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The Vine 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 
form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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The Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical 

 Lutheran Church & School 
(718) 761-1600 

 
Divine Service:  

   Sundays @ 9:30 AM 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Church:  

216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post) 
Staten Island, NY  10302 (no mail) 

Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com  
Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org 

School & Church Office  
 663 Manor Road (Mail Accepted ) 

, Staten Island, NY  10314  
 

Volume 2010                                              Issue #7&8 
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Our Partnership 

July & August 2010 
 

A Sweet Aroma 
 

“But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads 
us in triumphal procession and through us spreads, 
the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere.  
For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those 
who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to 
the other a fragrance from life to life.  Who is 
sufficient foe these things?  For we are not like so 
many peddlers of God’s word, but as men of 
sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of 
God we speak in Christ.”  2 Corinthians 2:14-17 
 
Dear members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and School; 
 
 When a pastor accepts a Divine Call to 
another position, it means that there must be a 
period of transition.  It also provides an opportunity 
for a congregation to reflect upon what this all 
means for them and their mission.  Since this my 
final note to you in the Vine I want to talk about 
transition and reflection using the passage above 
from St. Paul’s second letter to the congregation at 
Corinth.   
 
 Paul reminds us that it must always be 
Christ Jesus who is leading the Church, for without 
Him we as individuals and as a congregation will 
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fail.  If we follow Him then it will a triumphal 
journey.  In all that I have done the past seven plus 
years, it was done in an effort to be obedient to 
Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  While I may not 
in many ways be seen as a success, pastors are 
called to be above all faithful.  They are called to be 
faithful to God’s Word and to proclaim it in all its 
truth and purity.   They are called to administer the 
Sacrament properly, which means that they have the 
God given responsibility to not carelessly distribute 
them (Cheap Grace – Bonhoeffer) among other 
things.   
 
 Paul reminds us that Christians and their 
lives is the sweet aroma of Christ.  It is an aroma 
which is noted by both the believing and the 
doubting.  I have sought to make St. John’s a more 
powerful aroma in our community.  It happens as 
we gather around Word and Sacrament regularly.  
We become more aromatic as we study the Word of 
God in our homes and in Bible Classes.  Therefore 
my encouragement to worship often and receive the 
Lord’s Supper often was to make you by God’s 
grace a more pleasant aroma to each other and to 
our community.  This current year has seen an 
increase in the number of members attending Bible 
Class.  With the Spirit’s power it will continue to 
increase the aroma of Christ among you.  I urge you 
to continue this trend of increasing members in 
Bible Study and worship, and then you will be 
“fighting the good fight of faith.” 
 
 During the summer months, continue to be a 
sweet aroma wherever you may be.  Follow Christ, 
and you will continue to be as a parish a sweet 
aroma for this community.  Respect those who are 
in authority over you, for they are concerned for 
your spiritual welfare.  During this period of 
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transition, remember it is Christ’s Church and He is 
in charge.  Be faithful to Him and His Word, and 
you will be a sweet aroma.  
 
 I thank God for the opportunity God gave 
me to serve as the shepherd of St. John’s Lutheran.  
God has richly blessed our journey together, and 
following His lead into the future we are assured 
that it will be a triumphant journey.  Judy and I 
thank you for your friendship and support.  We ask 
that you keep us and our Divine Call to plant a new 
congregation in your prayers as you remain in ours. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Judy and Pastor Lohmeyer’s new address is; 
R.R. 1 Box 4H  
Alderson WV, 24910 
Phone: 304-445-7348 
 
Pastor Lohmeyer to be installed on September 19th 

 
Pastor Lohmeyer will be installed as a Mission 
Pastor in the Ohio District of the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod during a 4:00 P.M. Divine Service 
at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Charleston WV on 
September 19th 2010.  Redeemer Lutheran is 
located at #1 Deerwalk Lane.  Everyone is invited 
to attend the special service of installation. 
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July & August 2010 

 
GOD’S STEWARDS ARE GOD’S STEWARDS.  

 
This means that God’s stewards are 
stewards by virtue of creation and re-
creation in Holy Baptism; therefore, they 
belong to the Lord.  
 

