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The Vine 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 
form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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Our Partnership 

May 2010 

Moving Forward with the Risen Christ  

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will 
see me.’”  Matthew 27:10  

“But go; tell His disciples and Peter that He is going 
before you to Galilee.”  Mark 16:7  

“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”  

“Authentic Christianity is composed of non-
negotiated followers who are progressively moving 
toward Christ and who understand all of life and 
this entire world in the context of His teaching and 
His truth.”  Side by Side – Disciple – Making for a 
New Century   

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and School,  

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord!  

For some I’m sure having Holy Week and Easter 
behind us for this year is a good thing.  After all 
how many special church services can one attend 
and how many Easter Eggs can one consume.    
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Of course the Church Calendar and life in general 
forces us to move forward and that’s the way life is 
also.  Life provides us with very little time to 
simply sit still and do nothing.  Life demands that 
we keep moving forward.    

On that first Easter morning and the days that 
followed our Lord’s resurrection from the dead, He 
too not only moved forward, but also reminded His 
disciples and us of that same need.  Jesus wasted no 
time following the resurrection, for on Easter 
Sunday Scripture says that He made several post-
resurrection appearances.  Not only did He do that 
to offer proof that indeed He was alive, He was also 
encouraging His disciples to continue doing what 
they had been doing and had been trained for.  And 
He was continuing to prepare them for His 
ascension into heaven.  His work was finished, but 
that didn’t mean God’s work of desiring that “all 
men be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth” was completed.  

As Jesus had told them earlier before His death, the 
angel reminds them of the need to go to Galilee.  
Perhaps more important was the message that He 
was going there ahead of them.  They would not be 
moving forward with doubts as to whether or not 
Jesus would be there waiting for them, for He said 
He would be there.  They would not have to worry 
about what might happen along the way, for Jesus 
had already passed that way when they went.  And 
latter on He would promise to be with them until the 
end of the age.  Christ would go ahead of them, be 
there when they got there and remain with them.  
What confidence and encouragement that must have 
provided them in those first days after the 
resurrection and ascension.  
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He goes ahead of us to our Galilee as well.  The 
“good news” of Easter is not limited to the blessed 
hope of eternal life that we look forward to, assured 
because Christ rose from the dead, it also includes 
the fact that the living Christ lives within us and 
goes with us, and ahead of us, and remains with us 
throughout our lifetime and beyond into eternity.  
St. Paul in his letter to the Church at Ephesus 
reminds us that the same power which brought 
Christ out of the tomb is available to us and 
working in us (Eph. 1:18-20).  Easter, Paul reminds 
us, is an empowering event.  Through Christ’s 
resurrection we not only have hope of living 
eternally with Christ in heaven, we also have the 
power and vision to move forward serving our Lord 
and neighbor.  

Moving forward from Easter also means that we are 
moving towards Christ, becoming more and more 
like Him.  Set free from sin and guilt, His Spirit 
calls us to a new life of Christ-likeness.  Attached to 
Christ who is the “vine” and the source of all our 
needs, we through Word and Sacrament are moving 
towards becoming more and more like Him.  In 
Romans chapter six, Paul reminds us that our sin 
has been put to death with Christ’s death and we 
have been raised to new life with Him.  That means 
we are a “new creation” through faith in Christ.  
Not perfect, but with the Holy Spirit’s power 
progressing towards becoming more Christ like. 
May the beautiful Easter season motivate us to 
move towards Christ, becoming more and more like 
Him.  

Go to your Galilee then with confidence and the 
assurance that the Risen Christ is there ahead of 
you.  Know that the same power which brought 
Christ out of the tomb is at work in you, remember 
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that you can do “all things through Him who 
strengthens you.”  By God’s grace move forward 
with the risen Christ, and “be all you can be” 
serving Him and your neighbor.  Have a truly 
blessed Easter season!  

