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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim
the Gospel among all people in order to
form and nurture loving communities
which confess by word and deed that
Jesus is Lord and Savior

The Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church & School
(718) 761-1600

Divine Service:
Saturdays @ 5PM
Sundays @ 8 & 10:45 AM
Sundays @ 9:15 AM Family Education Hour
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ALL ARE WELCOME!
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216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post)
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Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org
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“A New Beginning”

“This is the end — for me the beginning of life”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer just before his execution.

“But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid
for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here, for he has risen as he said. Come;
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly ahd te
his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and
behold, he is going before you to Galilee; thera yo
will see him.” Mathew 28:5-7

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran
Church and School,

As | write these lines we are still in the
Season of Lent. The focus is on our Lord’s
suffering and death. Holy Week will soon be upon
us and we will experience the sadness of our Lord’s
death on the cross. We will come to the realimatio
that He did it all for us.

But we also know the rest of the story — that
on Easter morning something happened that
changed the way we live and look at the future. On
Easter morning something happened which made a
“new beginning” possible in our lives!
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A headstone inscription in Mount Olivet
Cemetery at Hannibal, Missouri, records this grim
fact:

Leaves have their time in Fall
And flowers to wither at the north wind’s breath;
And stars to set, but all —

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O Death.
Another headstone records this expression of faith:
And when thou art refreshed in death,

Christ will give thee back thy breath.

It was in the tomb in “Joseph’s lovely
garden” that our dead and buried Lord was given
back His breath. On Easter morning the angel's
message was clear. Christ Jesus is alive ana it's
new beginning for all who believe.

But is there proof that Jesus is alive? Is
there any evidence? For starters, remember that hi
body was never found. If there was a body, his
enemies would most certainly have found it and
displayed it as proof that the disciples were
mistaken. And then remember the large number of
people who saw him alive following Easter
morning. St. Paul writing in the great resurrectio
chapter — 1 Corinthians 15 — lists this large numbe
of witnesses by name and states than on one
occasion more than 500 saw Jesus. Paul adds - this
is about twenty years after the resurrection — that
most of them were still alive. If they were still
alive, then certainly there was plenty of
opportunities for them to be questioned as to what
they saw. Have no doubt — Christ Jesus rose from
the dead and is now alive and living for you. And
He offers you a new beginning!
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But who is this new beginning for and where
does it begin? Well it begins with Christ who rose
from the dead. Christ was victorious over death an
the grave and so St. Paul reminds us that “...so also
in Christ shall all be made alive.” In Romans
chapter six Paul tells us that; “We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by th
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness
of life. For if we have been united with him in a
death like his, we shall certainly be united wittmh
in a resurrection like his.” So for all who are
baptized in the name of the Triune God, the old
sinful past is buried — put away forever — and & ne
beginning begins. And our new beginning places us
within the kingdom of God, where we receive
God’s blessings of forgiveness, life today and
eternal life.

That new beginning means for all who
believe in Christ, a full life now and yet a new
beginning when we leave this earth. While it may
well look like the end, death for those who believe
in the risen Christ, is the start of a new begignin
Christ’s resurrection means not only that our Lisrd
with us now, but goes with us into the future —
beyond the grave — into eternity. So we confess in
the words of the creed; “I believe in the resuioect
of the dead” believing that even though we die, we
shall live.

Yes indeed, Christ’s resurrection announces
a new beginning for all who believe. Celebratd tha
new beginning, by serving your Lord and neighbor.
His life is your life. His breath is your breatlis
new beginning is your new beginning. Christ is
risen!!
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May our Savior’'s love become a reality for
you as you conclude this Lenten Season and Holy
Week. May the opportunity for a “new beginning”
fill your hearts with Easter joy. May you trulyve
a blessed and faith renewing Easter!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY - MARCH 28
Worship Saturday at 5:00PM
Sunday 8:00AM and 10:45AM

Children's and Adult Choir at 10:45AM Service

The Holy Triduum-Holy Thursday
7:00PM Worship with the St. John's Choirs, Holy
Communion and First Communion for this year's
class, and the stripping of the altar
Good Friday:
WORSHIP: 11:00AM No Holy Communion

WORSHIP. 7:00PM Service of Darkness with
Holy Communion and the St. John's Choirs

Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil at 5:00PM with Holy Communion
Easter Morning Schedule
Sunrise Worship at 6:00AM-No Holy Communion

Festive Worship at 8:00 and 10:45 with
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April 2010
More on Stewardship....

We have spent recent days in prayer,
fasting, and repentance. In the middle
of Holy Week it is time for renewal as
we prepare for the joy of Easter
morning. As it has been said, Easter is
the highest feast day on the Christian
calendar. It is therefore the most
important day of the year. It is the day
when our Savior rose from the grave, by
the power of God, having conquered
sin, death, and the power of Satan once
and for all. A good steward ought not
get caught up in the hustle and bustle of
life too quickly and forget the
magnificent day of resurrection.

A Christian Steward does not dedicate
his time, his talent, and his treasure that
they may become God’s, but because
they ARE God’s. A good steward also
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recognizes the privileges as well as the
accountability of having special gifts to
honor Him and to help others. We know
that God showers blessings on those
who manage His gifts wisely. Holy
Scripture tells us this again and again.
In the book of Proverbs we read....One
man gives freely, yet gains even more;
another withholds unduly, but comes to
poverty. Also,....A generous man will
prosper; he who refreshes others will
himself be refreshed. We know the
sharing of gifts with others brings
satisfaction, peace, and joy to the givers
heart. = This sharing should not be
limited, however, to the church and
church projects, but rather to everything
we think, say, and involve ourselves in.
We also know from God’'s Word that
everything we do or fail to do has
eternal consequences.

May God grant that we keep the Easter
message on our lips every day of our
lives.

The Stewardship Committee

Walter Francis

Thank You to everyone for their phone calls,

cards and especially prayers during my
recent eye surgery. | am doing gre&OD
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IS GOOD. Thanks so much.....Jean
Crisson.

St.

Irenaeus was born during the first half of the 2edtury (the
exact date is disputed: between the years 115 &% 1
according to some, or 130 and 142 according torsthe
Irenaeus is thought to have been a Gré&ekn Polycarp's
hometown of_Smyrnan Asia Minor, now _zmir, Turkey
Unlike many of his contemporaries, he was raisedain
Christian family rather than converting as an adudithing is
known of the date of his death, which must haveuoed at
the end of the second or the beginning of the tbénatury. In
spite of some isolated and later testimony to #fdct, it is
not very probable that he ended his career withtyrdom. He
was buried under the Church of Saint John in Lyavtsich
was later renamed St Irenaeus in his honor. Thé tand his
remains were utterly destroyed in 1562 by the Hagtse

It was not because God needed man that he first
formed Adam; He was simply looking for recipients
who might receive His benefits. Not simply before
Adam was made, but even before any created being
whatever existed, the Word was in the Father and
gave glory to Him, and Word Himself was glorified
by the Father as he Himself said: Father, glorily m
with the glory which | had with you before the
world was made.

When He told us to follow him, it was not that He
needed our service but that He wanted to bestow
salvation upon us. To follow the Savior is to ghar
in salvation; and to follow the light is to perceiv
the light.

Those who are in the light do not themselves cause
the light but rather they are lit up by it. They ot
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help the light but they are helped and illuminabgd
it.

Similarly, our service to God does not mean that we
provide Him with anything for He does not need
our submission to Him. He gives life beyond death
and eternal glory to those who follow and serve
Him. He does this for his servants because they
serve Him, for His followers because they follow
Him, but he receives nothing in return. He is iiich
everything, He is perfect, He needs nothing from us

The reason why God seeks the service of men is
that, good and merciful as He is, He wishes to

bestow blessings on those who persevere in His
service. God stands in no need of anyone elge, b

man stands completely in need of God.

This is man’s glory-to remain steadfast in the
service of God. Therefore the Lord said to His
disciples: You did not choose me, but | chose you.
He implied that they did not give Him glory by
following Him but that, because they did follow the
Son of God, the disciples were glorified by Hinm |
another place He says: | wish that, where | any the
also may be so they may see my glory.

Against the Heresies
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Lutheran Schools Week was a big success !
Easter celebrated our risen Christ.

Teachers will attend workshops sponsored by the
Lutheran Schools Association.

The Action is our biggest event ever. There are lots of
great live auction prizes as well as Chinese Auction
prizes. I'm looking forward to a wonderful evening.

Financial Reports, End of Marking Period and Report
Cards will issued this month.

Our Art Program, with Mrs. Walters, has made us
appreciate Leonardo DaVinci and all his talents.

Earth Day, April 22nd, will bring clean-ups and new
plantings. We are interested in developing a community
garden and will be looking for volunteers to help with this
project.

We're running down the home stretch - not long before
summer will be here.

Just a reminder: we need to make up the two snow days
we used this year, (no more, PLEASE). March 31 and
May 28.

Enjoy the nice weather !!!!

