
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Vine 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 

form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 

 
����������	���
����

The Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical 
 Lutheran Church & School 

(718) 761-1600 
Divine Service:  

   Sunday @ 9:00 AM with Holy Communion 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Church:  

 
216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post) 

Staten Island, NY  10302 (no mail) 
Church Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com  
Church & School Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org 

School & Church Office  
 663 Manor Road (Mail Accepted ) 

 Staten Island, NY  10314  
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Mr. Tom Sax---Chairman 
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A Message from the President 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church needs your help.  
 

We  currently have an outstanding debt of $7,650: 
$5,950-Kinetic Electric 

$1,700-Maintenance (Church & Parsonage) 
 
I am asking that our parishioners contemplate helpin g their Church 
relieve some of the debt. 
 
Checks may be made out to either Kinetic Electric or  St. John’s 
Lutheran Church.  Please include a directive in the me mo area as to 
which your donation should go towards (Kinetic Elect ric or 
Maintenance). 
 
The maintenance total includes plumbing problems, a new water 
heater for the parsonage and repair for the water d amage caused 
by the old water heater. 
 
I would like to resolve this debt before a new Past or is called. 
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this m atter. 
 
Fred Bock 
Church Congregational President                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE JULY & AUGUST VINE WILL BE COMBINED 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Message from the Elders 

June 2011 
 
 
Greetings in the Name of Christ Jesus, 
  
I am happy to report that on Saturday March 5, 2011, Pastor Miller and the elders had 
14 students attend acolyte training at the church. Students were instructed by Pastor 
Miller on the duties and responsibilities of an acolyte, as Fiona Gannon and James Hart 
demonstrated their years of experience as tenured acolytes. The 2 hour training ended 
with a pizza party in the basement. The elders have also decided to make Fiona 
Gannon our new acolyte coordinator. Her responsibilities will be the scheduling of the 
acolytes as well as mentoring our rookie crew. At the present time, we have 18 
acolytes, providing everyone fulfills their commitment. I just want to remind our acolytes 
that they must either contact Fiona or myself (917) 696-5227 if they are unable to serve 
on their scheduled date. Remember, an acolyte is part of the service, if you can't be in 
attendance, it is important to have a replacement.  
 
Thank you to Julia Draper, who opened her home during Holy Week to Pastor Jonathan 
Sachs and his wife. Pastor Sachs led our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. 
This year six of our young members received their first Holy Communion on Maundy 
Thursday 4/21/11.         

Congratulations to:  
Joseph Chierchio 

Erik Hansen 
Christopher Langer 

Jack Varela 
Chelsea Hermann 
Sophia Mostovoy 

 
The elders have supplied each student with their own copy of Luther's Small Catechism. 
Once again, congratulations, may you partake of the Lord's Supper often. Parents 
remember, Holy Communion is a gift from our Lord which should be celebrated each 
week. Please join your children regularly as we partake together the body and blood of 
our Risen Savior. 
 
Confirmation class continues to receive instruction from Pastor Miller each Thursday at 
SJLS, and will be making their confirmation on Pentecost 2012. Pastor Miller also  
continues to visit shut-ins and those who have been hospitalized.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A very special thank you to the members of the Call Committee. The members are: 
Thomas Sax, Les Szoke, Dan Wuerdeman, Robert Holls, Karen Gannon and Kim 
Peters. The members of the committee have spent numerous hours of their time 
interviewing and researching possible candidates for our parish. It is an awesome 
responsibility and  it has been a pleasure to work with each of you. May God Bless our 
efforts and may He reveal the next shepherd to our church. Finally, it wouldn't be 
complete if we did not acknowledge and thank Pastor Wade Miller for his service as our 
Vacancy Pastor. Thank you Pastor Miller, his wife Trish, and his children for all the 
support they have given to us from August 2010 to the present date. Pastor's last 
service is scheduled for Sunday, June 26, 2011. I think I speak for everyone, "You are a 
blessing and you will be truly missed!" May God continue to shower you with His 
Blessings in your ministry. 
 
Thomas Sax 
Elders Chair 

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13 KJV 

 
 
 
Serving as Church Elders; 
Thomas Sax 
Walter Francis 
Bruce Mohlenhoff 
David Decker�
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Please continue to pray for those who are listed in this month’s bulletin.  
      Henry Alvestad~Esther Charles 

Samuel Bartzsch~Patricia Barber~Helen Iacobacci~Paulette Laird 

 
Please continue to pray for our Call Committee, that the Lord would reveal 
who the next shepherd of our church is to be. 
 
 
��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������� ��� ���

����
����

���������	
�����
���
�����������	��
�����������
 

We will hold you and your family in our thoughts and prayers as you move through the process 
of grieving and healing. Please know that we are thinking of you.����
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Principal’s Corner 
   

Our school year is quickly coming to a close. 
Spring Concert June 9th at 7:30PM 
We still have Field Day to look forward to (June 17th). 
Graduation church service is June 12th 
Regristration - June 16th 
Half days - June 20, 21, 22, and 23. 
Grade 8 Graduation - June 20th at 1 PM in the auditorium. 
Kindergarten Graduates June 21 at 1 PM also in the auditorium. 
S. I. Yankee Game - June 21 Fundraiser at the stadium. 
Last chapel - June 22 
Moving up ceremony for UPK - June 23rd. 
Last day of school June 23  no bus service that day. 
 
