (Simeon as he held the Christ Child)

“On coming to the house, thegwthe child with his mother Mary, and they bowed dow
and worshiped him.” Matthew 2:11 (The Magi)

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutherarré®hand School,
Greetings in the name of our coming Lord and Savior

As you will soon realize from other items in tmewsletter, our theme for this
year's Advent and Christmas season is a line fromather new but very popular
Christmas carol; “Do you see what | see?” Theck/in the carol as do the Scripture
verses above remind us that there is somethingdadaring this wonderful time of the
year.

There will be of course much to see during thisyéxd and Christmas time. In
fact the major stores began to put out things ®tausee back in October. Stores and
other businesses depend on this time of the yearate their needed profits. Therefore
they work hard at making sure you see what they lawoffer. Through their colorful
and frequent TV and newspaper ads they call oybtiosaying; “Do you see what | see?”

Children find themselves all excited about thigses, as they make suggestion to
parents and lists for Santa. Through the TV adsediat their interest, they are well
aware of what the latest toys and gadgets are.wigpthat Santa and their parents need
all the help they can get this time of the yeaildcen readily say to their parents; “Do
you see what | see?”



For me, one of the wonders of this time of therysdahe Christmas decorations
which brighten up homes, city streets and busirses#eld to the lights and decorations
the sounds of Christmas and you can’t help but;l{®ar you see what | see?”

There truly is much to see during this excitingdiof the year. In fact from a
Christian point of view, perhaps there is too mtzlsee. | say too much, because often
the very thing our theme and the song from whichoitnes, “’Do You Hear What |
Hear?” is pointing to, is the very reason for @llthis excitement in the first place.
Without the birth of Christ Jesus, there would lbeGhristmas and certainly much less
for the human eye to see. Sometimes the hearho§t@®as is obscured by everything
else we have made Christmas to be.

As we begin this holy time of the year on thetfsinday in Advent on December
2" we are reminded that the first Christmas wasra Béristmas. There was not all the
distractions which we so often obscure the Chrlatddn Bethlehem’s manger. And so
Advent seeks to bring us back to reality, remindisghat soon we will have to part with
all of those distractions which get in way of owesg and worshiping with sincere
hearts and minds, the newborn King. During Advera time for preparing to worship
the Christ Child - God’s Word will be asking us;8you see what | see?”

Everyone who saw the Christ Child in the aboveliregs from Scripture, were
overjoyed and realized God’s love and salvatiofope that you will take advantage of
our many worship opportunities which are designedhélp you see the Heart of
Christmas, Christ Jesus. | want you to truly séatw see, our only hope for the future
and our true source of joy and peace. | want youuly see what | see, so that you too
will say, “Do You See What | See?”

Judy and | wish you all the blessings of this werfid Advent and Christmas
season!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor

Deadline for the January 2008 Vine will be December 10, 2007
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By the time this article is printed in the VINE. Consecrated Stewards Sunday and
Thanksgiving Day will have passed.

We hope and pray, that more and more we make better stewards out of
ourselves. We need to be reminded that we are stewards of everything that
God has blessed us with. We must first recognize that He is the owner of
everything and everyone on earth. Recall for a moment what the psalmist says,
“The world and everything in it belongs to God, the earth and all, who live in it”
PS 28:1.

You might say that everything is on loan from God. We have homes, cars and a
great deal of wealth, while we have a journey here on earth. When our Creator
calls us to eternal rest all of “our” wealth goes to some one else. Other people
acquire it, but only for a little while.

From the very beginning we have been trustees of His property. What kind of job
have you done? You know, your time, talent, relationships and resources that
God has blessed you with. Our Creator has entrusted us with caring and
managing all of these gifts. Have you been good stewards? We have made
calls for you, help you with your time and talents. You know we have important
positions that aren’t getting filled. You know we have monetary needs to support
to support the mission. People have told me they are holding back envelope
donations because they don’t like some people and the way “my money is being
spent.” They don’t understand that all things are on LOAN from God.

We just celebrated Thanksgiving. Aren’t you thankful for the blessings God has
showered on you. Every time you see the word Thanksgiving , you might
superimpose the word, Thanksliving over it.

