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A Thankful Heart

“Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud
voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet,
giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan.
Then Jesus answered, ‘Were not ten
cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one
found to return and give praise to God except
this foreigner?’” And he said to him. ‘Rise and
go your way; your faith has made you well.”
Luke 17:15-19

Dear Members and Friends of St. John's
Lutheran Church and School,

As we turn the calendar to November,
many things begin to occupy our minds. We
have long been reminded that Christmas is just
around the corner from all the catalogs and the
big stores putting out Christmas things already
in September. However, November sees more
and more pressure placed on us to get ready
for Christmas. November 1st is All Saints Day
(this year Sunday) and the Church calls us to
remember and celebrate the lives of those
called to glory, and moves us to celebrate our
own sainthood status through faith in Christ
Jesus.




More than likely, however, the day that
stands out in November is Thanksgiving Day.
You will not find it on the Church’s Liturgical
Calendar; however, many congregations
including St. John’s Lutheran will have a
special  Thanksgiving  worship  service.
Thanksgiving worship at St. John’s will be
conducted on Thanksgiving Eve at 7:00 P.M.
Unfortunately there seems to be little
thanksgiving and much more consuming on
Thanksgiving Day in America. While I'm all in
favor of Turkey and all the rest including
football, Thanksgiving provides us with another
opportunity to gather around Word and
Sacrament, in order to be renewed and to give
God thanks for all His blessings.

So for what are you thankful for? Off
the top of your head you may not think of
anything. Then again you might think of many
things. Did you think of your body and soul,
eyes, ears and all your members, your reason
and all your senses? How about clothing and
shoes or food and drink, house and home?
What about wife and children, land and
animals? For these it is our duty to thank and
praise God (paraphrased from Luther's Small
Catechism, Explanation of the First Article of
the Apostles’ Creed).

Have you ever done something for
someone and then they showed no
appreciation? | bet you were disappointed.
You thought to yourself, “This person is just
plain rude. They are a very self-centered
individual.” That's the way Jesus felt in the
Gospel lesson for Thanksgiving worship. You
can read the full story in Luke 17:11-19. In
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short Jesus had healed 10 men who had the
dreaded illness known as leprosy. In the
story, only one of the ten showed any
appreciation. The others never gave a second
thought to returning to the source of their
healing, Jesus, to say “thank you”.

Jesus was hurt by that lack of
thankfulness.  He asked about the nine,
wondering why they didn’t return like that one
who did return to give thanks. The one that did
return to give Jesus thanks was an outsider to
the Jewish community. He recognized that the
God, who had created him and given him the
gift of life, had once more blessed him. But it
wasn’t just for the gift of physical healing that
he was thankful, he was thankful for the
forgiveness of sins he received through his
confessed faith in Christ as the long promised
Messiah. His prayer of “Jesus Master, have
pity on us!” had been fully answered, for he
had received total restoration of body and soul.
His returning to worship Jesus — to give Him
thanks — was proof of his faith and
thankfulness.

How does Jesus feel about you? Is He
hurt by your lack of worship and thankfulness?
Is He wondering where you are, especially
since you have been richly blessed and
restored? Your list could include many things,
but at the top is salvation, a free gift to you
from a good and merciful God who sent His
only Son to die for the sins of the world,
including your sins.

Sincere thanksgiving flows out of
worship. Worship is faith’s first response. It
4




was for this Leper and it will be for us as will if
we believe as the leper did, that Christ Jesus is
the author of our faith and that every good and
perfect gift comes from God. When there is no
worship, there is no appreciation or
thankfulness for the blessings which flow from
God. And that kind of attitude hurts Jesus and
us as well. Christ died for our sins — gave His
life for us, therefore surely we ought to give
thanks often for all that we have received, for it
is after all proof of our faith in Christ as Lord
and Savior.

May God grant us all a thankful heart
and may that thankfulness be seen as we
gather for worship not just at Thanksgiving time
but at every opportunity we have to gather for
worship and praise. With joy we say; “O give
thanks unto the Lord! For His mercy endures
forever!”

A Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to each
one of you. | look forward to worshiping with
each one of you as we give God thanks and
praise. Please feel free to join us at St. John’s
anytime and must especially if you do not have
a regular church home.