In the name of the Risen Lord,  
  
  
  

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor  
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Pastor Lohmeyer Considering Call 

Pastor Lohmeyer is considering a Divine Call from 
the Board of Director of the Ohio District of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, received the 
beginning of Holy Week, to serve as a Mission 

Pastor.  The responsibilities include teaching pre-
seminary classes, development of lay leadership and 
planning a LC-MS congregation in the Greenbrier 

Valley area of West Virginia.  Pastor and Judy 
request your prayer as they consider this call. 
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May 2010 
We recently celebrated the most wonderful and 
wondrous day and event of our lives..the 
resurrection of Christ our Savior.  A 
magnificent day of worship, hearing God’s 
Word, singing, beautiful hymns, and enjoying 
the fellowship of breakfast.  I could not be in 
your company, for the first time in many years, 
having been on the road returning from Florida.  
Believe me, I was struck with envy and wished 
we could have made it home on time. 
 
The wonderful aura surrounding the 
Resurrection doesn’t take long to fade.  The 
secular world of terrorism, tragedy, violence 
and death strikes once more, making it difficult 
to keep the hope of Easter in the fore front of 
our thinking.  But thank God “we have this 
hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure” as the writer to the Book of Hebrews 
depicts. 
 
I recently read an article on the “Stewardship of 
Work.”  We are reminded that through Baptism, 
we are called to service in the church.  We 
hear that call in the events and the people that 
surround our lives.  Our response varies 
according to the gifts we have received.  Those 
who are good stewards and truly successful in 
life respond by putting their gifts at the service 
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of others.  Whether we respond as a single 
person or a family, our calling is to use the 
talents we have been blessed with not only for 
our good but to help others. 
 
Keep this in mind folks, as we have important 
elections coming up soon.  There are many 
openings that MUST be filled.  We need good 
people, caring people, loving people to step 
forward and help our church congregation.  
Elections are always important, however this 
time it is critical.  There are many important 
positions to be filled.  Please give this matter 
serious personal and prayerful consideration. 
 
May God bless you all, and especially those 
who come to serve. 
  
Stewardship Committee 
Walter Francis 
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Augustine of Hippo (November 13, 354 – August 28, 
430), Bishop of Hippo Regius, also known as St. Augustine or 
St. Austin [3], was a Berber philosopher and 
theologian.Augustine, a Latin church father, is one of the most 
important figures in the development of Western Christianity. 
Augustine was born in the city of Thagaste. Roman Catholic 
Church, the Anglican Communion, and the Lutheran Church 
he is a saint and pre-eminent Doctor of the Church, and the patron of 
the Augustinian religious order; 
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Our school auction was a great success. A million 
thanks to all who helped make this one fabulous 
night! 
  
Earth Day gave us the opportunity to spruce up our 
school area and community. Each student 
participated in making our school one beautiful 
place on earth. 
  
Universal Pre Kindergarten  had their first 
experience of two class trips ; one around the 
neighborhood on Earth Day and another to the 
Manor Road Post Office. 
  
This month brings the "Eighth Grade Trip" on May 
17. They will be exploring Manhattan and its digs. 
  
We are preparing for the end of school, finishing off 
educational materials and courses of studies. 
Before you know it summer will be here !!! 
 
Mrs. Palisay 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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 Happy Birthday                     Happy Anniversar y               
5 Joseph Selletti 10 Robert & Rhoda Browne  
12 Richard Lohmeyer 15 Mark & Darlene Hewitt  
16 Rhoda Browne 
24 John Owen 
30 Barbara Birstler 

 
 
 
 
 

Offerings for February 2010 and March 2010 
 
Easter…………………………………$3,200 
Expansion Fund … ………………...$    257 
Good Friday…………………………$    616 
Hunger………… …………………..…$   125 
Lent……………………………………$ 1,593 
Love…………………………………..$    277 
March 2010……… ……..……..….…$14,064       
April 1-11, 2010……… ..……………$ 7,273    
��� ������
7 ���2����� 8888888888)9/�)���
��(���������8888888888)9/�)���
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4 Monica, mother of Augustine, 387 

Friedrich Wyneken, pastor, missionary, 1864 

5 Frederick the Wise, Christian ruler, 1525 

7 Carl F. W. Walther, pastor, theologian, 1887 

9 Job, patriarch 

11 Cyrill, 869 and Methodius, 885, missionaries 
to the Slavs 

21 Helena, mother of Constantine, c. 330 

Emperor Constantine, Emperor of Rome, 

24 Esther, matriarch, 25 Bede, theologian, 735 
(Commemoration) 

27 John Calvin, renewer of the church, 1564 
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Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus, 
  
It seems like there is never a dull moment at the 
church. On Saturday March 13, I moved the clocks 
in my house forward an hour for daylight savings 
time and went to bed listening to the storm outside. 
When I awoke I turned on the news and heard of 
many downed trees and power outages on the 
island. Our church was no exception. There were 
two trees uprooted with one laying against our 
power line. Bruce and Danny were scheduled to 
lead worship and the three of us along with a phone 
call to Pastor Lohmeyer, decided we would still 
have worship services considering there were 
people already there for the 8:00 am service. 
Thanks to Dave Decker and some other parishioners 
we gathered flashlights and introduced our Lutheran 
family to the front three pews. Now I know how the 
early church and St. Paul must have felt with 
minimal light by candle light. Thank you to 
everyone who attended both services, for Bruce and 
Danny, and for having an acoustic piano in the front 
of the church to play on. It shows that there are 
absolutely no excuses we can’t worship our Lord. 
 
We give God thanks for the return of Pastor 
Lohmeyer to worship services during Holy Week. 
The ankle may have slowed his movement 
somewhat, but his message of our Risen Lord was 
loud and clear. I also would ask that everyone join 
me as we pray for pastor and Judy as they ponder 
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the recent call to continue his ministry in West 
Virginia.  
 
Rhoda, the choir and myself missed you and terribly 
during Holy Week due to your illness. Thank you to 
both choirs once again for the beautiful music you 
shared with us during Holy Week. I also would like 
to wish Janis a speedy recovery and I hope she is 
able to join us as we wrap up the choir year. Please 
remember that this year we begin one worship 
service on Sundays at 9:30 am beginning on May 
30.            
 
In Christ, 
Thomas Sax 
 
 
The Lutheran Hour  may be heard Sunday mornings at 
8:30 a.m. on WNYM, 970 on the AM dial.  You can also 
read, download, and listen to the sermons on the web 
site:  www.lutheranhour.org. 
 Information from the web site: 
The Lutheran Hour® which began in 1930, is the 
world's longest-running, Christian outreach radio 
program. It proclaims the message of Jesus Christ to 
more than 1.2 million people each week over 800 radio 
stations across North America. It is also broadcast on the 
American Forces Network to reach military personnel 
and their families around the world, as well as on XM's 
Family Talk Radio 170 each Sunday at 1 p.m. EST.  
 Here is the link to subscribe to an e-
newsletter: http://www.lhm.org/email/login.asp 
 Here is the link for the sermon schedule:  
http://www.lutheranhour.org/programguide.asp  
  

����
����
����

��������	
���
��
�����
��������	
���
��
�����
��������	
���
��
�����
��������	
���
��
�����
� ���



 15 
 

������������������������������������� ��! ����"�
�� �#�!�$!�������%�!!����
&�!#�'���(����)�� ����*�(����
�����������+ !����!�
 �,��-��
�
����
�)����

$����!�*!���
������
��.�����
//�

�
����������	��
��	���
���������	�	 ���������
�	

����
������������������

�������
��
��������
�����������������	� ����
���	�!����"��
#	

����	
� 	$���%�

� ������&���&'(�&��
��
��&		
��
�)�*��
��+'
�"����"�+	&
,���������
�'�
������-	
�	(�
���&���(�.�"���&�
/�*	'�0	(�
*	'(��'--	(�"�

�
��
������
��������������
 �

���'(��*1�)�*�221�2343�5�)67�)����
��"�+	&
,���'�&�(�
�#&'(�&�

�
�
�	�� ��'�
��)����	
��(	8�����
�

�
�� ��	
���	
��	0�
�%�	(��		��'����
���9�"���	��
	�&�
�1�0'(
��'(�1�	(� ����
��1�

-
������
������������������� ��&'(���*1�)�*�231�2343�

0(	9�:6;���
���(���*1�)�*�241�2343�0(	9�
43�67��

�
���� �!
���"
� �<2="33�	%
��� 
��	(�
<7="33��	�(�
���� 
��

���
#�
� �+	�
�)	&
�
&	00��
���������	 2>::�

���
���������� �

����
�������+������(�����:��
�;�

: ���� "���" ''�
��	�������

�
�
�

 16 
 

�
43-*03<�=�<7-*03<�=��!-*03<�

'��
�����5��
�4�����(��=�
>
����3�
�	����5���(�
�����5��
����������

�3�
�	����	5=�
��	�5��
����	����������5��
���
(����(��(�=�

2����?�������@�>
������@�
�������
�,�,6�
����
	�����������	��
��=�

������������	�������������?������"
>
�����"
��������33�
	���	���-�

�
�63��5��-7303<�=��
������

�7����A��,������/�,�9 �
'��	
��	�
�@�&��	�
����,�5�
�

�
�63��5��-7303<�=��
������

�7�������������9�
7.�
�����9�

��	��/����
(����	B���
�

�-3��5���2�733-3>�/
�����
�7�������C�(�
�D���E����9�

E�,�����2�6���
	�(5��	��������
�

2!67���5��-7303<�=��
?�����
�7� �	 ���
��	�����9�

2
��4���	�2�6���
	�(5��	����
���
'��	
��	�
�@�&��	�
����,�5�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�



 17 
 

��������������������
�
�
/���.���	������1����

������+
��2���&�������������
�������
����
�����%��
���������������
���
�
������

�����&��
��	�������
�����	�
�����������
������������� �� ������
/�����������	����%��
�����������������
�
���������� �
�� %����
���3��
��!����
��� ��� ����,��
����������
���"� 
���� �� ������
����
����������� ��
� 
�
4�����)������56789�:;8'<<=:�
�
Alone, Alive, Fulfilled 
Alzheimer’s 
Battles with the Bottle 
Coping with Cancer 
Dealing with Depression 
Finding Peace 
Forgiveness Is for Giving 
Has God Abandoned Me? 
How to Know What’s Right…And Do It 
No Need to Fear 
Now You’re Talking 
Overcoming A Painful Childhood 
Parenting with Purpose 
Prayer and Thoughts for Caregivers 
Setting Priorities 
Raising Your Children with Respect 
 So You Prayed for A Miracle… 
Surviving A Loved One’s Suicide 
Surviving Breast Cancer 
Take Heart in Your Grief 
Talking with God 
The Purpose of Living, The Purpose of Dying 
The Truth About Angels 
“THHHPPTT!” And Other Helpful Ways to Manage Anger 
Too Much to Do, Too Little Time 
Unlocking the Prison of Guilt 
When in Doubt…Read the Book! 
Where’s God in All of This? 
Why Should I go to Church? 
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THE FEAST OF THE 
ASCENSION  

MAY 13TH  

Worship at 7:00 P.M. With Holy Communion 

& 

The Adult Choir  

“A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Christ by a road before untrod, 

Ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Serving on the Feast of the Ascension: 

Assisting Minister – Bruce Mohlenhoff 

Lector – Dan Wuerdeman 

Acolytes – Fiona Gannon & Rachel Johanesson 

Greeters – Henry & Emmy Alvestad 
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Ushers – Fred Bock & Dave Decker  

Come and Worship Our Ascended Lord! 

The following children have received 
their First Communion on Holy 

Thursday, April 1, 2010 
Sarah DeFazio, James Wessels, 
 Ryan Hightower, Adam Valero,  

Arianna Mendez 
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