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A Message from the Elders
December 2010
Matthew 1:22,23
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

Greetings in the Name of Christ Jesus,

As we are finishing our left over turkey and
pumpkin pie, I would like to give thanks to
everyone who has helped to keep things running
smoothly at our church as we begin the call process.
Also, thank you to those who have submitted names
to the call list. We also need to thank the Mary
Martha Workshop for donating a DVD player for
the church basement’s TV, and to Dan Wuerdeman
for leading our Thanksgiving Eve Service.

We give thanks to God for supplying us with a
variety of pastors this past month. We give thanks
to Pastor Priest for conducting chapel and Pastor
Hand who performed our service for All Saints
Sunday. Pastor Miller was upset he could not lead
worship on All Saints Sunday because the bridge
was closed due to the NYC Marathon. Pastor Miller
took it upon himself to call Pastor Hand from
Delaware and made lodging arraignments out of his
own pocket for him and his family. We continue to
thank God for Pastor Miller for all he has
contributed to St. John’s Church and School.
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Beginning in Advent, (November 28) in an effort to
cut back on expenses and the size of the bulletin, we
will go back to the “old” way, and have pre-printed
Scripture Reading Inserts in our weekly bulletin.
These inserts are purchased through CPH. The
elders will underwrite these inserts for the following
year, leaving no cost to our congregation.

Please remember there will be three midweek
Advent Services at 7 p.m. preceded by a soup
supper at 6 p.m.

Wednesday Dec. 1, (7 p.m.)
Wednesday Dec. 8, (7 p.m.)
Wednesday Dec. 15, (7 p.m.)

Sunday Dec. 19 Service Lessons and Carols
9 a.m. Featuring the Adult and Children’s Choir

Christmas Eve 4 p.m. and 11 p.m.

Christmas Day 9 a.m.

Friday Dec. 31 New Years Eve Service (Laymen)
S p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
Thomas Sax
Elder Chair
“I can do all things in Him who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13
Serving as Church Elders:
Thomas Sax
Walter Francis
Bruce Mohlenhoff
David Decker
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An Ongoing
Commitment

More on Stewardship.....

Once more the season of Advent is with us. As we
know it always begins four Sundays before
Christmas. The Latin word for Advent means
“coming”, but it means much than that. “It is the
time of patient waiting for the birth of Christ, a
time to cultivate the gift of patience for daily
life”.

As Christian stewards we need to be reminded
that God wants us to be good stewards of
everything. Especially in this season we have to
be on guard that we do not get caught up in
materialism. We know that God is the owner of
everything and everyone on earth. Yet, there is
always that temptation coming from Satan, where
we can be delivered into the idea that happiness
consists of the things we possess. The Apostle
John, calls him what he is----a liar. Materialism
can become a disease. Satan tells us to buy, sell,
get what we want, whatever the cost. These
temptations come from the pit of Hell. Look at
TV, the internet, the newspapers. And how about
that new car that pulls into your neighbor’s
driveway?

We need to be reminded often that all the things
we own are actually on loan from God. We have
our homes, cars, various accounts, and other
sources of wealth while we take our walk through
life. When we are called to our eternal rest by
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our Creator what happens to our wealth? It is
passed on to someone else. Other people then
acquire it, but only for a little while.

As we prepare for the arrival of our precious
Savior we should think of the many gifts He has
given us. All the things He gave to humanity,
culminating in the greatest event in history,
resurrection morning.

My friends we know from scripture that it is better
to give than to receive. While it is great to
receive a gift, first giving, another stewardship
maxim, can bring incredible joy to the giver.

St. John’s is in need of your talents, your time,
and the giving of your monetary blessings.
Stewardship is not only an act of worship, it is an
investment given for the advance of God’s
kingdom and the spreading of the GOOD NEWS.
May the Lord, whose birth we will once more
celebrate, enable us to become more generous
stewards.