May he grant it for Jesus’ sake.

Stewardship Committee

Deadline for the January 2008 Vine will be December 10, 2007



St, George A military tribune and martyr and tradit  ionally the patron saint of
England. ( 275-281-April 23, 303 was asoldier of the Roman Empire who was venerated as
a martyr. Saint George is one of the most venerated sailmsnortalised in the tale ofceorge
and the Dragon he is one of the-ourteen Holy Helpersand is thepatron saintof Aragon,
Canada Catalonia, England, Ethiopia, Georqgia Greece Monteneqgrqg Portugal, Serbig
Russig and Palestine as well as the cities gbenog Beirut, Ljubliana, Freiburg, Ferrara and
Moscow as well as a wide range of professions, orgarimas and disease sufferers.

English, Greek and Russian Christians celebrate 23 April as St. George’s Day.
For Lutherans...it may come as a surprise to learn that Germans living in London
founded St. George’s Lutheran Church in 1762. This congregation has the
distinction of being the first Lutheran church in Britain to use the English
language in its services...

For most people today, St. George is a shadowy figure who fought and killed
some fictitious dragon. The real St. George of ancient christendom is
enshrouded by the realm of fantasy....Legend has it that the city of Silene in
Libya was besieged by a fierce dragon. Instead of trying to destroy the dragon,
the king tried to appease the beast with sheep and goats. Such fare only
increased the size and appetite of the fearsome creature. After all concessions
failed, the king decided to offer the princess-his own daughter-as a sacrifice.
According to the legend, as the unfortunate girl was awaiting her fate, George
came riding by, armed with a lance and a short broad-bladed Roman sword. He
killed the dragon, and the life of the princess was spared.

As an allegory, it shows up in the lie in the willingness of some churchmen who
imagine that “the old evil foe” can be assuaged through concessions—even
endless discussions! Confessional Lutheran do well to remember that Satan
thrives on compromise.

History suggests that George was born in Lydda, south-west of Joppa, in
Palestine. His father served as a high-ranking officer in the Roman army at the
time of Emperor Diocletian. His mother was a woman of means who owned
property in the valley or plain of Sharon. The badge of the family was Rose of
Sharon. Being a patrician, George was destined to follow his father into a
military career; by the age of 21 he had served in campaigns in Egypt and
Persia.

According to The Martyrdom and Miracles of St. George-ascribed to Bishop
Theodotus of Ancyra—George finally became tribune of the Imperial Guard. This
brought him into contact with the emperor. Like some of his predecessors,



Emperor Diocletian thought of himself as a god. He saw Christians who
confessed Jesus Christ as Lord as a threat to his ambitions. The years 303-304
proved to be a harrowing time for the Christian church. The Christian historian
Eusebius presents a vexed picture of the suffering of believers under Diocletian
and ruthless General Galerius. Because of his association with the emperor, and
also Galerius, under whom he had served during the Persian campaign, George
set out on a mission to appeal for clemency on behalf of his fellow-Christians.

Friends begged George not to go, for his own safety’s sake. He replied “If you
are alive and hear that | am dead, do me the kindness, for Christ’s sake, to take
my bones to my native city and bury them there.” George set out on his mission
to Nicodemia, accompanied by his servant Passicrates. Because of the killings
of Christians in Britain—many of them Roman soldiers—George had by this time
resigned from the army.

An Account of events, written by Passicrates, is kept in the Bodleian Library in
Oxford. There is a translation in the British Museum. Passicrates confirms
George’s bold confession, and his appeal for the cessation of persecution. In the
name of Jesus, George dared to warn the emperor of the consequences of
tyranny.

Without compassion, Diocletian had him incarcerated, tortured, and starved and
beaten. He was later tried by Galerius, After confessing his faith, George was
beheaded on Good Friday, 23 April 303AD...

As thousands of Christians in the fourth century perished under the emperor,
Diocletian, he sank a medal and built a column to celebrate his triumph. On the
column he engraved, Extincto Nomine Christianorum-The name of Christ had
been extinguished. What self-deception!