Enjoy your time off. 
  
Mrs. Palisay 
 

 

Please visit our website for further information on all events 
www.stjohnslutheransi.org 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

CONGRATULATIONS 
The Lutheran Schools Association Annual Dinner has honored: 

Lower School: Ms. Felicia Caldaio 
Administrator of the Year: Mrs. Rosemary Palisay 



 

 
 
 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

                                 
�

       
1 Caroline Decker  18 Jean & Donald Crisson 
3 Dorothy Fiore  28 Michael & Lisa Riccardi 
9 Matthew Owen  28 Melissa & Steven Douglass 
15 Bernard Mullick 
17 Kathleen Hart 
18 Karen Crisson 
28 Stephen Szoke 
29 Bill Heming, Jr. 
   

� � �
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
Offerings for April-May 2011 

April ……………………………… ..$18,134 
May 1-22………………………………..$16,602 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
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Come join us for the Big Jungle  Adventure  week.  
We will  have fun learning and experiencing  the Bible.  

Children of ages 3-14 will enjoy the Arts and Crafts, lively 
songs and music that willl keep you on your toes.   

We promise you will never forget this  
Summer Vacation Bible week.  
Come and be wild  with Jesus!  

Remember the dates; July 11th - 15th 

9:30am-12 noon 
 

Board of Christian Education 
Brigitte Hermann 

contact: Church Office  
718 761-1600�
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Please join us for the wrap up of an exciting Guild season.   

We have a special, fun, SURPRISE evening planned. 
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The July & August Vine will be 

combined 
 

The DEADLINE to have any information 
posted in this summer combined 

 Vine edition will be: 
 

JUNE 20, 2011 
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Mini Health Fair  

 
On Saturday, June 4, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. there will be a free Mini Health Fair at 
the church.  Topics covered will be diabetes education, health maintenance 
activities, and CPR skills.  The presenters will be Deborah Morotta, RN and 
certified diabetes instructor, and Barbara Pfaff, nurse practitioner and CPR 
instructor.  Information will be available in English and in Spanish.  This event is 
sponsored by the Board of Social Ministry.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

 
 

New Direction Services Food Collection 
 
We are collecting food for New Direction Services, a food pantry located at 1027 
Post Avenue, at the church and at the school through September.  Nonperishable 
items June be left in the basement at the church or in the breezeway at the school.  
In particular, they request the following items: 

·  condensed/evaporated milk 
·  pasta 
·  sauces (such as tomato sauce) 
·  cereal 
·  juices 
·  canned meats (such as tuna) 
·  condiments (such as salad dressings) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

Dear St. John’s Lutheran School and Church Families, 
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CHOIR 

  
Psalm 100:1-2 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Come into His presence with singing!       

 
Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus, 
 
 Thank you to both our adult and children's choirs for an outstanding job this past 
year. There will be an end of year pizza party for the members of the church's children's 
choir on Saturday, June 11, 2011, from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Please contact me 
(917)696 5227, if you plan on attending the party by Friday, June 03, 2011.  Our adult 
choir will end on Sunday, June 12, 2011.  Both choirs will begin again in September. 
Once again, reading music is not required, nor do you have to commit to the whole 
year.  
 
In Christ, 
Thomas Sax 
 
 

Adult choir Tuesday Nights 8 - 9 p.m. 
Children's choir Sunday Mornings 10:15 - 11:00 a.m.  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please remember 
 the following deadlines: 

Weekly Bulletin every 
 Tuesday @ 10AM 

Monthly Newsletter  
the third Monday  

of every Month @ 11AM 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
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Saints and Church DatesSaints and Church DatesSaints and Church DatesSaints and Church Dates    
June 2011June 2011June 2011June 2011    

2 2 2 2 –––– The Ascension of Our Lord The Ascension of Our Lord The Ascension of Our Lord The Ascension of Our Lord    
11 11 11 11 –––– St. Barnabas, Apostle St. Barnabas, Apostle St. Barnabas, Apostle St. Barnabas, Apostle    
12 12 12 12 –––– The Day of Pentecos The Day of Pentecos The Day of Pentecos The Day of Pentecostttt    

19191919---- The Holy Trinity The Holy Trinity The Holy Trinity The Holy Trinity    
24 24 24 24 –––– The Nativity of St. John the Baptist The Nativity of St. John the Baptist The Nativity of St. John the Baptist The Nativity of St. John the Baptist    

25 25 25 25 –––– Presentation of the Augsburg Confession Presentation of the Augsburg Confession Presentation of the Augsburg Confession Presentation of the Augsburg Confession    
29 29 29 29 –––– St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles    

 


