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The Vine 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 
form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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 Lutheran Church & School 
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Divine Service:  
   Sundays @ 9:00 AM 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Church:  
216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post) 

Staten Island, NY  10302 (no mail) 
Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com  

Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org 
School & Church Office  

 663 Manor Road (Mail Accepted ) 
 Staten Island, NY  10314  
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A Message from the Elders 

September 2010 
 

Greetings in the Name of Christ Jesus, 
 
I hope everyone had an enjoyable and healthy 
summer. We began the summer by saying farewell 
to Pastor Lohmeyer and Judy. Pastor Lohmeyer 
accepted a Divine Call to become a Mission Pastor 
in the Greenbrier Valley in West Virginia. The 
Lohmeyers received a farewell dinner from St. 
John’s in which 110 church and school families 
gathered to thank them for their dedication to the 
church and school these past seven years. 
 
The church has decided to begin the Divine Call 
process to find our next shepherd for the church and 
school. In the interim, we have worked out details 
to have a vacancy pastor fill in temporally. I am 
pleased to report that    Pastor Wade Miller of 
Trinity Lutheran Bay Ridge, has agreed to assist us. 
He will still be ministering in Brooklyn, but have 
agreed to add St. John’s to his responsibilities. 
Pastor Miller will conduct a 9 am Divine Service 
each week at the church. He will be working solely 
on Wednesday and Thursdays for St. John’s Church 
and School, which includes weekly chapel and other 
responsibilities which will be made available in the 
church office. We welcome Pastor Miller and his 
family and thank God for such a dedicated shepherd 
who has committed himself to minister to two 
churches and our school. May God give him all that 
he needs to accomplish the ministry given to him. I  
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would ask that everyone pray for Pastor Miller, and 
support him in his ministry. I also would like to ask 
that everyone dedicate one special moment each 
day that God would send St. John’s their next 
Called Pastor. May the Lord continue to shower our 
church and school with His blessing and love. 
 
In Christ Jesus, 
 
Thomas Sax 
Chairman, Board of Elders 
 
“I can do all things in Him who strengthens me.” 
Philippians 4:13 
 
Serving as Church Elders; 
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As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and 
               with the Holy Spirit's help, we will: 
 
• Recognize that we are made stewards by God's 

activity;  
• Respect Christian stewards for Whose they are; and,  
• Remind stewards that they are God's new creation each 

day.  
 
As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and 
             with the Holy Spirit's help, we will not:  
 
• Use short-cut methods that consider stewards to be 

merely "donors," "clients" or "customers" or means 
to an end;  

• Neglect to name the name of the Lord who is the 
Source of all stewardship; or,  

• Present stewardship as limited to a single area of life, 
such as money.  

 

(LCMS Website) 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW SCHOOL YEAR !!! 
  
We can't wait to see all of you again. Some of 
you attended camp, some went on vacation, 
and some went on a Staycation. You'll be 
sharing your experiences with your 
schoolmates and teachers. Floors are shined, 
desks in place and teachers are willing and 
ready for your return. 
  
School opens Wednesday, September 8th.  
See you then! 
  
Mrs. Palisay 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

                     
  
10 Janis Szoke 17 Judi Smith  
13 Andrew Reich 18          Peter & Sandra Sollog 
17 Walter Heiman 29          John & Carol Gencarello  
20 Hunter Peters 30 Les & Janis Szoke  
28 Mark Hewitt 
30 Irene Olsen 
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Offerings for June, July & August 2010 
 

June 2010……… ……..……..…...…$ 8,493   
July 2010…… ……..…..……………$ 7,158    
August 1-29, 2010…………………$ 9,539 

  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church encourages ALL to 
go online to view the newsletter, if possible. 

Click onto the church side, and then click onto 
the “VINE”. There is also a link that has the 

church calendar and the serving schedule. If 
you are viewing the “VINE” online and wish to 

opt out of the mailings, please contact the 
church office via e-mail, to request being taken 

off the mailing list.  
 