When you first hear the words of this principle you 
may think it’s just another example of double-talk. 
But it’s not. Rather it is the articulation of the 
foundational principle that God is the Creator of all 
things and that He has redeemed, or re-created, us in 
Holy Baptism. Stewardship is, as a Lutheran leader 
long ago said, “everything I do after I say I believe.”  

Therefore, stewards do not “belong” to the 
congregation in the sense that the congregation insists 
only those things done for the congregation are 
examples of good stewardship. Stewards “belong” to 
God and, as they mature, they seek out God’s will for 
their stewardship attitudes and practices. They have a 
right to know what God is up to in this world and to 
support that work with their time, talents and 
resources as they are led by the Spirit.  

(LCMS Website)�
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Our graduations were spectacular. 
All the years at St. John's have past so quickly. 
Friendships were formed, characters built, 
knowledge gained. 
  
Grade 8 graduates were treated to an inspiring 
speaker. 
Kindergarten students eagerly anticipate first 
grade. 
Pre Schoolers are curious about "big school". 
  
Some of our teachers and students will not 
return. We will miss you all. 
Changes have be made for some classroom 
assignments. 
We are already excited about our new 
programs, plans and schedules. 
  
Enjoy your summer ! 
  
Rest ! Relax ! and Read ! 
  
Mrs. Palisay 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

                     
  
 Happy Birthday                     Happy Anniversar y               
   6 Walter & Etta-Lee Heiman 
1 Kay Hart                  
 1 Mildred Wangler  
8 Robert Browne 
14 Matthew Reich 
19 Dorothy Mohlenhoff 
21 Arlene Sellenthin 
24 Ray Mullick 
24 James Hart 
26 Bill Heming, Sr. 
26 Melissa Sollog-Douglas 
29 Ron Graboski 

     
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 

                                      
 

   
2 Eric T. Hansen     
2 Joan Graboski 14 Janis & Brian Reich  
7 Etta Lee-Heiman 22     Holly & Richard Oliveri  
10 Fiona Gannon 24     Walter & Cathy Francis  
10 Kay;eigh Peters 26     Tom & Jacqueline Sax   
14 Henry Alvestad 
20 Krista Johanesson 
26 Kenneth Birstler 
26 Peter Hart  
31 Barbara Percoco 
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Offerings for May 2010 & June 2010 

 
Expansion Fund … ………………...$      174    
Love…………………………………..$        59 
May 2010……………..……..…...…$   15,255 
June 1-14, 2010…… .…..……………$  4,337   

  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church encourages ALL to 
go online to view the newsletter, if possible. 

Click onto the church side, and then click onto 
the “VINE”. There is also a link that has the 

church calendar and the serving schedule. If 
you are viewing the “VINE” online and wish to 

opt out of the mailings, please contact the 
church office via e-mail, to request being taken 

off the mailing list.  
 

Saints and Church Dates 
July & August 2010 

 
7/22 St. Mary Magdalene 

7/25 St. James the  Elder, Apostle 
 

8/15 St. Mary, Mother of our Lord 
8/24 St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

8/29 The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist 
 

stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gamil.com  

New Members were received on June 20, 2010 
Margaret Persans and Christine Meehan 

 
Receiving their  

First Communion on June 27, 2010 
James Wessels and Adam Varela 
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Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus, 
  
As our adult and children’s choir take a break for 
the summer months, I thought I would share how 
busy our two choirs were. The adult choir from the 
months of September, 2009, through June of 2010, 
sang 30 times, and sang a total of 50 songs. Our 
children’s choir from the months of 
September, 2009, through May, 2010, sang 20 times 
and sang a total of 25 songs. Once again, thanks to 
all for their dedication and hard work. The 
children’s choir concluded on Saturday 5/30 with a 
pizza party and games. The members received 
certificates and goodie bags and enjoyed cupcakes 
made by Heidi Cioffi. Thank you to the parents who 
stayed and helped out at the party for our choir, and 
thank you all again for your generous gift. As you 
can see, there are plenty of opportunities for anyone 
to sing with our two choirs each year. Adults and 
children may make a partial commitment if you 
can’t commit to the full year.  
 