In His Name, Amen.
Walter Francis

CHRISTMAS FOOD
DISTRIBUTION

Daniel Wuerdeman
At Christmas we have a special opportunity to share
what we have with those in need by contributing to
the food baskets. There are biblical reasons why we
do this as a congregation and why each person
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should contribute. As a church, our mission
statement indicates that we confess by word and
deed. First, it says we are to proclaim the gospel.
This follows Jesus’ command to make disciples of
all nations (Matthew 28:19) and to be his witnesses
to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). About half of
the families on the list have no church affiliation.
Each basket contains information about our church
and a Portals of Prayer. It may be their only
chance to read God’s word and hear the gospel.
Second, our mission statement says we are to
confess by deed. We are to show Christ’s love by
our actions, and as a church we show the
community what it means to be a follower of Jesus.
He said, “All men will know that you are my
disciples if you love one another” (John 13:35).
The early church gave to anyone in need. As a
result, they enjoyed “the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those
who were being saved” (Acts 2:45, 47).

There are also biblical reasons why each person
should participate. First, God commands us to help
the poor. Some people consider it optional, but,
according to the Bible, it is a requirement. When
John the Baptist told people to share their food
(Luke 3:11), he was not saying to be extra nice; he
was preaching repentance. The Old Testament laws
demanded it. In Deuteronomy 14 God says that a
collection should be made to help the poor. Part of
the tithe was to help the widows, the orphans, and
the aliens (Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 26:12). God
also said, “You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or
gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall
leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the
LORD your God” (Leviticus 19:10, NRSV). The
principle is that one should not retain all of one’s
profits or possessions. Some should be given to
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those in need. Even Job knew this. He said, “If 1
have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of
the widow grow weary, if I have kept my bread to
myself, not sharing it with the fatherless ... then let
my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at
the joint. For I dreaded destruction from God, and
for fear of his splendor I could not do such things”
(Job 31:16-17, 22-23). He acknowledges that these
are sins that would deserve to be judged (Job
31:28). The New Testament also has many
admonitions to care for the poor. James reminds us
that “religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the world” (James 1:27). Another
reason for caring for the poor is that it imitates
God’s character. When Moses gave God’s law to
the Israelites, he used this as a reason. He said, “He
defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow,
and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing”
(Deuteronomy 10:18).  As Christians we have
another motivation. At Christmas we remember a
Savior who became poor so that we could become
rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). He lived a righteous life in
our place and took the punishment that we deserve.
When we remember that we are saved by grace, we
will respond in love toward God and service to
others.

As we prepare for the coming of Christmas, and as
we plan our special dinners and celebrations, let us
share with those who are struggling due to health or
financial problems. Your contributions of food,
time, and money will be greatly appreciated.

Ways To Help

1. Pack A Sack

If you would like to donate all the food needed for a
family, pick up a bag with a list of required items
attached. Fill the bag with the requested items and
return it to the church or school by Wednesday,
December 15. Bags will be available at church on
Sundays and at the school office during the week.

2. Donate Individual Items

If you want to donate individual cans or boxes of
nonperishable food, you may do that. The
following items are needed: canned vegetables
(corn, green beans), yams, potatoes, rice, fruit,
cranberry sauce, gravy, stuffing, soups, canned meat
(such as tuna), pasta, and tomato sauce. In
particular, there is a need for low salt or no salt
items. At the church food may be placed in the
baskets in the narthex and in the basement. At the
school food may be placed in designated boxes in
the breezeway. Please bring all items to the church
or school by Wednesday, December 15.

3. Donate A Turkey

Donations of turkeys are also appreciated. If
anyone would like to donate a turkey, we need to
know in advance. Please call Daniel Wuerdeman at
718-816-6461 or the church office at 718-761-1600
by December 16.

4. Help with Sorting and Packing

Volunteers are also needed to help with sorting and
packing the food. If you would like to help in this
way, stay after the service on Wednesday,
December 15 or call Daniel Wuerdeman at 718-
816-6461.