 

Saints and Church Dates 
September 2010 

 
14 – Holy Cross Day 

21 – St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
29 – St. Michael and all Angels 

stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gamil.com  

 

Adult Bible Education Hour 
On September 19th the Bible Study “Life of 

Jesus, Miracles” will continue.  We will 
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meet at 10:30 a.m. in the church basement.  
All are welcome! 

Richard Neitzel, Facilitator 
************************************
************************************ 

 
Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus, 
 
Where did the summer go? It seems like yesterday 
that the school and choir year was coming to an 
end. Let me begin for thanking our church choirs 
and school chorus on an excellent 2009/2010 year.  
 
A very special thanks goes out for the children and 
to all our volunteers who made this year’s V.B.S. 
such a success. With 23 children and 12 adult 
volunteers, this year’s “Christmas In July” theme 
went without a hitch. Each day began with an  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Opening Devotion, and was followed by, Music, 
Arts and Crafts, Story Time, Animated Christmas 
Story and a Closing Devotion.  Parents, family 
members and friends attended Friday festivities 
which concluded with a Christmas Pageant, lunch 
and Christmas cookies prepared by the children and 
staff. All our volunteers were awesome and I never 
could have pulled this off without them. Also thank 
you for all those who donated snacks and money to 
our V.B.S. 
 
This past August we participated in a month long 
Hymn-fest. Here the parishioners submitted names 
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of their favorite hymns which we sang throughout 
the month. I received a lot of positive feed back 
from parishioners who enjoyed singing their 
favorite hymns. Thank you again for all who 
submitted such wonderful selections. 
 
It’s time once again for our choirs to begin 
rehearsals. Please remember all are welcome. 
Reading music is not required and you may join 
with a partial commitment if you are unable to 
make a full year commitment. 
 
Adult choir rehearsals are every Tuesday evening at 
the church from 8 p.m. - 9 p.m. starting September 
7, 2010. During Advent and Lent we will practice 
on Wednesday evenings immediately following the 
mid-week services. The adult choir sings at all 
holidays and usually twice a month. The adult choir 
meets from September - June. 
 
Please note in a change to our children’s choir 
schedule. Our children’s choir is due to begin on 
Sunday September 19, immediately following the 9  
am service. We will meet on Sundays immediately 
following the service. Rehearsal time will be 30 
minutes each week. This gives the parents time to 
go down to our coffee hour or you may remain in 
church for some meditation and reflection. The 
children’s choir sings during holidays and usually 
sings once or twice each month. The children’s 
choir meets September - May.  
   In Christ, 
        
   Tommy Sax 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010 
CELEBRATING 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
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Photos taken by: 
 Alexis Garcia 

 
A Great Big Thank You to all our volunteers 

who made VBS week fun and a wonderful 
success 

See you next year !!!! 
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St. John’s Church & School would like to 
“THANK” Les Szoke for all your hard work.  

Everything you have done has made a big 
difference in our appearance.  

 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
 
The Lutheran Hour may be heard Sunday 
mornings at 8:30 a.m. on WNYM, 970 on the AM 
dial.  You can also read, download, and listen to the 
sermons on the web site:  www.lutheranhour.org. 
 Information from the web site: 
The Lutheran Hour® which began in 1930, is the 
world's longest-running, Christian outreach radio 
program. It proclaims the message of Jesus Christ to 
more than 1.2 million people each week over 800 
radio stations across North America. It is also 
broadcast on the American Forces Network to reach 
military personnel and their families around the 
world, as well as on XM's Family Talk Radio 170 
each Sunday at 1 p.m. EST.  
 Here is the link to subscribe to an e-
newsletter: http://www.lhm.org/email/login.asp 
 Here is the link for the sermon schedule:  
http://www.lutheranhour.org/programguide.asp  
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Hi All, 

Good News!! 
B. J. Birstler, Rhoda 

Browne and Joan Mohlenhoff 
have agreed to jointly run 

the Sunday School Thanks 
be to God. 