Choir is on hold for the summer, so that means that 
“VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL” is gearing up.  
This year’s VBS theme will be, “Christmas in July” 
and will take place at the church from Mon. July 12, 
2010 - Fri. July 16, 2010, from 9:00 am - 11:00 am. 
Volunteers are needed for crafts, snack time, story 
reading and more. Donations may be made payable 
to St. John’s Lutheran Church, (in memo VBS 
2010). Anyone interested may contact me at (917) 
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696-5227, Rhoda Browne at, (718) 698-3356 or the 
church office at (718) 761-1600. I pray that you 
have a blessed and safe summer, and I hope to see 
all my present choir members and by the grace of 
God some new ones in September.     
        
  In Christ, 
       
      
   Tommy Sax 
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AUGUST HYMN-FEST 2010 

 
Why ask the question, “When’s the last time we 

sang that hymn?” 
The hymns that we will sing this August will be 

picked by you! 
 

Please fill in your top 5 hymns (excluding 
holiday hymns such as Christmas) detach 

bottom of this sheet and place your selections in 
the basket in narthex labeled ����������������� ������	
��
����	
��
����	
��
����	
��
�
  

 
Sheets must be turned in by Sunday July 18, 2010. 

 
The hymns may be from other hymnals other 

than the one we currently use. All hymns 
selected will be printed in each bulletin during 

the services in August . 
Any hymns we may not have a chance to sing, I 
will try to fit into the service during the prelude, 

offertory or postlude. 
 

xxxx DETACH HERE xxxx  
 

 
1. ________________________________________ 
 
2. ________________________________________ 
 
3. ________________________________________ 
 
4.________________________________________ 
 
5. ________________________________________ 
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The Lutheran Hour  may be heard Sunday mornings at 
8:30 a.m. on WNYM, 970 on the AM dial.  You can also 
read, download, and listen to the sermons on the web 
site:  www.lutheranhour.org. 
 Information from the web site: 
The Lutheran Hour® which began in 1930, is the 
world's longest-running, Christian outreach radio 
program. It proclaims the message of Jesus Christ to 
more than 1.2 million people each week over 800 radio 
stations across North America. It is also broadcast on the 
American Forces Network to reach military personnel 
and their families around the world, as well as on XM's 
Family Talk Radio 170 each Sunday at 1 p.m. EST.  
 Here is the link to subscribe to an e-
newsletter: http://www.lhm.org/email/login.asp 
 Here is the link for the sermon schedule:  
http://www.lutheranhour.org/programguide.asp  
  
 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Please remember the following deadlines: 
Weekly Bulletin every Tuesday @ 10AM 

Monthly Newsletter the second Monday of 
every Month @ 11AM 

These deadlines are to insure that the church 
office has time to review and publish news, 

upcoming events and important information 
pertaining to the school and congregation. 

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation 
Also, please remember that if you have posted 
information in the Weekly Bulletin and/or  the 
Monthly Newsletter as an ongoing message, 

and it no longer needs to be posted, you MUST 
call the office to have it removed. 

Once again, I thank you for your kind 
cooperation in this matter. 

  
�
�
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St. John’s Lutheran School’s yearbooks 
for the school year 2009 – 2010 are here. 

 

Students who have pre-purchased their 
yearbooks are receiving them today. 

We do have extra yearbooks available to be 
purchased.  However, supplies are limited, so it will 
have to be first come, first serve. 

The price for a yearbook is $35 per book.  
If you would like to make a purchase, please submit 
payment, along with the bottom of this form, to the 
school office.  Payment can be in the form of cash 
or a check made out to St. John’s Lutheran 
School, and please put Yearbook in the memo.   
 Once more, it is first come first serve, so 
don’t wait too long. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Please give my child  
__________________________________  _______    
Student’s Name                          Grade 
the number of Yearbooks indicated below. 
 ___________________________________  
                              Parent’s Signature 
 
If not a student, (for example, a church member, or 
extended family member) please list who the 
book(s) is to be distributed to.   
# _____ Yearbooks x $35  = $ _______  
Amount Enclosed__________   
Date _________________ 
 

�
�
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Alone, Alive, Fulfilled 
Alzheimer’s 
Battles with the Bottle 
Coping with Cancer 
Dealing with Depression 
Finding Peace 
Forgiveness Is for Giving 
Has God Abandoned Me? 
How to Know What’s Right…And Do It 
No Need to Fear 
Now You’re Talking 
Overcoming A Painful Childhood 
Parenting with Purpose 
Prayer and Thoughts for Caregivers 
Setting Priorities 
Raising Your Children with Respect 
 So You Prayed for A Miracle… 
Surviving A Loved One’s Suicide 
Surviving Breast Cancer 
Take Heart in Your Grief 
Talking with God 
The Purpose of Living, The Purpose of Dying 
The Truth About Angels 
“THHHPPTT!” And Other Helpful Ways to Manage Anger 
Too Much to Do, Too Little Time 
Unlocking the Prison of Guilt 
When in Doubt…Read the Book! 
Where’s God in All of This? 
Why Should I go to Church? 

�
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Sight & Sound Theatre in Lancaster, 

PA 
October 16, 2010 
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COST 
$125.00 Per Adult  
Children (4-12) $60.00 Per Child 

Payment Plan is as follows: 
$40.00 p.p. due on or before July 21, 2010 
$40.00 p.p. due on or before August 21, 2010 
 
Mail check to Ken Birstler:  
21 Amelia Court, Staten Island, NY  10310 
Make check payable to:  
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Any questions/reservations call Ken Birstler  
                      At  (718) 273-0991 
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ALPHA COURSE 

St. John’s may be starting the Alpha Course in 
September.  It is a 10-week course primarily for people 
who are interested in exploring Christianity.  

The group would consist of no more than 8 guests.  
Guests would be served a free dinner and discuss the 
topic for the evening.  The idea is to provide a 
nonthreatening way to wrestle with questions.  

Food could be ordered, or people in the congregation 
could help in preparing the meal.  A kit of manuals and 
DVD's would be $315.  Alpha may be able to provide 
scholarship funds for churches that have financial 
difficulty.  

Two leaders and two helpers would be needed.  There is 
training on July 17, 10:00-6:00 at Trinity Baptist 
Church, 250 E. 61 Street in Manhattan.  The cost for the 
training is $35 per person, including food, in advance, or 
$40 at the door.  Anyone leading or helping who does 
not attend the training day would have to watch a 
training DVD.  

They are asking all churches to start the same week in 
September and to register their Alpha courses on the 
Alpha web site.  An introductory dinner would be served 
during the week of September 13.  Week 1 of the 10-
week course would be the week of September 20.  

Starting the course at St. John’s will depend on 
participation and support from the congregation.  If you 
have an interest in helping, please contact Daniel 
Wuerdeman at 718-816-6461.  

For additional information see the web site:  
www.alphausa.org. 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
How well do you know your fellow parishioner? 
 
Each month I will be adding a picture of a new 
person to the vine for all to see if they can guess 
who it is. This is strictly voluntary and only 
information giving to me will be submitted to the 
vine. You can either dig out an old picture of 
yourself, perhaps your confirmation or baby picture. 
You may also choose to write a brief Biography on 
yourself to see if others can guess who you are. The 
answers will be giving in the following month's 
vine newsletter. The purpose for doing this, other 
than having fun, is to let the congregation get to 
know each other a little better, and to promote 
fellowship with one another. This is not limited to 
individuals, you may choose to put in the adult 
choir, pastors, musicians, etc., from past years and 
have people guess who it is and the year the picture 
was taken. St. John's has a rich history and many 
memories to be shared and passed down to other 
generations. Those interested must have their 
information/pictures sent to the church office by 
July 26, 2010, for the September Vine. You may 
participate any time during the year by handing in 
your information during regular vine deadlines. You 
can mail or e-mail to the church office, 663 Manor 
Road10314or e-mail at 
stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com. Please 
contact the church office for any further questions. 
 
 
In Christ 
Thomas Sax 
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Thursday’s Breakfast Bible Study  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Camera Shy: Bob Holls, Tom Sax 
Eleanor & Audrey Hansen,  

Judy Lohmeyer 
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St. John’s Lutheran School 

Graduating  

 

 
 

 


