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The mission of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran ‘%
Church is to lovingly proclaim the Gospel :
among all people in order to form and nurture -
loving communities which confess by word and
deed that Jesus is Lord and Savior. '

I am the vine; you are
the branches.

If a man remains in me
and | in him, he will
bear much fruit;

apart from me you can
do nothing.

This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear
much fruit,
showing yourselves to
be my disciples.
John 15:5, 8




Please contact me at: pastor@stjohnslutheransi.org

“We Dare not Hold Back!

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a newatien. The old has passed
away; behold the new has come. All this is fromdGaho through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the minisfryeconciliation; that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himselft sounting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting to us the messagecohciliation. Therefore, we
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appealigh us.” 2 Corinthians
5:17-20

“Preach not because you have to say somethingydnguse you have some-
thing to say.” H.F. Amiel

“The very best of all works is that the heathenehbeen led from idolatry to
the knowledge of God” Dr. Martin Luther

“Be responsible for your play on the field.” Capkin Jr. Hall of Fame Base-
ball Player

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutherarr€h& School,

One of the most often noted issues at St. $ohatheran and many other
mainline churches, is the lack of growth in membgrs Our own church
body, the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod is dgéplolved in the Ablaze
movement — an effort to reach 100 million unreachattommitted people
with the Gospel of Christ by the year 2017. Fomngyngears mainline church
bodies have been losing rather than gaining memb&he number of Adult
conversions has been low in many parishes and nergewe have seen not
growing but declining churches.

There are of course always exceptions. IncAfthe Lutheran Church con-
tinues to grow at a rapid rate. There people argty for the Good News of
Christ Jesus. In the United States there are bbsrthat are growing at a very
fast pace. For example Thomas Road Baptist Charthinchburg, Virginia —
the congregation that the late Dr. Jerry Falwelinded — added 500 plus new
members since his death several month ago. Asendce 53 were baptized.
Their Sunday school attendance has grown from 4t@08ore than 8,000 the
past year and they have added 40 new Adult Bibsss&ls during that time
period. We might say that this church imesion churcton the move.W h a t
does it take for a congregation to begeowing, mission churc¢h Yes, Scrip-
ture does say that it is the Lord who providesghmwth. We all know from
our study of Scripture, that it is the Holy Spisiho works through the sharing
of the Gospel, and gives the gift of faith to thege hear it. In Romans chap-
ter 10, St. Paul tells us that “faith comes throhghring, and hearing through
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the word of Christ.” It is in the effort of givinthe unchurched the opportunity
to hearthat we have failed. We need to tell others!

It all boils down to what our priorities aremgmbers of St. John’s Lutheran
and as a congregation. Can we say we have giventpito evangelism and
missions?  Two-thirds of the six billion people time world do not know
Christ and His salvation. Can we honestly say axetdone what is right, that
we have shared the Good News, or that our congoegest a mission church
on the move? To tell, to give, to pray for missias to respond to the Great
Commission; “Go therefore and make disciples ohatlons...”

Are you as a member of St. John’s satisfiedh witr lack of growth? Is it
because there are so few unchurched in our ardéecause we just don't care?
The solution starts on our knees, asking God fogifeness for our lack of
concern for the lost. Pray that He would graetol hearts and renewed spirits
and a renewed desire to reach the lost. May werbedike Charles Wesley
who when he was asked “Why are people drawn toa@oif a magnet?” re-
plied, “When you set yourself on fire, people jleste to come and watch you
burn.” That's the key to evangelism. It's notezhnique, it's not a format,
and it's not communication skills. It's first ofla fire that burns within us.
It's a desire to see that no one burns in helk dtdesire to share the Gospel
with everyone.