 
 

 Please remember the following deadlines: 
Weekly Bulletin every Tuesday @ 10AM 

Monthly Newsletter the second Monday of 
every Month @ 11AM 

 
These deadlines are to insure that the church 
office has ample time to review and publish 

news, upcoming events and important 
information pertaining to the school and 

congregation. 
 

If you have posted information in the Weekly 
Bulletin and/or the Monthly Newsletter as an 
ongoing message, and it no longer needs to 
be posted, you MUST call the office to have it 

removed. 
Once again, I thank you for your kind 

cooperation in this matter. 
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Dear Ladies of St. John's Church and School; 
 
A new year is starting for the Ladies Guild at St. 
John's Lutheran Church and School for 2010-2011. 
During the year we have exciting topics and several 
guest speakers from our community. We will notify 
you month by month who the speaker will be. Our 
meetings are held at St. John's Lutheran Church. 
The meeting’s are the first Thursday of the month, 
except the September meeting is on the 9th at 7:30 
pm. Bring new flavors and ideas to our meeting. 
 
 The Ladies Guild is also a member organization of 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML). Remember Ladies October 3rd is LWML 
Sunday. 
 
 The purpose of the Ladies Guild is to promote 
Christian fellowship among the Church to engage in 
activities to raise money for missions and charitable 
purpose to further the Kingdom of God here on 
earth.  
 
Greeting,  God Bless! 
Ladies Guild President 
Brigitte Hermann�

�
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Alone, Alive, Fulfilled 
Alzheimer’s 
Battles with the Bottle 
Coping with Cancer 
Dealing with Depression 
Finding Peace 
Forgiveness Is for Giving 
Has God Abandoned Me? 
How to Know What’s Right…And Do It 
No Need to Fear 
Now You’re Talking 
Overcoming A Painful Childhood 
Parenting with Purpose 
Prayer and Thoughts for Caregivers 
Setting Priorities 
Raising Your Children with Respect 
 So You Prayed for A Miracle… 
Surviving A Loved One’s Suicide 
Surviving Breast Cancer 
Take Heart in Your Grief 
Talking with God 
The Purpose of Living, The Purpose of Dying 
The Truth About Angels 
“THHHPPTT!” And Other Helpful Ways to Manage Anger 
Too Much to Do, Too Little Time 
Unlocking the Prison of Guilt 
When in Doubt…Read the Book! 
Where’s God in All of This? 
Why Should I go to Church? 

�
 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
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How well do you know your fellow parishioner? 

 
Each month I will be adding a picture of a new person to 
the vine for all to see if they can guess who it is. This is 
strictly voluntary and only information giving to me 
will be submitted to the vine. You can either dig out an 
old picture of yourself, perhaps your confirmation or 
baby picture. You may also choose to write a 
brief Biography on yourself to see if others can guess 
who you are. The answers will be giving in the 
following month's vine newsletter. The purpose for 
doing this, other than having fun, is to let the 
congregation get to know each other a little better, and to 
promote fellowship with one another. This is not limited 
to individuals. You may choose to put in the adult choir, 
pastors, musicians, etc., from past years and have people 
guess who it is and the year the picture was taken. St. 
John's has a rich history and many memories to be 
shared and passed down to other generations. Those 
interested must have their information/pictures sent 
to the church office by September 13 , 2010, for the 
October Vine. You may participate any time during the 
year by handing in your information during regular vine 
deadlines. You can mail or e-mail to the church office, 
663 Manor Road, 10314 or e-mail at 
stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com. Please contact 
the church office for any further questions. 
 
In Christ 
Thomas Sax 

 
 
 
 
 

WHO CAN IT BE? 
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NAME:___________________________________  
D.O.B.:___________________________________ 
BIRTHPLACE:_____________________________ 
PARENT(S)/SIBLING(S):____________________
_ 
SCHOOL(S) ATTENDED:___________________ 
DEGREES:________________________________ 
MILITARY SERVICE:______________________ 
CHILDHOOD RELIGION:___________________ 
YEAR JOINED ST. JOHN’S:_________________ 
INTERESTING FACTS 
(MARRIED, CHILDREN, JOBS, HOBBIES, 
ETC.)_____________________________________ 
SERVED IN CHURCH AS.... 
(CHOIR, SOCIAL MINISTRY, ACOLYTE, ETC.) 
__________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER FOR FURTHER QUESTIONS 

    WHO IS IT?     
 