In Christ,

Rev. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP

WEDNESDAY EVENING
NOVEMBER 25TH

7:00 P.M.
The Adult Choir Singing
Celebration of Holy Communion
SERMON THEME: “Gratitude”

“O give thanks to the Lord for He
Is good!”

Plan on worshiping
Thanksgiving Eve this year!




Stewardship
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In searching through scripture for a theme in
this month of Thanksgiving | found the word
“service” throughout. | was reminded that
service to God is a giving of self. It is “doing
for others”, a phrase | use often. Further
reading reminded me that service to our church
is the highest order of worship. | was reminded
that service to God and our fellow man is the
most sincere expression of our love of God.
Service is the most instinctive way of teaching
the word, because we teach by example. Itis
the most persuasive form of Evangelism
because we are the eyes, the ears, and the
hands of God bringing His word to the
untaught. Service is an eloquent witness to
God because we show that He is in our lives,
not merely saying words.

Stewardship IS service and by directing our
energies towards service to God it helps US
focus on our purpose in life.

Our time and talents and treasures are ours in
a sense, but not ours to keep as entirely our
own. They are, as we all know, really gifts
from God. We are stewards of those gifts and
will be held accountable for how well we
manage them for all God’s people.

In this month of Thanksgiving, we should all
feel the real joy of sharing our gifts and talents.
Not just money. But time specifically offered to
our Lord, as well as those talents we can do in
His name, who gave us all these things in the
first place.

We can witness to others by THANKSLIVING,
another way of thanking Him, as well as setting
a better example for the whole world to see.
Doing for others can be exhilarating. May He
grant it. Amen.




Helmut Thielicke (1908-1985 ) German Protestant theologian
and rector of the University of Hamburg from 1960 to 1978.
Thielicke grew up in Wuppertal, where he went to a humanistic
Gymnasium and took his Abitur in 1928. After this he began to
study philosophy and theology in Erlangen, but soon had to
undergo an operation on his thyroid. Despite the negative
outcome of this operation (pulmonary embolism, tetanus),
which were still causing complications 4 years later, he finished
his studies and in 1932 he got his doctorate in philosophy with
"Das Verhéltnis zwischen dem Ethischen und dem
Astethischen" (The relationship between the ethical and the
aesthetic).

For the greatness of humanity, to which we are
called and which gives us dominion over the earth,
is not to manifest itself in brutakploitationof the
creation...nut in &onsideratiorfor it.... This
consideration consists in humanity’s self-
knowledge-that we can attain our destiny or that we
can lose it, and that we may relate to him who gjive
life...That is just what the rest of creation neither
knows nor can do. Because human beings,
however, do know and have the ability, because we
may look up to our creator, the rest of creation
becomes like a talent entrusted to Uaul once

used the enigmatic phrase “groaning of creation”
(Rom. 8:22) and indicated that it too cried our for
redemption. This is not the place to go into what
meant by that phrase, It involves the ultimate
mysteries. | will only describe how the phrasektoo
on meaning for me personally. Once when | was a
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young man-before | concerned myself with the
theological dimensions of tat obscure phrase-ldske
an elderly servant of God how he made sense out of
it. He simply said “Look a dog in the eye, thanuy
will know.”

Now, | don't believe for a minute that he gave me
an adequate explanation of that phrase, but since
that time | have never ceased to ponder what he
said. When I look at a dog, and he looks at me,
those words come back again and again. And
although one must guard against sentimentality and
reading to much into the situation, | nevertheless
cannot shake the feeling that a real dialogue with
the creation takes place. And this is the way it
sounds: “My little canine friend, you are just one
particular part of creation. The two of us-in gast

to innumerable fellow creatures of yours-have been
brought together in a remarkable way and live with
one another. If something bad would happen to
you, | would be very upset. And I know that if
something would happen to me, that your canine
heart would be affected. You notice at once if
something is bothering me. And if | am happy, then
you make the most droll attempts to show me that
you rejoice with me. Sometimes the riddle of
creation gazes at me through your eyes so
powerfully, so terribly, that it penetrates me tigh
and through. | imagine that you suffer under the
burden of not being able to express yourself and to
tell me what you know. Of course you can be very
expressive with your many bodily motions, with
your tail waging and even with you little paws. tBu
speaking is just out of the question. Sometimes yo
let me know that | don’t understand you. Thera is
very deep gulf between us that neither of us can
10




cross. And precisely because you are such a unique
part of creation, because you have bound your
canine destiny to, me, a human being, this linotati
becomes particularly painful. Our lives are more
fully linked than | can say or you can bark. Yoa a

a dumb creature, and maybe you are thinking, “My
master is a noiseless creature.”...