So how we get the fire burning inside us? @&tig the Spirit fill our lives
through Word and Sacrament. The Holy Spirit's povgeavailable for our
assigned tasks to make our parish into a growingslpa The Spirit's power
comes to us as we study God’'s Word. As we begiave Christian Education
year, | urge you to let the Spirit fill you with $lipower as you join a Bible
Study and study God’'s Word. The Spirit's power esnto us through our
worship experiences. I've noted that many haven ladesent from worship this
summer. Now is the time to commit to worshipingeagry opportunity. Re-
member, our ability to share is determined by htrang) we are spiritually.

Energized with the Spirit's power, we can shidue story of God’s love in
Christ Jesus, and the Holy Spirit will perform tigag¢at miracle called the new
birth. If we truly believe that God so love the nabthat He sent His one and
only Son, we dare not hold back — we will shareweé truly believe that we
are to be a mission congregation, then we will mgitl back, but rather be a
daring congregation willing to take risks for thake of sharing the Gospel
with the unchurched and the uncommitted. In theds@f that great mission
hymn, “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying” we will nedy, “There is nothing |
can do,” rather we will set ourselves on fire fessds and hold nothing back
seeking to with God'’s blessing reach the lost.

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor



Please contact me at: stewardship@stjohnsluthepamsi

As | sit here and write this article in the monthAmugust, | am re-
minded of the so-called “Dog Days” of summer. Ioceties in with

the church’s “summer slump”. However, | have neseen the
church attendance or the contributions fall ofkarply. Everyone
by now, is aware that we require $4,000.00 eactkweeaneet our
expenses. | am also concerned that we still hatdilied all the

board and committee positions that are open, ealpethe Treas-
urer’s slot.

My friends, we cannot complete our mission at 8hnks without
money and volunteer help.

To be good stewards we have to keep reminding basé¢hat our

time, talent, relationships, and resources argifif. Gifts from a

great God our creator who has entrusted us toasatenanage. Yes
stewards sin, disobey God’s will, fail, rebel, makany mistakes,
and hurt God'’s plan for all. That's the real world

Stewards also repent, change, turn away from selfecedness,
confess their sins and are renewed by God's fongise. Stewards
have a new beginning each and every day.

People’s lives as stewards take countless fornerding to their
unique vocations as well as circumstances. Yetbasic pattern in
every case is simple and changeless: “Serve onthemthrough
love....Bear one another’s burdens and so you wifilllfthe law of

Christ”. (Gal 5:13, 6:2). This includes being séeds of the church,
for we are told the church of God is the houselobl@God and it is
essential to practice stewardship there. TheolifeChristian Stew-
ard lived in imitation of the life of Christ, hallenging. Difficult

in many ways; but both here and hereatfter it iggddh with intense

Joy.
We need everyone’s help. May God grant it for Sesake.

The Stewardship Committee



Martin Niemoller

(Friedrich Gustav Emil Martin Niemoller January 14, 1892-
March 6, 1984) was a prominent German anti-Nazi theolo-
gian and Lutheran pastor. He is best known as the author
of the poem, First they came....Stuttgart Declaration of
Guilt. Born in Lippstadt, Germany and died in Wiesbaden
Germany. He was a German submarine commander in
World War 1, he became a Lutheran pastor and was impris-
oned by the Nazis. He held the office of President, Evan-
gelical Church in Heese and Nassau (1945-1961)-
President, World Council of Churches (1961-1968)
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Thursday Morning Breakfast Bible Study Begins
Thursday, September 13

The Thursday morning Breakfast Bible Study will
begin a new season on Thursday, SeptemB&at8:30
A.M. We encourage everyone to consider this wegkda
study opportunity to meet with fellow Christiang the
study of God’s Word. The Thursday morning study e
under the leadership of Pastor Lohmeyer. Thisystyngbor-
tunity will begin the new season with a study ttléGreat
Miracles of the New Testament.” The study thisrye#
see a slight change in looks. The study will inelypersonal
study at home before the Thursday class, smallpgdiss
cussions, a class lecture and a printed narraBaene and
let the Holy Spirit guild you into a better understing of
these great miracles which are recorded in the Nesta-
ment. A free will offering will be gathered to cavthe cost
of food and materials.