Diolcletian and Galerius died and were soon forgotten. St. George is with Christ
(Rev.7:14), but his name and confession against idolatry and evil continue to stir
many Christian hearts and churches across the earth.

“His lofty honour strews in the whole wide world”) Venantius Fortunatus, 530-
609)

“St. George, Dragon Slayer or Confessor?” by Bruce Willmot Adams.
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Christmas Poinsettias Order Form

I/We would like to order poinsettias.
Please use the following when you publish this gift.

In Memory of:

In Recognition/honor of:

By:

Additional order forms may be found in the narthex or at the table. Cut out and return to the church office or
put in an envelope and place in the offering plate.




Having so many activities going on during this school year has our heads
spinning! We had a great time at the Silly Circus, whooped it up at the Ho Down
Dance, and even cleaned out our closets to make room for those "Santa gifts".
We shopped 'till we dropped, until we ran out of money. Thanks to the PTL we
saved time and avoided all those Mall crowds!

On the scholastic side, we had the opportunity to see our progress on the report
cards and parents could communicate with all the teachers.

Then it was time to count our blessings. Thanksgiving gave us some time off to
relax with family and friends.

Our "Town Meeting", on November 28th, demonstrated how hard we have
worked on our theme projects. Kindergarten showed us what life in the jungle
was like, and they serenaded us with "jungle music" Grade 2 had us digging for
dinosaurs, hatching dinosaur eggs, and living in the past! Third Grade took us
deep into the rain forest, swinging on vines, collecting bamboo, and chattering
with monkeys. The third grade students are experts in Rainforest animals,
insects and layers.

Mr. Smolka has been making expert use of the inter-active Smart Board, and
computers.

Mrs. Dunlap has taken on "Chapel" duties, and is preparing the students for our
annual Christmas Concert on December 20th.
Don't forget about Barnes and Noble Days-December 12,13 and 14. Breakfast
with Santa -December 15th and our Christmas Fair held December 7th.
Thanks to everyone who gave their time, money and effort.
Have a Blessed Holiday!

Mrs. Palisay

Please note the deadline for the January Vine, must be
submitted no later than December 10th before 12:00P M.
Due to the amount of material that must be handled-no exceptions
can be made. Thanking you all in advance for
your kind cooperation. Please email articles to
churchoffice@stjohnslutheransi.org

Church Office Hours 9 am-2 pm




C Learn Beyond Bnuudm iex '

New }nr k

Concordia College is proud of its Lutheran heritage and
wants you to be too!

50% OFF

LUTHERAN STUDENT

TUITION

For fall 2008 prospective students*
Call the Office of Administration today at
800.YES.COLLege for more information!

*In order to qualify for Lutheran Awards, you must be a Lutheran member in good standing for at
least one year, submit a pastor letter of recommendation, and meet academic criteria.

Freshman students must have a min. 1000 SAT (critical reading/math combined) or a minimum
22 ACT (composite).

Transfer students must have a min. 3.0 cumulative GPA & 28 transferable credits.
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Telephone Care Ministry Ready to Debut

The Board of Elders is pleased to announce thedtom of a new ministry
— Telephone Care Ministry for service in St. Johigheran. The goal of
the new ministry is simply to care and encouragbe purpose of this new
ministry is to let the individual or family know was a church family are
concerned about them and their needs.

This ministry group has been trained, provided vatihandbook and will
officially begin their ministry on December®.l This ministry will be
especially concerned with those members who havéeen in worship at
St. John’s Lutheran for two consecutive weekendéey will also place
calls to those known to be ill, shut-in and mougnihe death of loved ones.
Again the purpose is to encourage and express gonce

Members of this ministry team are: Jean Crissonple Decker, Irene
Olsen, Mildred Wangler, and Dorothy Winter.

Please keep this ministry and the members seiminygur prayer. If you
have questions, please contact one of the Eldd?Pastor Lohmeyer.
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A big thank you to all who participated in the Jimmy Max fundraiser. We
received a check in the amount of $650.00.