The bodies of horses strewn over the battlefiefds o
mankind constitute an indictment that innocent
creatures have been dragged into human strife. And
it is significant that the shame and sorrow it ezl

is not totally stifled, even when there is no way t
spare the creation its misery between the fall and
the last judgment. It means that at least someavher
within us a spark remains of the knowledge that
humanity, although ruler of the world does not have
the right to treat the creation so, but that tresttim

of that sort is our basic fault, and that it is Hoeirce

of the disorder which threatens the whole
universe....

Animals remind us of an unfallen world where
Adam gave names to his brothers and sisters in
creation, and conversed with them. They remind us
of a world once again called into being when
Francis of Assisi preached to the birds as his
beloved fellow creatures.
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November brings us a Scholastic Book Fair on
Nov.4 and 5.

We continue our art study with our illustrator,
Ronald Chironna. You can view some of his art
work on the web.

Report Cards and Parent Teacher Conferences are
also on the schedule for this month -Nov.24th.

We have an 11:30 AM dismissal on Nov. 25th with
no Aftercare.

Enjoy the Thanksgiving Holiday and don't forget to
thank the good Lord for all the wonderful things in
your life.

A million thanks to all of you, especially those avh
give us an over abundance of time to help whenever
needed.

Happy Thanksgiving !!!

PS. Special thanks to all that helped out with our
"Pre K Playground Fundraiser" and Kenny Birstler
for acquiring the correct mulch.

Thanks to all that helped spread the new muich
around, and make our playground a softer place to
fall.

Mrs. R Palisay, Principal
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

&

Happy Birthday Happy Anniversar vy

3 Laura Emanuele 10 Laura Emanuele

7 Marjorie Fandrei 15 Arlene & John Sellathin
10 Daniel Wuerdeman 22 Barbara & SteveRfaff
17 Audrey Hansen 25 John & Susan Owen

17 Eleanor Hansen
19 Joann Lambert

Offerings for September & October 2009

Expansion Fund (year to date)....$1,674

Love (year to date)............... ...... $2,282
September 2009............... el .$9,622
October 1-11, 2009......... «ccceve .. $5,572

Saints and Church Dates
in November 2009

1 All Saints
2 Daniel Payne
3 Matrtin de Porres
5 Elizabeth matriarch 6
8 Johann von Staupitpriest 1524
9 Martin Chemnitz pastor and confessor,
1586
10 Martin Luther’s Birthday, 1483
11 Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397
14 Emperor Justinignconfessor, Emperor of
New Rome, 565
19 Elizabeth, Princess of Hungary, 1231
23 Clement Bishop of Rome, c. 100
29 Noah prophet
30 Saint Andrew Apostle
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St. John’s Lutheran Church encourages
ALL to go online to view the newsletter,
if possible. Click onto the church side,
and then click onto the “VINE”. There is
also a link that has the church calendar
and the severing schedule.

If you are viewing the “VINE” online and
wish to opt of the mailings, please

contact the church office via e-mail, to

request being taken off the mailing list.

stiohnslutheranchurchoffice@gamil.com
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Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus,

The church year is quickly coming to an end once
again. As we near the end of the church year, |
would like to remind everyone of some important
dates that the choirs will be singing. The church’s
children and adult choirs will be singing on
Reformation Sunday (Oct. 25) and our very own
Bill Mohlenhoff will accompany me on the trumpet.
Bill will also be playing on All Saints’ Day and
Christ the King Sunday. The school chorus and
adult choir will be singing on All Saints’ Day (Nov
1), and the church’s children choir will be singing
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on Sunday Nov. 8. All choir’s will sing at the 16:4
service and will meet up in the church balcony at
10:15 for rehearsal and instruction.

Other dates to remember;
Nov. 22 Christ the King Sunday Adult choir
Nov. 25 Wednesday night Thanksgiving Eve
Adult choir
Nov. 29 First Sunday in Advent Adult choir
Dec. 6 School chorus at church
Dec. 13 Special Sunday Service of Lessons
and Carols. Church adult and children’s choir.
Service is planned for later in afternoon (T.B.A.).
Dec. 17 Christmas Pageant for St. John’s
Lutheran School 7 pm, all students must participate

Dec. 20 Adult choir going Christmas Caroling after
10:45 service. Anyone interested will meet the
choir in the church basement at 12:00 for a light
lunch. We will car pool and visit nursing homes and
church shut ins. The afternoon is very rewarding as
we spread the good news of Christmas to all. The
afternoon takes about 2 - 3 hours, depending on
how many visits we make. Everyone is welcomed
to join us, families as well. If you have someone
you may like us to visit or if you're planning on
attending, please let me know by Dec. 6. | want to
make sure we have enough handouts and
refreshments. The end of this wonderful afternoon
ends back in the church basement for hot beverages
and dessert. All are encouraged to bring their
favorite holiday desserts to share with your fellow
carolers.

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve, both the church’s
children and adult choirs singing

Dec. 25 Christmas Day Adult choir singing at
10:00 am service

15

Both choirs have started their rehearsals, thesadul
on Tuesdays from 8 - 9 p.m., and the children on
Saturdays from 4 -4:45 p.m. both at the churchs Thi
year | am directing two separate choruses at St.
John’s Lutheran School, K - 3rd and 4th - 6th. We
are planning to have the school chorus sing in
church the first Sunday of each month. Again | am
encouraging children and adults to join both church
choirs. Reading music is not necessary.

| am also recruiting 6-8 adults,(including high
school students) to start a church handbell choir.
Practice would be one hour before one of the other
two choir rehearsals. Members would choose which
one better suites them. Again, reading music is not
necessary.

If you have any questions about the choirs, you may
reach me at (917) 696 5227

In Christ

Tommy Sax

HHH R R R R R R R
Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM- 2:00 PM
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KNOWING — GROWING — SHOWING

Increase your knowledge!

Grow spiritually and raise your level of spirituali  ty!
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Let your faith show in your words & deeds!

Be a Knowing — Growing — Showing
member of St. John’s Lutheran!

Join one of the following Knowing-Growing-
Showing opportunities:

SUNDAY MORNING - 9:15 AM
“A Closer Look at the Lessons”
Instructor — Pastor Lohmeyer

Haggai/Zechariah/Malachi,
“Return to the Lord”,
with Richard Neitzel

TUESDAY MORNING - 10:30 AM
“Living Under His Wings”
Women'’s Bible Study at school

THURSDAY MORNING - 9:30 AM
“1st Corinthians”
Breakfast Bible Study at church
Please check your choices and place in the
offering or mail to the Church Office. You may also
send your choices by e-mail to:
stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com
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Alone, Alive, Fulfilled

Alzheimer’s

Battles with the Bottle

Coping with Cancer

Dealing with Depression

Finding Peace

Forgiveness Is for Giving

Has God Abandoned Me?

How to Know What's Right...And Do It
No Need to Fear

Now You're Talking

Overcoming A Painful Childhood
Parenting with Purpose

Prayer and Thoughts for Caregivers
Setting Priorities
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Raising Your Children with Respect

So You Prayed for A Miracle...

Surviving A Loved One’s Suicide

Surviving Breast Cancer

Take Heart in Your Grief

Talking with God

The Purpose of Living, The Purpose of Dying
The Truth About Angels

“THHHPPTT!” And Other Helpful Ways to Manage Anger
Too Much to Do, Too Little Time

Unlocking the Prison of Guilt

When in Doubt...Read the Book!

Where’s God in All of This?

Why Should I go to Church?

OKTOBERFEST 2009
Huge Success

Thank you to everyone who supported the
annual Oktoberfest Dinner Dance on Friday,
October 2. Those attending gave the food,
the beer, the music, the dancers and the
joyous atmosphere rave reviews and can
hardly wait for next year's fest. Sincere
Thank you to all who gave so willingly of
their time and talents to assure the success of
the evening. The profit of $2600.00 + s
flagged for the church use. Special thanks
to Kenneth Decker who gave his 50/50
($247.00) winnings back to the church.

Mark your calendars for

Friday, October 1, 2010 for
Oktoberfest 2010

19
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Our school has an urgent need and you can
help meet this important need. The Pre-
school playground is in need of new, clean
and approved for PK playground use wood

mulch. It will take 42 cubic yards of it to
cover the playground. The delivered cost of
this so called "wood carpeting" is $25.00 per
yard. WE need 42 individuals or families to
buy a yard of mulch, so that the school can
provide the best possible protection for our
PK students on their playground. Make
your check payable to St. John's Lutheran
School and in the memo note write: PK
Playground. We can do this if we work
together! Remember your contribution is
tax deductible. This need is not in the
school year budget. BUY A YARD OF
MULCH TODAY!
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ALL SAINT'S DAY NOVEMBER 1, 2009

St. John’s Lutheran will celebrate
All Saints’ Day on Sunday,

November 1st. The name of all
those called home to glory since

All Saints’ Day, 2008 will be read

during the worship services. Join
us for worship on that Sunday,
(November 1) as we give God

thanks for the example given us by

the saints who have walked before

us.

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
from now on.” Rev. 14:13
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THANKSGIVING FOOD
DISTRIBUTION

At Thanksgiving St. John’s will be giving food to
various people in need. Your contributions of food
time, and money will be greatly appreciated.

Please bring nonperishable food to the church by
Sunday, November 15 or to the school by
Wednesday, November 18. The following items are
needed: canned vegetables, yams, fruit, cranberry
sauce, gravy, stuffing, rice, soups, tuna, pastd, a
tomato sauce. There is also a need for low salt or
no salt items. At the church food may be placed in
the baskets in the narthex and in the basement. At
the school food may be placed in designated boxes
in the breezeway.

Donations of turkeys are also appreciated. If
anyone would like to donate a turkey, we need to
know in advance (by November 20). Please call
Daniel Wuerdeman at 718-816-6461 or the church
office at 718-761-1600. Volunteers are also needed
to help with sorting, packing, and delivering the

food.

Donations of money may be placed in the Hunger
Box on Sundays or sent to the church office.
Checks should be made payable to St. John’s
Lutheran Church and designated for Hunger.
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TERM TERM
OFFICE NAME PERIOD NUMBER NOTE
Officers:
President Beverly Heming 2008-2010 First
Previously
Vice President Fred Bock 2009-2011 First Appointed
Previously
Secretary Kathy Neos 2008-2010 First Appointed
Treasurer vacant 2009-2011
Board Chairmen:
Elders Walter Francis 2009-2011 Second
Christian
Education Joann Mostovoy 2008-2010 Appointed
Evangelism vacant 2009-2011
Previously
filled
Properties Ken Birstler 2008-2010 First vacancy
Daniel Previously
Social Ministry Wuerdeman 2009-2011 First appointed
Board Members:
Elders vacant 2009-2011
Tom Sax 2008-2010 Second
Christian
Education B. J. Birstler 2009-2011 Second
Joy Rouse 2009-2011 First
Gerard Valles 2009-2011 First
Lori Chierchio 2008-2010 First
Karen Gannon 2008-2010 First
Bob Holls 2008-2010 First
Evangelism Leonor Abugel 2009-2011 Second
Rhoda Browne 2009-2011 Second
Joan Mohlenhoff 2008-2010 Second
Bonnie Selletti 2008-2010 First
Properties Les Szoke 2009-2011 First
Paul DeFazio 2008-2010 Appointed
Social Ministry Barbara Pfaff 2009-2011 First
Vera Troncone 2009-2011 Second
Angela Small 2008-2010 First
Charles Small 2008-2010 First
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Dates To Remember

November 15 Final Collection of Food at Church
November 18 Final Collection of Food at School

November 20 7:30 panChurch —
Sorting/Packing Food

November 21 10:00-12:00
Distribution of Food

November 22 12:00 Distribution of
Food

November 25 7:00PM Divine
Worship with

Holy Communion

Out of thanksgiving to God for all his blessingus) let

us share with others who do not have what we have.
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Please welcome:
Mildred Shirley
Kyle Clandorf
Patricia Barber

Arne Abrahamsen

On October 11, 2009 the above mentioned
joined our church

The Monthly Newsletter of St. John’s
Evangelical
Lutheran Church
216 Jewett Avenue (no mail)
School & Church Office
663 Manor Road, Staten Island, NY
10314

Church Email:
stjiohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com

(718) 761-1600
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