New Sunday Morning Bible Study
“Lutheran Spiritually: Vocation” begins Septemb&"1

A new Sunday morning Bible Study led by Pastor
Lohmeyer will begin on September®&t 9:15 (Family
Christian Ed Hour). The study; “Lutheran SpiriitalVo-
cation” will focus on answering the question; “Howes a
Christian live out their life in this secular woiild a God
pleasing way?” The topics include; “God’s Giftsatagh
Vocation,” “Christianity in the Workplace,” and “\¢ation
in the Christian Home.” Join this class and leasout the
topic Dr. Luther had so much to say about. Rementbe
Word works if you work the Word.



Please contact me at: president@stjohnslutheragsi.o

"If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poortoaewill cry out
and not be answered."
Proverbs 21:13

Greetings in the name of the Lord, may he granthape and
peace.

| trust you all had a restful and pleasant sum@ers here at St.
John's was busy preparing for the new school yeaupsanning
for our future. While planning for our future | asonstantly re-
minded of why we are here at St.John's. We mustya\eep our
goals and reasons for existing at the forefroraliofve do.

We are a Church and School dedicated to our LoddSavior
Jesus Christ. Our tasks, and they are many, indpdeEading the
Gospel of our Lord, educating children, loving ogighbors, and
reflecting Gods love to all we meet. Sometimes eedto sit
quietly pray and focus on our mission.

My friends let us always remember the mission la¢i®t. John's
and let's not place anything or anyone before &.idist strive as
a Christian community to make sure our ears araygwpen,
and our arms always willing to help those in need.

Yours in Christ,
Anthony Ventrone
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Please note the deadline for the October Vine, ieisub-
mitted no later than September 17th before 12:00BMe
to the amount of material that must be handledxoe -
tions can be made. Thanking you all in advanceydoir
kind cooperation. Please emalil articles to
churchoffice@stjohnslutheransi.org

10




I" #$1% 1" #

11



Oktoberfest 2007
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Please contact me at: youth@stjohnslutheransi.org

Welcome back to school .

Look out for information on the upcoming events. Looking for-
ward to seeing each and everyone of your smiling faces. Hope
you all had a great summer.

In Christ,

Tommy Sax
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Ladies Guild

ontact us at: ladies@stjohnslutheransi.or
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Dear Members of St. John’s Lutheran
Church,

“Thank You” is not quite enough to describe

the wonderful gift and send-off party for us

on July 15th after the services. It was a won-
derful way to say our goodbye’s to the con-

gregation. Your collection for us was deeply

appreciated. You need to know that St.
John’s Staten Island will always have a dear
place in our hearts as we continue our minis-

try in Missouri.

May the Lord deeply bless your mission as a
church and school centered in the Lord.
Lord for baby pictures to follow-Oct. 9th
hopefully is the big day! Thanks again and
God'’s richest blessings.

In Christ,

Mark and Kathryn Peters
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Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary

4 Samantha Gencarello 17 Judi Smith

10 Janis Szoke 29 John & Carol Gencarello
16 Judi Snith 30 Les & Janis Szoke

17 Walter Heiman

20 Hunter Peters

28 Mark Hewitt

30 Irene Olsen
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Expansion Fund..............ooeiii i $117.00
Flower Fund

Organ Fund

August (to date) Gross Plate Offerings

Other Contributions

Memorials to:

Marion Savage

John Eberlein

Lenten Denial

Katrina Relief $1,187.50
Wounded Warriors $1,187.50

S # '

September 1doshua, prophet
September 3-Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome
September 4Moses, prophet
September 5 Zechariah, prophet &
Elizabeth, matriarch
September 14Holy Cross Day
September 16 Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, marty
September 21St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
September 22Jonah, prophet
September 29St. Michael and All Angels
September 36Jerome, translator, teacher
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