Friday-December 7 - 9 am-2 pm Christmas Fair in the School Gym . Anyone
interested in helping please call chairperson Lori Chierchio at (917) 748-4826 or
co-chair Tammy Langer at (917) 816-6105

Wednesday-December 12 M-Please join us after chapel as we welcome author
and former S.1. dietitian Ruth Sundback. She will be explaining her book “Where
does my food go” to pre-schoolers through 4™ graders. Her book in both soft and
hard cover will be available for sale and for signing. She graciously will be
making a donation to the school for every book that is purchased. All are
welcome.

Saturday-December 15 "-9:30am-11:30am in the School Gym . Breakfast with
Santa. We will be having a collection of toys for the “Toys For Tots” organization.

Wednesday-December 19 M-Mrs. Englehart will be explaining a “Traveling art
exhibit by Henri Rousseau” after chapel. Please join us as we look forward to
this educational artistic experience.

() (
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Our annual Christmas Program is Thursday, December 6", at 7:30
pm, in the church basement.

We celebrate the greatest gift of Christ-mas, our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

Please join us in singing the carols of the season and enjoying
fellowship over yummy refreshments.

Blessings in Jesus

Joan Mohlenhoff
Secreatry
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Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary
Donna Hermann 11 Ed & Pat Long
Holly Olivieri
Walter Francis
Patricia Long
Peter D’Adamo

Flo Karl
Fred Bock
Bill Van Camp
Giving Page December 2007
Expansion Fund.............coooiiiiiiiii e $206.00
September (to date) Gross Plate Offerings.......... ...... $8,061.00

Memorials to:

Dec. 3-Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia
Dec. 4John of Damascus
Dec. 6Nicholas, Bishop of Myra
Dec. 7Ambrose, Bishop of Milan
Dec. 13Lucia, martyr
Dec. 17Paniel and the Three Young Men, prophets
Dec. 19Adam, patriarch, and Eve, matriarch
Dec. 20Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church
Dec. 21St. Thomas, Apostle
Dec. 24€Christmas Eve
Dec. 25-The Nativity of our Lord
Dec. 26Stephen, Deacon & Martyr
Dec. 28The Holy Innocents, martyrs
Dec. 29bavid, prophet

14
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winter

cold

food

dinner
reindeer
santa

hot chocolate
ice skating
presents

no school
vacation
trees
decorations



I [2 |3 4 |5 6 |7 |8
5 10
11 12 13 14
15 16 17
18 19 20

21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28
.29 30 31 32

L 34 35
36 37
38 39 40

ACROSS -1 Breach 4 Exclamation of disgust 6 Not good 9 Second son of
Adam and Eve 10 Lubricate 11 Permit 12 Monetary unit of Burma 14 Convent
dweller 15 Yellow cheese coated with red wax 17 In a cocked position 18 Shelter
20 Hasten 22 One of the Leeward Islands 24 Involuntary muscular contraction 26
Indian dish 29 Satan 31 Bird of peace 33 Room within a harem 34 Long period of
time 35 Bleat of a sheep 36 Too 37 Obstructs 38 Golfers mound 39 Printer's
measures 40 Cereal grass

DOWN- 1 Physician 2 In bed 3 Flower segment 5 Spanish painter 6 Cluster 7
Bay in N Egypt 8 Lair 13 Bitterly pungent 16 Adult males 19 Strange and
mysterious 21 Violin 23 Sorrowful 25 Discontinue 27 Pertaining to a lobe 28
Tantalize 30 Rich soil 32 Alter 33 Cereal grass
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1 2 3 4 5 & 7 8 9 10 11 [12
13 14 15
16 17 18
19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26
27 23

20 |30 |31 -32 33 34 38
30 40
41 -42 43 44
I - - 43-
49 50 51 52 53

54 55
56 |57 58 59 60 61
62 63 6
65 66 67

ACROSS

1 State in the central United StateSupport® Coarsely ground corb3 Not 14 Money
handlerl5 Ten decibeld 6 German Mrsl7 Robberyl8 Festive occasiof0 Insect22
Kidnap 25 Expert27 Average28 North American natio29 Profane expressids2
Sponsorshif35 Typographical erroB9 Arrogate40 Rough-edged 1 Bristle 42 Father44
Verge45 Contend47 It is 49 Shooting stabl Augur of ancient Rom&4 Consumed6
Image58 South American ruminar®0 Free from bia$2 Knock vigorously63 Repeat4
Oxlike African antelop&5 Capital of Yemer66 Former Russian rule&/ Clan