Mrs. Palisay
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

&

Happy Birthday Happy Anniversar vy
Rachel

3 Johanesson 4 Ken & B.J. Birstler
11 Jeanette & Chris

5 Robert E. Holls Anderson

7 David Vasquez, Jr.

8 lan Gannon

8 William Heming Il

13 Kristen Bock

16 William Mohlenhoff

17 Barbara Vasquez

19 Joyce Anderson

20 Judy Lohmeyer

21 Richard Szoke

28 Donna D'Adamo

29 Bruce Mohlenhoff

Offerings for February 2010 and March 2010

Ash Wednesday........................ $569
Expansion Fund ... ..................... $ 394
HUNGET ... e, $125
Lent. .. oot $770
LOVE...oi i, $202
February 2010......... .ccccvieevninnnn. $10,517
March 1-14, 2010......... ...coevenenee. $2,567
Memorials
General...........cooieiiiii . $25
Amanda Ringel........................ $85
Frances & Roy P. Wood............ .$1,000
Joan Richards.................c..ooe. $25
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Saints and Church Dates
April 2010

o 6 Michelangelq artist,

20 Johannes Bugenhaggrastor, 1558

24 Johann Waltermusician, 1570

St. John’s Lutheran Church encourages ALL to
go online to view the newsletter, if possible.
Click onto the church side, and then click onto
the “VINE". There is also a link that has the
church calendar and the serving schedule. If
you are viewing the “VINE” online and wish to
opt out of the mailings, please contact the
church office via e-mail, to request being taken
off the mailing list.

stjohnslutheranchurchoffice @gamil.com
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Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus,

Let me begin for thanking the school chorus and the
children’s choir for their dedication and for
providing us with such beautiful music. The Lord
has blessed us indeed with these young voices. We
have had the pleasure of listening to our school
chorus and children’s choir during midweek
services and on selected Sunday's during this
Lenten season. A thank you also needs to go out to
everyone who has pitched in and has kept
everything running smoothly in our parish while
Pastor Lohmeyer continues to heal. We continue to
pray for pastor’s full and speedy recovery.

| also would like to thank and acknowledge our
adult choir for their hard work and their wonderful
voices that they share with all of us. Both the
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children’s and adult choir are gearing up for Holy
Week. Both choirs’ are practicing new anthems that
will be sung beginning on Palm Sunday. | once
again encourage everyone to attend Lenten services,
especially Holy Week. | know everyone makes an
effort to attend Easter Sunday services, which is
wonderful. However, | do feel that as Christians, w
must also experience those important and solemn
days that lead to Easter Sunday. These three days
are Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Saturday’s
Easter Vigil, or the Triduum.

WHAT IS THE TRIDUUM?

The most solemn and joyful celebration of the
Christian calendar is the period from Maundy
Thursday through Holy Saturday. Worship on these
days or evenings are traditionally considered to be
parts of an unbroken liturgical service called the
Triduum (Latin for "Three Days"). In the earliest
days of the Christian church, the events we
commemorate in the Triduum were celebrated in
one day and night's continuous worship service
called the Pascha (from the Greek transliteration o
the Hebrew word for "Passover").. The Easter Vigil
on Saturday evening begins in total darkness and
ends in the Light of Christ who reigns victorious a
we renew the vows we made at our Holy Baptism. |
hope this year you will consider attending the
Triduum services.

Holy week begins with Christ's ride into Jerusalem

on Palm Sunday, the Last Supper and betrayal on
Maundy Thursday, His death on Good Friday, His

rest in the tomb during the Easter Vigil and His

triumphant victory over death, sin and Satan on
17

Easter morning. | pray that we will all be in
attendance during this most solemn and sacred time
in our Christian calendar.

In Christ,
Thomas Sax

The Lutheran Hour may be heard Sunday
mornings at 8:30 a.m. on WNYM, 970 on
the AM dial. You can also read, download,
and listen to the sermons on the web site:
www.lutheranhour.org

Information from the web site:

The Lutheran Hour® which began in 1930,
Is the world's longest-running, Christian
outreach radio program. It proclaims the
message of Jesus Christ to more than 1.2
million people each week over 800 radio
stations across North America. It is also
broadcast on the American Forces Network
to reach military personnel and their families
around the world, as well as on XM's Family
Talk Radio 170 each Sunday at 1 p.m. EST.
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Here is the link to subscribe to an e-
newsletterhttp://www.lhm.org/email/login.

asp
Here is the link for the sermon schedule:

http://www.lutheranhour.org/programguide.

asp
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Easter blessings in Jesus,
Joan Mohlenhoff
Secretary

19

ul_.;”,w/ul@ﬁl L

KNOWING — GROWING — SHOWING
Increase your knowledge!
Grow spiritually and raise your level of
spirituality!
Let your faith show in your words & deeds!
Be a Knowing — Growing — Showing
member of St. John’s Lutheran!
Join one of the following Knowing-
Growing-Showing opportunities:

SUNDAY MORNING - 9:15 AM
“The Flames of Rome”
Instructor — Pastor Lohmeyer

SUNDAY MORNING - 9:15 AM
“Life of Jesus”
“Miracles”

with Richard Neitzel

MONDAY AFTERNNON- 2:00PM
“Living Under His Wings”
Women'’s Bible Study at school

THURSDAY MORNING - 9:30 AM
“1 st Corinthians”

20




$
% &

Breakfast Bible Study at church
Instructor — Pastor Lohmeyer
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Alone, Alive, Fulfilled

Alzheimer’s

Battles with the Bottle

Coping with Cancer

Dealing with Depression

Finding Peace

Forgiveness Is for Giving

Has God Abandoned Me?