   Each month we will be featuring a mystery 
parishioner in the monthly Vine Newsletter. A 

picture or clue of this person will be on the church 
basement cork board next to the piano. Let’s see 
how well we know our fellow parishioners  by 

trying to find out who they are by the clues given. 
The answer for our mystery parishioner will be 

published in the following months Vine. Good luck 
and have a little fun!  

 
In Christ, 
 
Tommy Sax  
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If you have not sent in your 
“Stewardship Form” please send it as 
soon as possible.  Our annual update 

is necessary to keep accurate 
records. 

 
 

SHARING MY TIME AND TALENTS 
 
As a Christian Steward I ask God to direct my life 
in such a way that it will provide service to Him and 
to others.  With that in mind, I agree to share my 
time and talents in the following ways: 
 
Date______________________________________ 
Name_____________________________________ 
Addres____________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
____________________________________ 
Phone _____________________________Home 
         _____________________________Work 
 _____________________________Cell 
E-mail____________________________________ 
 
 Birthday_____________________________ 
 Anniversary__________________________ 
 Baptism 
Date_____________________________________ 
 
Information above may be published for church use 
only. 
 Yes_________  No_________   
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1. Please complete a form for each member of the 
family 6 years and older.  This will assist us in 
updating our records yearly. 

2. Please turn in your forms with your name, even if 
you feel you can not take an active roll at this time. 

 
MINISTRY OF WORSHIP 
____ Serve as an Acolyte (age 10-18) 
____ Serve on Altar Care 
____ Serve as Assisting Minister 
_____ 9:00am   Special Service____    
____ Sing in a Choir 
____ Play a Musical Instrument 
_________________________Type of Instrument 
____ Drama 
____ Contribute Altar Flowers (see sign up chart) 
____ Serve as a Greeter  
____     9:00am Service   Special Service____    
____ Serve as a Reader 
_____   9:00am Service   Special Service____    
____ Audio Technician 
____ Video Tape Worship & Special Events 
____ Serve as an Usher 
____  9:00am Service    Special Service____    
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
____ Attend Bible Class 
____ Lead Bible Class 
____ Men’s Bible Study        
When_____________________ 
____ Women’s Bible Study        
When_____________________ 
____ Home Bible Study 
 ____Host   ____Join    ____Lead 
____ Attend Sunday School 
____ Sunday School 
 Teach____ Assist____ Crafts____ Substitute 
Teacher____ 
____ Vacation Bible Study 
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 Teach___ Snacks___ Arts & Crafts____ 
Music____ Assit.____ 
 Other__________________________________
_____________ 
____ St. John’s School 
 ____ Volunteer in classroom     ____Help with 
lunches 
 ____ Help with special projects ____ Drive 
 
MINISTRY OF SERVICE 
____ Cook 
____ Arts & Crafts 
____ Sewing 
 ____Costumes 
____ Clerical Jobs (Newsletter, bulletins, etc.) 
____ Computer 
____ Adorn Sanctuary for Christmas, Easter, etc. 
____ Telephoning 
____ Historian 
____ Public Relations 
____ Photographer 
____ Volunteer in the Church Office 

_______________________________________
_____________day(s) of the week 
 
hours available 
 

____ Help with physical property 
Circle those you would help with.  Indicate if licensed. 
 
Carpenter     Painter Fire Safety  Electrician 
Plumber      Boiler Insp. General Handyman 
Work on Grounds Landscaping 
 Other______________________________________
___ 
____ Serve on a Board or Committee 
 ____ Building & Planning 
 ____ Board of Christian Education  
 ____ Board of Evangelism 
 ____ Board of Social Ministry 
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 ____ Counting Committee (offering) 
 ____ Board of Property 
 ____ Stewardship Committee 
____ Special Events 
____ Youth Activities (circle) 
 Chaperone Drive for Activities  
  Provide Food 