DOWN

1 Below 2 Lever for rowing3 Uncultivated countryt Exclamation of contemi
Seaward Gossip7 Chest8 Become firm10 Manila hemp plant1 Honey12 Braid 19
Wood sorreR1 Passenger vehicRS Lift up 24 Fur hunte25 Republic in central Europe
26 Corpulence29 Roman goddess of plendp Part of verb to b&81 9th letter of the
Hebrew alphabe?3 7th letter of the Greek alphat#t Frozen wateB6 10th letter of the
Hebrew alphabe?7 Hog 38 Lyric poem43 Blast of a trumped6 Electrically charged
atom48 Exclamation of contempt9 African musical instrumerfO Literary devices2
Sandy bathing bead8 African ground squirreb4 Mountains55 Islamic chieftairb7
Vulgar, ill-bred fellow58 Permit59 Donkey61 Tavern

17
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Ever wonder why we have the Season of Advent? W#hgven have a Church Year and
as Lutherans follow the Church’s calendar? Theeeanumber of reasons and, however, a
discussion of why a Church calendar will have tmeaat a latter date. Today since the Season
of Advent is just around the corner, | want to dscthis important portion of the Church Year.

Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, is a selason often swallowed up by the
world’s commercialism. In much the same way, tbassn of Christmas, the twelve days from
Christmas to Epiphany on January 6, is also logeaple return to “business as usual.”

The word “Advent” means “coming.” Christians foNothe Church Year and the
Church’s calendar and thereby each year rehedrsestdry of salvation revealed in the gift of
God’s only Son, Christ Jesus. Advent is the bagmmf the Church Year and begins with a
focus on the promised second coming of Christ.

The Season of Advent has evolved over the yeaostire four week season we now
observe. When the Christian Church began, the ymav began in spring following Jewish
customs. Over time, however, observances changeédhe celebration of Christ's birth was
moved to a midwinter celebration and the beginmihg new year. By the™or 5" century, the
celebration of Christmas signified the Church Yiead begun.

In A.D. 529, Emperor Justinian declared Decembl®ra2civic holiday as well as a
religious holiday. In A.D. 567, the Council of Trsuestablished the period of Advent as a time
of fasting before Christmas Day. Today, the penbddvent is four weeks and measured by
the four Sundays before Christmas.

Colors have an important role in the Church Yeat &ll us much about the season we
are observing. Purple for many years was the doloAdvent and is Lent’s color as well. In
recent years, the color blue has become the cotohdvent. Blue is symbolic of “hope” — and
the hope we have as we wait in joyful anticipation the celebration of Christ’'s birth on
Christmas Day.

It's exciting to have someone special come tolmme. When we hear someone special
is coming, we get busy getting ready to welcomenth&/e may clean the house, plan the meals
and count the days until they arrive. Advent &t tfme in the Church Year when Christians are
getting ready to celebrate Christ’s birth on Cligs Day. It's a period to clean up hearts, minds
and actions in preparation for Christ coming asBhabe of Bethlehem. | know it's been said so
often, we hardly hear it anymore, yet it's truegsds is the reason for the season.” He is main
event and He is the reason we have the Seasonvanfd Our Lord and Savior is coming, and
we don’t want to miss out on the blessings thiddChiings. Therefore we get ready. We clean
ourselves up spiritually. And we count the daysd as we count we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus
come!” Have a blessed Advent and then a more éde€$iristmas!

Pastor Lohmeyer
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Our Advent & Christmas Theme for 2007
Is

Do You See What | See?

Our Advent and Christmas plans are well in plack\wwa hope everyone who reads this
newsletter will join us in the celebration of tiisly Season. Under our theme — “Do You See
What | See” taken for the words of one of our ne@kristmas Carols we are going to pull back
the vials which so often obscure what God is ingtus to see during this wonderful time of the
year. Please note the following themes for eachcand invite and bring your friends so that
together you can see what our wonderful God hasoire for us.

Sunday’s in Advent Sermon Themes
Based on the Old Testament Lessons
Advent 1 — December"2- “Do You See What | See From the Mountain Top”
Text: Isaiah 2:1-5
Advent 2 — December™- “Do You See What | See in a Stump”
Text: Isaiah 11:1-10
Advent 3 — December ¥6- “Do You See What | See in the Desert”
Text: Isaiah 35:1-10
Advent 4 — December 23- “Do You See What | See in Immanuel”
Text: Isaiah 7:10-17

Midweek Advent Service Themes
Midweek 1 — December™5- “Do You See What | See — Behind, but with Hope”
Midweek 2 — December ¥2- “Do You See What | See — Buffeted, but on Faith”
Midweek 3 — December 19- “Do You See What | See — Surrounded by the Fatheve”
Midweek Advent Services on Wednesday at 11:00 A.NMind 7:00 P.M.

Soup follows the 11:00 service and served befazert@0 at 6:00.

Christmas Eve
All are Candle Light Services
4:00 P.M. Family Christmas Worship — “Do You Seeat/hSee in the World’'s Mess”
7:00 P.M. With the Sunday School — “Do You See Wi&ee in the World's Mess”
11:00 P.M. With Holy Communion — “Do You See Wh&de — A Costly Christmas”

Christmas Day
10:00 A.M. - Holy Communion — “Do You See What le€Se An Inconvenient Christmas”

20



St. John's Ev. Lutheran Church
663 Manor Road

Staten Island, NY 10314
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Kindergarten’s Jungle Safari

Since October, our kindergarten classroom and hallway has been transformed into a jungle.
When walking through the hall, you feel as if you were walking in a real jungle.

Through this transformation, the children have learned about all the animals that you would see. We
have put our hearts and souls into our project and we have seen how excited they are about our project.

We have learned a lot and also learned a song and dance for our upcoming Town Meeting, where we
look forward to sharing all we learned for our friends and family. Be prepared, it's a jungle in there!

Miss Zichittella and Ms. Morris

LLLLLLLLL L L L L L L L <L

The second grade is learning about fossils and different types of dinosaurs. The students were very
excited about this topic. We learned new interesting facts. As a project we made our own fossils, using a
sponge, sand and salt.

Miss losue
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First Offering Sunday December 2, 2007

December 2, 2007, the first Sunday in Advent amrdoidginning of the New Church Year has
been designated “First Offering Sunday’ by the stelship Committee. God truly blessed our
“Consecration Sunday” events on November 18, 200%arge portion of our members attended
worship that weekend, the noon luncheon and coempheir “Estimate of Giving Cards.” If you
were not present on “Consecration Sunday” and tadle a part of the stewardship emphasis,
please request “Estimate of Giving Card” from thearch office and return it as soon as possible
so that we can give a full report. Every journéga@mmitment begins with a first step.
December ?'is “First Offering Sunday” and therefore, we ane@uraging those who

completed an “Estimate of Giving Card” to beginitimew giving patterns on Decembéf'.2

The Stewardship Committee wishes to thank everydneparticipated in our “Consecration
Stewards Sunday” effort including those who prodifieod and helped with its preparation and
the serving of it. We have been richly blessedbyparticipation in this program and we pray
that everyone who took part in this spiritual joeyrwill also be richly blessed by God. To God
be all the glory!

The Stewardship Committee

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE

Again this year St. John’s will be giving toys tieildren in needy families. A table will be set up
in the church basement following each worship sernaon November 25, December 2, and
December 9. If you would like to donate a giftnmto the table, select a child, and return a
new toy for that child. Please wrap the gift afftkdhe label with the child’s name and number.
Your generosity will be appreciated.
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“Do You See What | See?”

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you sign The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” Ishi@:14

“When the angels had left them and gone into heavenshepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s
go to Bethlehem anseethis thing that has happened which the Lord hasemald us about.”
Luke 2:15

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now disnyour servant in peace. For my eyes
haveseenyour salvation, which you have prepared in sfght of all people...” Luke 2:29-31a
(Simeon as he held the Christ Child)

“On coming to the house, theawthe child with his mother Mary, and they bowed doand
worshiped him.” Matthew 2:11 (The Magi)

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutherarré¢®hand School,
Greetings in the name of our coming Lord and Séavior

As you will soon realize from other items in thiswsletter, our theme for this year’'s Advent and
Christmas season is a line from a rather new byt pepular Christmas carol; “Do you see what

| see?” The lyrics in the carol as do the Scriptugrses above remind us that there is something
to see during this wonderful time of the year.

There will be of course much to see during this é&mvand Christmas time. In fact the major
stores began to put out things for us to see ba€kctober. Stores and other businesses depend
on this time of the year to make their needed twofirherefore they work hard at making sure
you see what they have to offer. Through theiodal and frequent TV and newspaper ads they
call out to you saying; “Do you see what | see?”

Children find themselves all excited about thisseea as they make suggestion to parents and
lists for Santa. Through the TV ads aimed at tint@rest, they are well aware of what the latest
toys and gadgets are. Knowing that Santa and pagents need all the help they can get this
time of the year, children readily say to theirgrds; “Do you see what | see?”

For me, one of the wonders of this time of the yedhe Christmas decorations which brighten
up homes, city streets and businesses. Add tlgtits and decorations the sounds of Christmas
and you can’t help but hear; “Do you see what P5ee

There truly is much to see during this excitingdiof the year. In fact from a Christian point of
view, perhaps there is too much to see. | sayraoh, because often the very thing our theme
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and the song from which it comes, “’Do You Hear Wh#lear?” is pointing to, is the very
reason for all of this excitement in the first gadNithout the birth of Christ Jesus, there would
be no Christmas and certainly much less for thedmmye to see. Sometimes the heart of
Christmas is obscured by everything else we hawter@ristmas to be.

As we begin this holy time of the year on the figstnday in Advent on Decembéel!2we are
reminded that the first Christmas was a bare Ghast There was not all the distractions which
we so often obscure the Christ Child in Bethlehemé&nger. And so Advent seeks to bring us
back to reality, reminding us that soon we will @awe part with all of those distractions which
get in way of our seeing and worshiping with siecéearts and minds, the newborn King.
During Advent — a time for preparing to worship t@krist Child - God’s Word will be asking
us; “Do you see what | see?”

Everyone who saw the Christ Child in the above iregglfrom Scripture, were overjoyed and
realized God’s love and salvation. | hope that yoll take advantage of our many worship
opportunities which are designed to help you seeHbart of Christmas, Christ Jesus. | want
you to truly see what | see, our only hope forftitere and our true source of joy and peace. |
want you to truly see what | see, so that you tdbsay, “Do You See What | See?”

Judy and | wish you all the blessings of this wenfid Advent and Christmas season!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor
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CHRISTMAS FOOD DISTRIBUTION

At Christmas St. John’s will be giving food to waurs people in need. Your contributions of
food, time, and money will be greatly appreciated.

Please bring nonperishable food to the church hyd&y December 16 or to the school by
Monday, December 17. The following items are ndedeanned vegetables, yams, fruit,

cranberry sauce, gravy, stuffing, rice, soups, ty@sta, and tomato sauce. Also low or no salt
foods are requested. At the church food may beeplan the basket in the narthex or in the box
in the basement. At the school food may be plasedirected.

If anyone would like to donate a canned ham ormfiteskey, please contact Nick Abugel 718-
442-2976.

Volunteers are also needed to help with sortingkipg, and delivering the food. Please contact
the church office or Nick Abugel if you can help.

Donations of money may be placed in the Hunger 8mSundays or sent to the church office.
Checks should be made payable to St. John’s Luti@nairch and designated for Hunger.

Dates To Remember

Sunday, December 16 Final Collection of Food atr€imu

Monday, December 17 Final Collection of Food atdath

Saturday, December 22 1:30 p.m. at Church — SéRagking Food (TENTITIVE)
Sunday, December 23 Distribution of Food after tsevice (TENTITIVE)

Out of thanksgiving to God for all his blessingsug let us share with others who do not have
what we have.

“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blesséé isho is kind to the needy.”
(Proverbs 14:21)
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