5. Donate Money

Donations of money may be placed in the Hunger
Box on Sundays or sent to the church office.
Checks should be made payable to St. John’s
Lutheran Church and designated for Hunger.

6. Deliver Food

Most of the food will be picked up, but some
baskets will need to be delivered. If you can help in
this way, call Daniel Wuerdeman at 718-816-6461.

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE

Again this year St. John’s will be giving toys to
children in needy families. A table will be set up in
the church basement following the worship service
every Sunday from November 21 through
December 12. If you would like to donate a gift,
come to the table, select a child, and return a new
toy for that child. Please wrap the gift, affix the
label with the child’s name and number, and return
it by Sunday, December 12. Your generosity will
be appreciated.

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

Mrs. Palisay
December offers fairs and concerts.
Barnes and Noble Night is scheduled for
Dec. 3,5, and 5.
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Grades K, 1, 2, and 3 will be attending "Annie" - one of
our alumni, Fiona Gannon is a member of the cast.
Christmas Fair is Dec. 10th.

Breakfast with Santa is Dec. 11th.

Christmas Concert is Dec. 16th.

We are all looking forward to a nice winter break.

Don't forget about the birthday of Christ.

Have a Blessed Christmas and a healthy and happy
New Year.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND

ANNIVERSARIES
&

1 Donna Hermann 11 Ed & Pat Long

3 William Riech

7 Holly Olivieri

8 Walter Francis

8 Chris Anderson

9 Patricia Long

9 Peter D'Adamo

10 Flo Karl

14 Fred Bock

15 Janis Reich
Ciara Marro-

16 Wilson
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Offerings for October & November 2010

October......cciiiiiiricc v $12,166
Novemberi-8........cocveeviviiiiriirinnaranes $2,221
Memorials (year to date)...........c.cceuunveee $1,330
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St. John’s Ladies Guild
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Thursday, December 2nd 7:30PM in church
basement.

Please join us for our Annual Christmas
Program, as we honor the birth of Our
Savior. Tom Sax will be playing our favorite
Christmas Carols. Refreshments will be
yummy! Hope to see you there.
Blessings in Jesus,

Brigitte Hermann, President
Joan Mohlenhoff, Secretary
A Very Special Thank You
On behalf of Pastor Sauer and the ministry
to the children of the Marshall Islands, we
extend a hearty thank you. Participation in
giving, from the school parents and
children, as well as from St. John's
congregation and Ladies Guild members,
is reaping a harvest of blessings for the
Marshallese children.

We bless the Lord when we bless His
children. God bless you all for caring.

With gratitude,
Brigitte Hermann, Ladies Guild President
Joan Mohlenhoff, Secretary

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
December 12th
Happy Birthday Jesus-Christmas Party
10:30AM-11:15AM
Following music time with Mr. Sax, we will
celebrate God’s Christmas Gift with story,
song, cake and craft. Please note-No
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Sunday School on December 19th and
December 26th. We resume again on
January 2, 2011

Christmas Caroling
On Sunday December 12th, we will sing the

beautiful music of Christmas for our shut-ins.

We will meet at the church at noon. Bring a bag
lunch-drink will be provided.

After caroling we will come back to the church

for light refreshments. COME-be blessed and be
a blessing!

EEEEEEEXEXEEEEEEEXXEXEEEEEEXXXXEXEEEEXXXRRRRXEXK XX

Saints and Church Dates
December 2010

17 Daniel and the Three Young Men, prophets,
19 Adam, patriarch, and Eve, matriarch
20 Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the
church, 1552
24 Christmas Eve
25 The Nativity of our Lord
29 David, prophet
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Please remember the following deadlines:
Weekly Bulletin every Tuesday @ 10AM
Monthly Newsletter the second Monday of every
Month @ 11AM

These deadlines are to insure that the church office
has ample time to review and publish news,
upcoming events and important information
pertaining to the school and congregation.