Assist Youth Leader Youth Committee     
Other______________ 
____ Professional Services 
 Engineer_____ Law_____ Counseling____            
 Accounting____ Medical_____ 
 

MINISTRY OF CARING 
____ Visit the Elderly in their homes 
____ Visit Members in the hospital/Nursing 
Homes 
____ Visit New Members 
____ Make Calls on Visitors 
____ Call on first time visitors 
____ Telephone Care Ministry 
____ Provide Transportation 
Mon.___ Tues.____  Wed.___ Thurs.___ Fri.___ Sat.___ Sun.____ 
____ Provide Food 
 ____Church Functions 
 ____ Those in Need 
____ Participate in Prayer Chain 
 ____phone chain   _____e-mail chain 
 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
____ Adult Fellowship 
 Game Night____  Day Trips_____ 
 Game Day______ Other________ 
____ Lutheran Woman’s Missionary League 
 Evening__________   Day_____________ 
____ Youth Group 
____ Sport Team 
 Basketball_____  Baseball______ 
 Bowling_______ Other_________ 
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Please list other talents you are happy to share: 
 
 

 
 

I ask God to help me do these things 
through Christ who has richly blessed me. 

 
You can send via e-mail: 

stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com 
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ST. JOHN ����S  ANNUAL 
BLOCK  PARTY 

 
******************* 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2010 
 

216 Jewett Avenue (at Catherine Court) 
 

                     9:00 Worship Service 
                       11:00 Block Party 

 
 

All are invited! 

Bring your family, friends, and neighbors! 
 

If you would like to help by setting up, 

cooking, cleaning up, or bringing a salad, 

dessert, or beverage, please put your name 

on the sign-up sheet in the narthex.  

Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided. 
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SPELL CZECH 

 
Eye halve a spelling chequer.  It 

came with my pea sea.  It plainly 
marques four my revue miss steaks 

eye kin knot sea. 
 

Eye strike a key and type a word 
and weight four it two say weather 
eye am wrong oar write.  It shows 

me strait a weigh. 
 

As soon as a mist ache is maid, it 
nose bee fore two long and eye can 

put the error rite.  Its rarely ever 
wrong. 

 
Eye have run this poem threw it, I am 
shore your pleased two no.  Its letter 

perfect in it’s weigh.  My chequer 
tolled me sew. 

 
Sauce Unknown 
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WHAT DID YOU MISS AND 

WHAT’S NEXT ? 
 

 
June 27 –  Pastor Lohmeyer’s last service 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church. Pastor 
accepts a Divine Call from the Ohio District 
to  
become a mission Pastor. 
 
July – Council meetings. Elders meetings 
and Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Breakfast (9:30 a.m.) we all met at the 
parsonage at 40 S.  Greenleaf Avenue. 
 
August Hymn Fest – Congregation picked 
favorite hymns to sing during the month of 
August 
 
August 22 – Congregation votes to have 
Pastor Wade Miller of Trinity Bay Ridge  
become our Vacancy Pastor at the church 
and school.  Church will begin the Divine 
Call Process. 
 
September 5 – We will now be worshipping 
at ONE SERVICE A WEEK. The  new 
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time is 9:00AM since Pastor Miller will be 
serving Trinity Bay Ridge and St. John’s. 
 
September 12 – Rally Day, worship 9:00 
AM, Block Party at 11:00 AM 
 
September 19 – Children’s Choir/Sunday 
School will meet in the church balcony 
immediately following the service 
(approximately 10AM). Music will conclude 
at 10:30, the second half of Sunday School 
will then meet down in the basement and 
will conclude at 11:00.  The coffee hour will 
still be available in the church basement 
following the 9:00 service, and the Adult 
Bible Study will also meet at 10:30 in the 
basement.    
    
 
 
 

The Alpha Course 
Due to theological concerns, St. John’s will not be 
offering the Alpha Course at this time.  Thank you 
to all those who said they would help by leading, 
participating, and preparing meals.  We may have 
something similar in the future. 
�


