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The Vine 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 

form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior  
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The Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical 
 Lutheran Church & School 

(718) 761-1600 
 

Divine Service:  
   Saturdays @ 5PM 

Sundays @ 8 & 10:45 AM 
Sundays @ 9:15 AM Family Education Hour 

And Sunday School 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Church:  

216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post) 
Staten Island, NY  10302 (no mail) 

Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com  
Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org 

School & Church Office  
 663 Manor Road, Staten Island, NY  10314  

 
Volume 2010                                              Issue #3 
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Our Partnership 

March, 2010 
 

Where Is God? 
 
“And they sat with him on the ground seven 
days and seven nights, and no one spoke a 
word to him, for they saw that his suffering was 
very great.”  Job 2:13  
 
“And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani.’ which 
means, ‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’”  Mark 15:34 
 
“But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’” 2 Cor 12:9  
 
Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church and School,  
 
      “Where is God?” is not an uncommon 
question.  Perhaps you have asked that same 
question more than once in your lifetime – 
most of us have.  It’s a question that’s born in 
times of distress and pain.  The pain may be 
emotional or physical, but none the less it’s 
real pain.    
 
      That question has been asked many times 
since the major earthquake which devastated 
Haiti.  “Where is God?” is not limited to the 
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people who lost homes and family members 
and jobs. It was asked by those who live miles 
away in another land.  It was asked in my Bible 
classes, and in conversations with members 
and non-members.  
 
        Sometimes it’s asked in an effort to prove 
that there most likely isn’t a good and gracious 
God who loves people and cares about what’s 
going on in their lives.  Sometimes it’s asked 
so that the voice asking can be reassured that 
indeed God is still around and very near.  
Sometimes the question; “Where is God?” is a 
cry of faith seeking to make sense out of 
chaos.  Sometimes it’s asked out of 
desperation, because there is no where else to 
turn.  “Where is God?”  
 
      In the Bible’s Book of Job, Job’s friends 
wonder where his God is as they tried to 
understand how a good soul like Job could 
lose everything in such a short time.  Job, like 
many in Haiti, lost everything including his 
health.  The “Where is God?” question is asked 
over and over by Job’s friends, but at the end 
of Job’s story we hear God speaking with Job 
and blessing him more than he had ever been 
blessed before.  Job knew that God had not 
forsaken him even though it may have looked 
like it to everyone else and in the end God’s 
grace and mercy was revealed more than ever 
before.  Looking back, Job could see that God 
had been with him every step of the way.  
 
        Even our Lord asked “Where is God?” as 
He hung on the cross of Calvary.  Bearing the 
sins of the world – past, present and future – 
He feels forsaken and alone.  And everyone 
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who watched that day most likely felt the same 
way.  They surely must have asked “Where is 
God?”  They kept asking that question as 
Jesus was placed in the Garden tomb on Good 
Friday.  The mood was expressed by the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus; “We had 
hoped the He (Jesus) was the one to redeem 
Israel.”  For them hope was gone and they had 
nothing to look forward to.  The answer to the 
“Where is God?” question had been answered 
– He’s not around.  And that’s the answer 
many in our day would give as well.  
 
      But St. Paul knew better and that’s why 
despite having to endure beatings, 
imprisonments, shipwrecks and much more 
(See 2 Corinthians chapter 11 for more) 
including the so called “thorn in the flesh” (2 
Corinthians 12) he could say; “By the grace of 
God I am what I am, and His grace toward me 
was not in vain.”  Paul had seen it all during his 
life time.  But more importantly he had 
personally seen Jesus on the road to 
Damascus.  He was always confident of God’s 
presence even while in prison.  So he could 
say; “I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me” (Phil 4:13).    
 
      As we journey through this Season of Lent, 
we are reminded that we have a God who did 
not give up on us, but out of love for us, sent 
His only Son to save us.  While sometimes it 
may be difficult to answer the “Where is God?’ 
question as we struggle and fight for daily 
existence, we can be assured that He is 
always with us.  That is not only His promise, 
but when we doubt His love and concern; it is 
then that we need to turn towards the cross of 
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Calvary.  Looking at the cross and seeing our 
Savior, we see God’s love for us.  There the 
One, who gave His all for us, hangs to save us 
from our sins.  He gave His life so that we 
might have eternal life.    
 
      “Where is God?”  He is with you no matter 
what is happening in your life.  He has said; “I 
will never leave you or forsake you (Heb 13:5).  
Be at peace then knowing that the answer is 
always “With me.”  
 
Wishing you a Blessed Lenten Journey,  
  
  
  
  
 
Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor 
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March 2010 
More on Stewardship…. 

 
Having begun with Ash Wednesday and being 
reminded by the prophet, Isaiah, who said, “put 
on sack cloth and ashes”, and then on bended 
knee plead for God’s forgiveness; we once 
again find ourselves in the season of Lent. 
God gives us 40 days to pray, fast, cleanse our 
hearts, and to repent. 
This gives a good bit of time to help us get into 
the habit of fervent daily prayer.  We should 
pray for our Pastor, Principal, church leaders 
and others. 
We should keep in mind that God despises 
division, factions, back biting and gossip 
amongst our parishioners, and pray that these 
things cease. 
And we all know God’s Holy Spirit must be 
vibrant and alive within our congregation, that 
is, in the hearts of all.  If it doesn’t happen 
Satan will move right in.  Don’t let that happen.  
To help us we should regularly hear God’s 
Word preached and practice of His Holy 
Supper every time it is offered.  We should also 
attend a Bible Study on a weekly basis and 
supplement this with daily study at home. 
Remember St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  
He writes , “our struggle is not against flesh 
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and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms.” (Eph. 6:12). We need all 
the help we can get. 
As told us by a well known Christian of 
yesteryear….It’s time to become better 
stewards.  He wrote that Christian Stewardship 
recognizes and accepts the reality of our 
human existence, personal resources, and 
fields of labor.  It also recognizes our witness, 
the earth’s resources, and above all, the 
Gospel itself. 
Stewardship is every Christians’ true vocation. 
Stewardship is every congregation’s primary 
responsibility. 
May God grant that these words better prepare 
us for Easter, the greatest day the world has 
ever seen. Amen. 
 
The Stewardship Committee 
Walter Francis 
***************************************************** 
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No, the Church has not been victorious; she has 
failed and is failing still because she assumes that 
the judgment that is passed around her applies to the 
world but not to herself.  You must understand that 
this is my concern, which for the sake of the church 
and for the sake of my people, I shall not abandon, 
that no one should lose the chance for forgiveness 
which still is being offered to us, perhaps for the 
last time in history of our people. And yet the 
people talk of relief work and pacify their 
conscience when they have sprinkled another drop 
of water onto a hot stone; they talk of the only true 
doctrine of the Lutheran Church and of the 
necessity to hold oneself apart from the Calvinists, 
and other such blasphemies, and the knife of God is 
at their throat and they refuse to believe it.  Look, I 
only preach of forgiveness and comfort, but comfort 
and forgiveness for the men who bend their head 
before God and his judgment, as the publican did in 
the parable, and as the Church should do it today.  I 
know what joyful songs of praise  the hungry and 
starving parishes in the East sing today; I have 
stood among them and my eyes have filled with 
tears, which does not happen easily.  I want to 
return to these people who do not accuse anyone 
because they may suffer injustice, but to praise God 
that he has shown them his mercy in the midst of 
his judgment.  No, we are not criminals, we have 
murdered no one, we have robbed no one, we have 
not lustfully and intentionally tortured; but also, we 
no longer think ourselves superior to those people 
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who have done such things, because we know of 
our own guilt, and, in the midst of this guilt, we 
know of the one great wonder, the mercy of God in 
giving us His only-begotten Son. 

Christianity and Crisis, from a letter addressed to 
one of his critics  November 1945 , �

EASTER  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION   

St. John’s will be giving food to households in need 
at Easter.  Your contributions of food, time, and 
money will be greatly appreciated.  Please bring 

nonperishable items to the church or to the school 
by Wednesday, March 24.  In particular, we need 
things such as canned vegetables, yams, potatoes, 
rice, canned fruit, cranberry sauce, soups, pasta, 

and tomato sauce.  There is also a need for low salt 
or no salt items.  At the church, food may be placed 
in baskets in the narthex and in the basement.  At 

the school,l food may be placed in designated boxes 
in the breezeway.  Donations of money may be 

placed in the Hunger Box at the church or sent to 
the church office.  Checks should be made payable 
to St. John’s Lutheran Church and designated for 
Hunger.  If anyone would like to help with sorting, 
packing, or delivering the food, please call Daniel 

Wuerdeman at 718-816-6461.  

Dates To Remember: 

March-24 Final Collection of Food at Church & 
School 

March-27 & 28 Distribution of Food 
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March Madness is certainly upon us ! 

We celebrate Lutheran's School's Week 
 March 1st to March 5th. 

March 1 - Illustrator and author Michael Dooling 
will be visiting at 9 AM. He will talk about his work 

and give us tips on writing and illustrating. 
In the afternoon we have two intramural 

 basketball games. 
March 2 - "Twin Day". Grab a partner and dress 

alike for twin day. 
March 3 - International Day  Special. Chapel 

service; Church members are invited to the service, 
cake and coffee to follow 

March 4 - PJ Day.  Get comfortable, bring your 
favorite teddy bear and get ready for 

 an afternoon movie. 
March 5 -Talent Morning Show parents invited. PM 

Staten Island Yankees come to visit. Look for 
Scooter the cow ! 

March 7 - St. John's students will hopefully take 
part in the S.I. St. Patrick's Day Parade 

March 10 - Native American Long House Exhibit 
 after Chapel. 

March 25 - Dine Out – TGI Friday's 
March 30 - Grades 5 through 8 visit the Intrepid; Grades 

Pre-K through 4 have in-house programs ; Mad 
Scientist, Laser Show, Lunch, and a Magician. 

  
If this is not madness, I don't know what is !!!! 

  
Enjoy ! 

Mrs. Palisay 
 
 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

                     
  
 Happy Birthday                     Happy Anniversar y               
2 Barbara Pfaff  2 Bill & Bev Heming 
   Dorothy Winter                9 Henry & Emmy Alv estad 
7 Kate DeFazio                     24 Win & Dorothy  Winter 
8 Elsa Webb                        28 Bill & Joan M ohlenhoff 
9 Ryan Heming 
23 John Gencarello 
25 Bonnie Selletti 
26 Ann Gray 
28 Christina Emmanuele 
28  Elizabeth Owen 
28  Donna D’Adamo 
29 Paul DeFazio 
    Violet Hansen 

 
Offerings for January 2010 & February 2010 

 
Expansion Fund … ………………...$159   
Love ……… …………………….…...$  25 
Christmas……………………… ..….$155 
Christmas Eve………………………$ 20  
New Year’s…………………………..$ 85  
Hunger…………………………… ..…$25 
Initial…………………………………..$170 
January 2010……… ……..…….……$13,664      
February 1-14, 2010……… …………$ 4,488    
Memorials 
Amanda Ringel……………………$       85 
Frances & Roy P. Wood……………$1,000 
Joan Richards…………………...…..$    25 

 
 
 
 
 

Saints and Church Dates 
March 2010 
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17- Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, 

19- Joseph, guardian of our Lord 

25 -Annunciation of Our Lord (Festival) 

St. John’s Lutheran Church encourages ALL to 
go online to view the newsletter, if possible. 

Click onto the church side, and then click onto 
the “VINE”. There is also a link that has the 

church calendar and the serving schedule. If 
you are viewing the “VINE” online and wish to 

opt out of the mailings, please contact the 
church office via e-mail, to request being taken 

off the mailing list. 

stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gamil.com  

====================================== 

Peter Labenberg to Discuss Demographics at 
St. John's on March 1st 

Peter Labenberg from the Atlantic District office 
will be at St. John's Lutheran Monday, March 1st, 
evening to discuss the latest demographics study 
completed last summer for our parish.  The meeting 
will be in the school gym and begins at 6:00 P. M. 
with dinner.  All interested members who want to 
better understand what and who makes up our 
community and what that means for the future of 
our school and congregation and its ministries are 
urged to attend this presentation.  To help the staff 
prepare enough food, please call the school office or 
church office and tell us how many will be 
attending. 
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Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus, 
  
For those who attended the 10:45 service on the 
seventh, you are well aware that February came in 
with a “BANG.” I would however like to clarify a 
couple of concerns; No, I did not fall, No, the organ 
didn’t blow up, and Yes, the speakers are still intact. 
For those of you who were not in attendance that 
Sunday, during the Post Communion Canticle the 
church lights turned off momentarily and turned 
back on again. What followed was a loud pop sound 
that came from the organ speakers due to a sudden 
loss of electricity. Needless to say I was playing but 
no sound was coming out. I was happy to hear that 
everyone continued to sing the last couple of lines 
of the canticle a cappella with me. (Lutherans don’t 
miss a beat).  I’ve practiced since then and the 
organ seems to be just fine. 
 
I also want to acknowledge and give God thanks for 
our two newest members of our children’s choir. 
Welcome Ryan and Scott Hightower. It’s never too 
late for any child or adult to join our choirs, or to 
sing with us when it may fit into your schedule. 
Perhaps you can only commit to a certain time of 
the year, such as Christmas or Easter, that’s fine as 
well. The adult choir has always been blessed with 
dedicated members, and we are also blessed with 
people like Susan Neitzel who has participated on 
several occasions when an extra alto voice was 
needed. Both choirs and school chorus have done an 
incredible job. Thanks for all the hard work. Please 
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remember that Lent is quickly approaching. Once 
again the adult choir will be singing on Ash 
Wednesday and selected Sundays during Lent. The 
school chorus will be singing on the remaining 
midweek Lenten service on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
beginning on 2/24 and ending on 3/24. The church’s 
children’s choir is also welcomed to sing on these 
Wednesday’s with the school chorus as well as their 
own selected Sunday’s during Lent.  
 
Each year someone asks me what I think they 
should give up during Lent. I normally reply by 
saying, “Don’t give up something, add something.” 
One suggestion is worship. If you don’t worship 
regularly, or if you don’t attend the midweek 
services, make an effort to join us this year. If you 
can’t join us, then set some time apart for personal 
devotion. I pray everyone will be in attendance as 
we journey through this Lenten season together.     
    
In Christ, 
Thomas Sax 
||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||  
   
The Lutheran Hour may be heard Sunday 
mornings at 8:30 a.m. on WNYM, 970 on the AM 
dial.  You can also read, download, and listen to the 
sermons on the web site:  www.lutheranhour.org. 
 Information from the web site: 
The Lutheran Hour® which began in 1930, is the 
world's longest-running, Christian outreach radio 
program. It proclaims the message of Jesus Christ to 
more than 1.2 million people each week over 800 
radio stations across North America. It is also 
broadcast on the American Forces Network to reach 
military personnel and their families around the 
world, as well as on XM's Family Talk Radio 170 
each Sunday at 1 p.m. EST.  
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 Here is the link to subscribe to an e-
newsletter: http://www.lhm.org/email/login.asp 
 Here is the link for the sermon schedule:  
http://www.lutheranhour.org/programguide.asp  
March 2010-Sermon Themes 
March 7 
"Does God Love You?" 
March 14 
"The Sinner's Friend"  
March 21 
"A Big Loser"  
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Blessings in Jesus, 
Joan Mohlenhoff 

Secretary 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 

KNOWING – GROWING – SHOWING 
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Increase your knowledge! 
Grow spiritually and raise your level of 

spirituality! 
Let your faith show in your words & deeds! 

Be a Knowing – Growing – Showing 
 member of St. John’s Lutheran! 

Join one of the following Knowing-
Growing-Showing opportunities: 

 
SUNDAY MORNING – 9:15 AM 

 “The Flames of Rome”  
Instructor – Pastor Lohmeyer 

 
SUNDAY MORNING – 9:15 AM 

 “Life of Jesus” 
“Miracles” 

with Richard Neitzel 
 

MONDAY AFTERNNON- 2:00PM 
 “Living Under His Wings” 

Women’s Bible Study at school 
 

THURSDAY MORNING – 9:30 AM 
 “1 st Corinthians” 

Breakfast Bible Study at church 
Instructor – Pastor Lohmeyer 

 
 
 
 
 

����
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This year’s theme:  

“The Sign of Jonah”  

Midweek Lenten Services 

March 3rd, 10th, 17th and 
24th  

A Soup Supper served every 
Wednesday evening 

beginning at 6:00P.M.  

Get in Better Spiritual 
Shape – Worship 

Each Week!!  
  
 

 
 

The Season of Lent 

Lent is a forty-day season of preparation for 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ on 
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Easter Sunday. The season begins on Ash 
Wednesday, when pastors mark the foreheads 
of Christians with ashes as a reminder that we 
are created from dust and to dust we shall 
return.  During Lent we follow Jesus from His 
adult ministry through His suffering during 
Holy Week to his crucifixion and death on 
Good Friday. And we read the Psalms that 
foretold what happened during that week. 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, also 
called the Sunday of the Passion, and 
continues through Holy Thursday (when Holy 
Communion was instituted at the Last Supper) 
and Good Friday, when Jesus was tried, 
crucified, and buried. Because the Last Supper 
was celebrated during the Feast of the 
Passover, which is calculated on the phases of 
the moon, Easter is called a movable feast. 
Lent is scheduled backwards from Easter. 
Easter falls on the first Sunday after the full 
moon after the spring equinox. The forty days 
of fasting and penitence during Lent do not 
include Sundays. Christians always celebrate 
Sunday as the day Jesus rose from the dead, 
so it is never a day of fasting. Many Northern 
Europeans celebrate the day before Ash 
Wednesday, mardi gras (French for Fat 
Tuesday, also called Shrove Tuesday), by 
eating up everything good in the house that 
medieval Christians believed was 
inappropriate to eat during Lent (eggs, butter, 
cream, meat). This celebration has expanded 
into all sorts of festivals all over the world, 
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although most modern Christians do eat some 
- or all - of those foods during Lent. Lent is a 
time of stripping down to essentials, as each 
Christian focuses on his or her individual 
relationship with God. It is a time when 
Christians remember our baptisms, when 
Jesus washed away our sins, giving us 
newness of life to celebrate in the triumph of 
Palm Sunday and the glory of Easter. Many 
early Christians were baptized on Easter 
Sunday, so Lent became a special time of 
study and prayer in preparation for their 
baptisms. Later the entire congregation joined 
in the study and prayer as they looked forward 
to the anniversary of their baptisms on Easter. 
Because Lent is a time of letting go of the 
bondage of sin, it is also a time of celebrating 
the freedom from the bondage of slavery. At 
the Feast of the Passover, all Jews give thanks 
for their freedom from the captivity of the 
Egyptians. We remember Moses, their leader, 
as we perform Out of Egypt. And Christians 
give thanks for the freedom of all slaves in 
every culture everywhere when we sing Go 
Down, Moses (With One Voice 670). 

"Grains of Wheat (Una Espiga)" from the 
Libro De Liturgia Y Cantico, published by 
Augsburg Fortress, is a good communion 
hymn to teach to children as we learn how 
Jesus brought the sacrament of Holy 
Communion into our lives. 

The color of Lent is purple. 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A special thank you for all the prayers, 
support and memorials given due to  
the sudden loss of our granddaughter/niece, 
Amanda Ringel. 
 
With our love and gratitude, 
Ann Gray 
Thomas Sax and Family 

 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

I thank all the women of St. Johns who 
participated in celebration of my birthday 

for your gifts and cards.   
Thank you 

Jennifer Moat 
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PLANT ORDER FORM  
To place lilies and/or plants at the altar for Easter  Sunday, please fill 

out the following form and return it to the Church Office together 
with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

 

Order must be in the church office no later than 
March 21, 2010 

 
# of Lilies:______at $7.00 per plant=______ 

 
# of Plants:______at $7.00 per plant=______ 

 
In memory of:  
 
________________________________________________________                                                                                                                        
Given by:  
 
________________________________________________________ 
In honor of:  
 
________________________________________________________ 
Given by:  
 
________________________________________________________ 
                                       Check one:  
 

____I will pick up my plant after the 10:45 service 
or 

____Please deliver my plant to a St. John’s “shut-in” 
 

 Total amount  
Enclosed for Easter plants:     

�
�
�
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Alone, Alive, Fulfilled 
Alzheimer’s 
Battles with the Bottle 
Coping with Cancer 
Dealing with Depression 
Finding Peace 
Forgiveness Is for Giving 
Has God Abandoned Me? 
How to Know What’s Right…And Do It 
No Need to Fear 
Now You’re Talking 
Overcoming A Painful Childhood 
Parenting with Purpose 
Prayer and Thoughts for Caregivers 
Setting Priorities 
Raising Your Children with Respect 
 So You Prayed for A Miracle… 
Surviving A Loved One’s Suicide 
Surviving Breast Cancer 
Take Heart in Your Grief 
Talking with God 
The Purpose of Living, The Purpose of Dying 
The Truth About Angels 
“THHHPPTT!” And Other Helpful Ways to Manage Anger 
Too Much to Do, Too Little Time 
Unlocking the Prison of Guilt 
When in Doubt…Read the Book! 
Where’s God in All of This? 
Why Should I go to Church? 
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########################################## 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9:00AM-2:00PM 
Weekly bulletin Notices Due 

Tuesday’s @ 10:00AM 
Monthly Newsletter Notices Due 

2nd  Monday of the Month 
 
 
 

ROBOTICS 
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The 13th of March is the First Tech Challenge 

Tournament. The 14th of March is the First Lego 
League tournament. Both are being held at the 
Jacob Javits center. ALL ARE INVITED AND 

THERE IS NO ADMISSION COST. Starts at 9AM 
and runs until about 3 or 4PM each day. 

St. John’s will be competing !!! 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

 

 
 

“2010 CELEBRATE OUR CHILDREN’S 
FUTURE AUCTION”  

 
��������������

 
Saturday, April 17, 2010 

 
At 

 Li Greci’s Staaten 
 

$75.00 per ticket/per person 
 
 

�����������	
��
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����0����0����0����0  Inside Front Cover - Journal $250.00 
___ Inside Back Cover - Journal $250.00 
Name/Contact____________________________ 
Address__________________________________
Phone Number________________ 
For Journal ads, please include/attach your 
advertising copy or message. Also E-Mail to 
sjljournal@gmail.com . 
Deadline for Journal Ads and Sponsorships is 
March 25, 2010. 
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Please check your March Calendars 
closely; there is a lot happening this 

month, between the  
Church & the School. 

 
If you need to contact the School, 

please call (718) 761-1858 
 

If you need to contact the church, 
you may call (718) 761-1600 

Or via e-mail 
stjohnslutheranchurchoffice 

@gmail.com 

 
The Church Office is trying extremely 
hard to cut costs .  We strongly urge 
you to send in your e-mail address.   

This will ensure you are updated and 
well informed as soon as any 
information comes into the 

 Church Office. 
 

Thank you very much  
for your cooperation 

in this matter. 
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The Monthly Newsletter of  
St. John’s Evangelical 

 Lutheran Church  
216 Jewett Avenue (no mail) 

School & Church Office  
 663 Manor Road 

Staten Island, NY  10314  
Church Email: 

stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com  
(718) 761-1600 
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