If you have posted information in the Weekly
Bulletin and/or the Monthly Newsletter as an
ongoing message, and it no longer needs to be
posted, you MUST call the office to have it removed.
Once again, | thank you for your kind cooperation
in this matter.

Evangelical Pamphlets

The Evangelism Committee of St. John’s offers for
your interest, booklets published by the Lutheran
Laymen’s League, pertaining to everyday
problems and concerns.

The following booklets are available at the display
rack in the Narthex of the church. If there is a
subject of concern not listed, please contact
Rhoda Browne (718) 698-3356
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Alone, Alive, Fulfilled

Alzheimer’s

Battles with the Bottle

Coping with Cancer

Dealing with Depression

Finding Peace

Forgiveness Is for Giving

Has God Abandoned Me?

How to Know What’s Right...And Do It
No Need to Fear

Now You’re Talking

Overcoming A Painful Childhood
Parenting with Purpose

Prayer and Thoughts for Caregivers
Setting Priorities

Raising Your Children with Respect

So You Prayed for A Miracle...
Surviving A Loved One’s Suicide
Surviving Breast Cancer

Take Heart in Your Grief

Talking with God

The Purpose of Living, The Purpose of Dying
The Truth About Angels
“THHHPPTT!” And Other Helpful Ways to Manage Anger
Too Much to Do, Too Little Time
Unlocking the Prison of Guilt

When in Doubt...Read the Book!
Where’s God in All of This?

Why Should I go to Church?

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

How well do you know your fellow parishioner?

Pt
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Each month I will be adding a picture of a new person to
the vine for all to see if they can guess who it is. This is
strictly voluntary and only information giving to me
will be submitted to the vine. You can either dig out an
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old picture of yourself, perhaps your confirmation or
baby picture. You may also choose to write a
brief Biography on yourself to see if others can guess
who you are. The answers will be giving in the
following month's vine newsletter. The purpose for
doing this, other than having fun, is to let the
congregation get to know each other a little better, and to
promote fellowship with one another. This is not limited
to individuals. You may choose to put in the adult choir,
pastors, musicians, etc., from past years and have people
guess who it is and the year the picture was taken. St.
John's has a rich history and many memories to be
shared and passed down to other generations. Those
interested must have their information/pictures sent
to the church office by December 13,2010, for the
January Vine. You may participate any time during the
year by handing in your information during regular vine
deadlines. You can mail or e-mail to the church office,
663 Manor  Road, 10314 or e-mail at
stjohnslutheranchurchoffice @gmail.com. Please contact
the church office for any further questions.

In Christ
Thomas Sax

Last Month’s mystery parishioner was
Dorothy Mohlenhoff

TAKE A GUESS OF THIS MONTHS
PARISHIONER!

BORN IN 1930
ONE OF 5 CHILDREN
PARENTS WERE ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS

MEMBER OF ST. JOHN’S FOR 40 YEARS
15

CUB SCOUT DEN MOTHER PACK 57

Please don’t forget to submit your name to this
fun interactive activity. You may fill out the
form or request one from the church office.

WHO CANIT BE?

NAME:

D.O.B.:

BIRTHPLACE:
PARENT(S)/SIBLING(S):
SCHOOL(S) ATTENDED:
DEGREES:

MILITARY SERVICE:
CHILDHOOD RELIGION:

YEAR JOINED ST. JOHN’S:
INTERESTING FACTS

(MARRIED, CHILDREN, JOBS, HOBBIES,
ETC.)
SERVED IN CHURCH AS....

(CHOIR, SOCIAL MINISTRY, ACOLYTE, ETC.)

PHONE NUMBER FOR FURTHER QUESTIONS
WHO IS IT?

Each month we will be featuring a mystery
parishioner in the monthly Vine Newsletter. A
picture or clue of this person will be on the
church basement cork board next to the piano.
Let's see how well we know our fellow
parishioners by trying to find out who they are
by the clues given. The answer for our mystery
parishioner will be published in the following
months Vine. Good luck and have a little fun!