How to Know What's Right...And Do It
No Need to Fear

Now You're Talking

Overcoming A Painful Childhood
Parenting with Purpose

Prayer and Thoughts for Caregivers
Setting Priorities

Raising Your Children with Respect
So You Prayed for A Miracle...
Surviving A Loved One’s Suicide
Surviving Breast Cancer

Take Heart in Your Grief

Talking with God

The Purpose of Living, The Purpose of Dying
The Truth About Angels
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“THHHPPTT!” And Other Helpful Ways to Manage Anger
Too Much to Do, Too Little Time

Unlocking the Prison of Guilt

When in Doubt...Read the Book!

Where’s God in All of This?

Why Should I go to Church?

PANCAKE SUPPER REPORT

Thank you to all who braved the
weather and came out on Shrove
Tuesday to enjoy pancakes, sausage
and fellowship. Special thanks to our
cook, Pastor Lohmeyer and his able
assistant, Bruce Mohlenhoff; Barbara
& Kenny Birstler, Billy Heming,

Fiona Gannon who kept things going
and collected the money; Anita &
Richard Neitzel were the awesome
duo as the clean up team. All of the
costs of the event were offset by these
generous donors: Brigitte Hermann,
Carl & Gail Schmidt, Sari & Rick
Garcia, Ruth Roscheska, Marianne
Costello, Violet, Audrey & Eleanor
Hansen, Dorothy & Win Winter, Irene
Olsen, Flo Karl, Pastor & Judy
Lohmeyer. Jean Crisson was the
winner of the 50/50 drawing and
generously donated back a portion of
her winnings. The event profit of
$451.00 was earmarked toward the
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procurement of a new copy machine
for the church office. Thank you
again to all who attended donated and
helped with this event.

Judy Lohmeyer, Chairman

ROBOTICS

The St. John's Lutheran Robotics
teams competed at the F.I.R.S.T. (For
Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) Robotics
Mega Celebration last weekend at the
Jacob Javits Center. On Saturday, our
older FIRST Tech Challenge Team,
#3331 made it to the semi finals of the
competition.

Earlier this season, our F.I.R.S.T.
Lego League team took 1st place for
Teamwork at the Staten Island FLL

borough qualifying tournament @

Wagner College.
~Tom Smolka
"The job of scientists is to test
theories to destruction, which
inevitably makes science adversarial

24

at times. Dispute is good; consensus
stultifies."
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“2010 CELEBRATE OUR CHILDREN'S
FUTURE AUCTION"

Saturday, April 17, 2010
At
Li Greci's Staaten
$75.00 per ticket/per person
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< Inside Front Cover - Journal $250.00

____Inside Back Cover - Journal $250.00
Name/Contact

Address

Phone Number

For Journal ads, please include/attach your
advertising copy or message. Also E-Mail to
sjljournal@gmail.com .

Deadline for Journal Ads and Sponsorships is
March 25, 2010.
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If you need to contact the School,
please call (718) 761-1858

If you need to contact the church,
you may call (718) 761-1600
Or via e-mail
stjohnslutheranchurchoffice
@gmail.com
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The Church Office is
trying extremely hard to
cut costs . We strongly
urge you to send in your
e-mail address. This will
ensure you are updated
and well informed as
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soon as any information
comes into the
Church Office.

Thank you very much
for your cooperation
in this matter.

1

Sight & Sound Theatre in Lancaster,
PA
October 16, 2010
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COST
$125.00 Per Adult
Children (4-12) $60.00 Per Child

Payment Plan is as follows:
$40.00 p.p. due on or before April 21, 2010
$40.00 p.p. due on or before June 21, 2010
$40.00 p.p. due on or before August 21, 2010

Mail check to Ken Birstler:

21 Amelia Court, Staten Island, NY 10310
Make check payable to:

St. John'’s Lutheran Church

Any guestions/reservations call Ken Birstler
At (718) 273-0991
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Easter Sunrise 6:00AM
“A Welcomed Interruption”

Easter 8:00 & 10:45 AM
“Making Sense Out Of Nonsense”

The Monthly Newsletter of
St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
216 Jewett Avenue (no mail)
School & Church Office
663 Manor Road
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Staten Island, NY 10314

Church Email:
stjiohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com

(718) 761-1600

Volume 2010 Issue #4
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