In Christ,
16




Tommy Sax

CHOIRS

Psalm 100:1-2

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
2 Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!

Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus,

Songs, songs and more songs. This time of year is
especially busy for both choirs. From Christ the
King Sunday, Advent, Lessons and Carols,
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s
Eve, the choirs sing a lot to say the least. Thank you
to all the member who have put in countless hours
of rehearsals, and for always making our worship
something special as we continue to sing praises to
our Risen Savior. Also, Thank you Bill for the
accompaniment with the trumpet during selected
hymns!

On behalf of the choir and myself, we pray that the
Lord would grant Les Szoke a speedy recovery,
according to His Good and Gracious Will. We miss
you and look forward to you re-joining the ranks.

The choir will be going Christmas Caroling on
Sunday Dec. 12 at 12:00 p.m. and would like to
extend an invitation to everyone to join us. Please
let me know if you are planning to attend by Sunday
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Dec. 5. We will be visiting our shut-ins, and will
conclude in the church basement at 3 p.m. with
refreshments. Please notify me if you think there is
someone who should be added to our caroling list of
visitations.

In Christ,

Tommy Sax
Choir Schedule for December 2010

Wednesday’s of Advent 7 p.m. Accompanied by the
Adult Choir
Dec. 5, 9 a.m. Adult Choir
Dec. 12, 9 a.m. Adult Choir
Dec. 19,9 a.m. A Service of Lessons and Carols
Adult and Children’s Choir (Choirs, please
arrive at 8:40 a.m.)
Dec. 24, 4 p.m. Children’s Choir
Dec. 24, 11 p.m. Adult Choir

Dec. 25, 9 a.m. Adult Choir

Dec. 31, 5 p.m. Adult Choir
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A Service of Lessons and Carols
featuring our Adult and
Children’s Choir

There will be NO Bible Study, Sunday
School or Children’s Choir practice
following the service.

All are invited to have refreshments
immediately following the service.

Come one, Come all

Blessings in the name of Christ
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The church office is in desperate
need of a new computer. The cost
of this would be approximately
$700.00.

If you would like to contribute
towards this much needed
upgrade, please make your check
payable to St. John’s Lutheran
Church and in the memo area,
please put “Church Computer”
In an effort to upgrade the church
office, a brand new secretarial chair
has been donated, along with a desk,

scanner, and brand new monitors and
Kkeyboards

Christmnas Memorial Lights
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The lights on the church Christmas tree will
be memorialized. If you wish to remember a
departed loved one in this way, please send
your information to the church office. The
cost is $1.00 per name.
The deadline is December 20, 2010

In Loving
Memory of: By:

Please Print Clearly
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My sincere thanks to everyone aft St.
John’s for your prayers, phone calls,
cards and visitations while | was in
the hospital. Special thanks to Pastor
Miller for his prayers and support.
Thanks,

Ann Gray
RN RN AR R RN A AR ARRRRAN

St. john’s Lutheran school

SPRING AUCTION
SAVE THE DATE

APRIL 1, 2011
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Interesting Facts about Christmas

The word Christmas is Old English, a contraction of
Christ's Mass.

:The first president to decorate the white house
Christmas tree in the United States was Franklin
Pierce.

:Germany made the first artificial Christmas trees.
They were made of goose feathers and dyed green.

:Electric lights for trees were first used in 1895.

#The first Christmas cards were vintage and
invented in 1843, the Victorian Era.

:"It's a Wonderful Life" appears on TV more often
than any other holiday movie.

»The Nutcracker" is the most famous Christmas
ballet.

»’Jingle Bells" was first written for Thanksgiving
and then became one of the most popular Christmas
songs.

:If you received all of the gifts in the song "The
Twelve Days of Christmas," you would receive 364
gifts.

:The poinsettia plant was brought into the United
States from Mexico by Joel Poinsett in the early
1800's.

:Holly berries are poisonous.
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»Contrary to common belief, poinsettia plants are
non-toxic.

:Mistletoe was chosen as Oklahoma's state flower in
1893 and later changed to the state floral emblem.

:In 1843, "A Christmas Carol" was written by
Charles Dickens in just six weeks.

»The first state to recognize the Christmas holiday
officially was Alabama.

:Christmas became a national holiday in America on
June, 26, 1870.

:An angel told Mary she was going to have a baby.
:Clearing up a common misconception, in Greek, X
means Christ. That is where the word "X-Mas"
comes from. Not because someone took the "Christ"

out of Christmas.

‘Traditionally, Christmas trees are taken down after
Epiphany.

:More diamonds are sold around Christmas than any
other time of the year.

:In Mexico, wearing red underwear on New Year's
Eve is said to bring new love in the upcoming year.
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CYO Basketball Schedule Fall 2010

All Home Games are in Bold

Data

e — R S

\Day Time [Team [Opponent ILocation 1

| Sat 4-Dec| 100 PM[Bantam |3t Bochs St Rochs —_j

SEf &Dec| 300 PM[Boysdv |OLHC Blus CYD Down 1

Sun | 5Dec| 1:00PM|Blddy |OLGP 5t John's Lutheran

Sun | S-Dec| 2:00 PM|Gidget [Holy Rosary St. John's Lutheran

Sun §-Dec|  3:00 PM|Bantam [OLHC St John's Lutheran

Wed 8-Dec| 800 PMBoys)V [St Josech Rossbank  |CYO Down

Sat | 11-Dec| &30 PM|Gidget [OLQP OLaP

?ur. T2-Dec] 2:00 PM[Biddy  [Trinity Trinity

Sun | 12-Deci  2:00 PMiGidget 3acred Heart Sacred Hear ]

Sun_| 12-Dec| 4:30 PM{Boys)V [OLSS BLSS WG =
1 1 - '3

Tugs | 14-Dec| 6.00 PM|Eantam |Our Lady of M. Carnel {Cuur Lady of ML Carmel

[Sat | 18.0ec| 9:00 AM{Biddy [St John Villa St_John's Lutheran

'Sat_| 18-Dec| 10:00 AM|Gidget |5t Dorothy 8t. John's Lutheran

Sat | 18-Dec| 11:00 AM|Bantam [St. Ann |51 John's Lutheran

Sat | 1B-Dec| 12:00 PM|BoysJV [Holy Rosary Sk John's Lutheran

Sun_| 19-Dec| 1:00 PMiBantam jOur Lady Star Sea 8t. John's Lutheran

Sun | 19-Dec| 2:00 PM|BoysJV St Mary St John's Lutheran |

Sun_| 18-D0ec| 1:30 PM[Biddy |5t Adaberts {51 Adalberts |

Sun_| 18-Dec| 500 PM|Gidget 5L Rita |31 Rita
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Raise money for your school the delicious
way!!!

DINE TO DONATE

Goodfellas Pizza

& Restaurant
1817 Victory Blvd. & Raymond Ave.
(718) 815-8500
Castleton Corners
OR
1718 Hylan Blvd. & Garretson Ave.
(718)987-2422 Dongan Hills

Wednesday, JANUARY 19th
&
Wednesday, JANUARY 26"

Lunch-Dinner
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT
Giving
St. John’s Lutheran School
663 Manor Rd, SI.,N.Y. 10314

(15% back)

“Must bring & render this coupon flyer
at time of payment”

(f one date Ls not good for You, that's ok;
Gooofellas is giving us 2 dates to Mangia,
mangia!

Buon appetito.
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Calling all

St. John’s Lutheran School is looking for
someone in our congregation who has
experience in writing grants to help our
principal to investigate grant-writing
opportunities.

We are also looking for someone to develop
alumni lists so that we can establish a
greater relationship with our alumni.

If you can help in either of these areas, or
know someone who could, please contact
Mrs. Palisay at the school office.
(718) 761-1858

Thank You
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A Very Merry
Christmas

And

III II
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