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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim
the Gospel among all people in order to
form and nurture loving communities
which confess by word and deed that
Jesus is Lord and Savior

The Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church & School
(718) 761-1600

Divine Service:
Saturdays @ 5PM
Sundays @ 8 & 10:45 AM
Sundays @ 9:15 AM Family Education Hour
And Sunday School

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Church:
216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post)
Staten Island, NY 10302 (no mail)
Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org

School & Church Office
663 Manor Road, Staten Island, NY 10314
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What Does the Reformation Mean Today?

“So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in
Him; ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and thetiru
will set you free.” John 8:31, 32 (Holy Gospel for
Reformation Day)

“The sum of your word is truth, and every one of
your righteous rules endures forever.” Psalm
119:160

“Do not make articles of faith of your own
thoughts...lest your faith perchance turn out to be a
dream. Stick to Scripture and God’s Word. There
is the truth; there you will be safe; there are
reliableness and faithfulness, completely, purely,
sufficiently and constantly.” Dr. Martin Luther

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran
Church and School,

Greetings in the name of Jesus our Savior!

October 31 marks an important date on the
church’s calendar, and no it's not the celebratibn
spooks and goblins, it's the official beginningtioé
Reformation and therefore known as Reformation
Day. How much emphasis is placed upon this day
varies among congregations and different
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denominations. Within the Lutheran Church,
Reformation Sunday is a special Sunday before and
nearest October 31on which a special emphasis
occurs. Also many Lutheran groups have a special
worship service on Reformation Day. At St. John's
Lutheran we will observe Reformation Sunday on
October 28 with special music and much more.

Perhaps if you are not a Lutheran, you may be
asking; “What do you celebrate on Reformation
Sunday?” First of all certainly not Martin Luther
any of the other reformers — this day is not todron
him, but rather we gather to give God thanks for
having the opportunity to have God’s Word in &l it
truth and purity and for the work of the reformers.
At the heart of the Reformation were the doctrines
being taught which were contrary to God’s Word.
Luther has had other reformers before him, realized
the need for correction and began to speak, debate,
and write about these errors. Of greatest conern
Luther, was the fact that salvation by grace thihoug
faith in Christ Jesus was being minimized or even
clouded over. On October 31, 1517 Luther posted
on the north door of the Castle Church (the web
page of his day) in Wittenberg Germany his 95
Theses. They were a call to discuss the errors and
abuses that had creped into the Church’s teachings
over the centuries.

From this simple beginning the movement grew
and spread across Europe. In the end the Christian
Church was split in two and resulted in many so-
called denominations including the Lutheran
Church. However, we should understand that
Luther never intended to create another church
body, rather he wanted to correct (reform) the
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Roman church. Luther and the other reformer held
as did the Roman church — all the orthodox
doctrines stated in the general creeds of the early
church. Their concern was with the additional
teachings which were found to be a departure from
what is confessed in those creeds.

At the heart of the Reformation was the
authority of God’s Word and its use in the Church
for the all the norm and rule of faith and life.
Luther took his stand based upon God’s Word and
held that this Word not human decrees had to have
the final say in the church’s teachings and
decisions. Still today, the belief in the infaility
of God’'s Word is the guiding principle for the
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod.

The second principle is known as *“grace
alone.” Luther and the reformers held that itys b
grace alone and not through any human effort that
man is saved. In Luther’s day the Roman church
also believed in salvation by grace, but added 6goo
works” were equal to faith and the emphasis was on
the value of good works for salvation and not
grace. The reformers did not disapprove of “good
works,” but denied their value as a condition of
salvation and means for salvation. Rather “good
works” for the reformers were seen as a product and
evidence of salvation.

The third principle to flow out of the
Reformation is “faith alone.” As noted, the
reformers pointed out, that Scripture says one is
saved by ‘grace alone through faith.” Faith toais
gift from God the reformers taught, and therefore
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salvation is not in any sense something that man ha
a role in, rather it is God'’s gift to man.

Today, almost always the Lutheran church is
grouped under the heading of the Protestants, but
that short-changes the uniqueness of the Lutheran
faith or teachings. Under the heading of
Protestants, one will find a wide variety of
teachings, many which are far removed from the
historic teachings of the Christian Church. For
example one will find Baptism to have three or
more purposes and meanings. Historic Christianity
teaches that Baptism is a Sacrament through which
God gives spiritual new-birth and the gift of faith
even to infants. Others do not believe it is a
Sacrament but rather ordnance or a sign of a
willingness to be a follower of Christ. And some
Protestants teach a Baptism of the Holy Spirit as a
separate event. The Lutheran Church -Missouri
Synod believes that Holy Baptism is a Sacrament as
do other Lutherans.

True Lutherans maintain their close tieshe t
Historic Christianity, including the “authority of
God’s Word” as the norm and rule for all faith and
life. True Lutherans maintain the importance of
“Divine Worship” and the celebration of Holy
Communion in these services. All their teachings
are explained in the Book of Concord and their
pastors and congregations fully subscribe to its
teachings.

Sadly, for some Lutherans and other Christian
the teachings and principles which flowed out @f th
Reformation have little meaning for them today.
Like in Luther’s day, false teachings, a denialraf
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Bible being God's Word, the adoption of
“pluralism” and other culture influences has dethce
the outward appearance and more importantly
undermined the teachings and some have even toss
aside the teachings of Historic Christianity. Ewasn
polls show that the population of America is
becoming more conservative, there are movements
with the more liberal church groups seeking to
reform and return them back to their roots and the
teachings of Scripture.

Therefore we can conclude, that the
Reformation continues even today. There remains
and | suspect will always remain until our Lord
returns, a need for a Reformation within the
Christian Church. We pray that the Holy Spiritlwil
help us to remain true to God’s Word, and move us
to speak the truth in love.

May God grant you a wonderful October and |
hope to see you often as we celebrate God’s love
and forgiveness through faith in Christ Jesus. 'Don
forget to join us on Reformation Sunday and
celebrate the blessings of the Reformation.

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor
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More on Stewardship.........

With the arrival of October we find ourselves
well into the new school year. Thankfully the
enrollment is on the upswing with new faces
and families coming into our midst, with new
opportunities to help spread the Good News to
others.

Sad to say the summer “lull” was upon us, with
too many people letting their stewardship
obligations go by. We also have a vacancy to
fill, that is, the position of Treasurer. By God’s
grace we pray that these matters will be
rectified.

We have a new theme called “Knowing-
Growing-Showing” which Pastor has begun to
expand upon, both from the pulpit and the
“Vine”. Let us pay close attention to these
things.

| quote, in part a story written many years ago,
called the adventure of giving. “Itis an
adventure which makes one feel good about
life. Giving brings us together because there
must be a receiver a well as a giver.” Many
people strive for happiness, but find only
boredom and monotony. What surprises many
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is that it is so easy to give. A compliment to
someone, an hour to a friend, giving a portion
of what we have to someone who has less,
and the like. The writer goes on; “By giving to
the church we become a part of the purpose
for which it was created-to spread the good
news of salvation. When we give of our time
and talent, we are actively involved in our
church’s mission. When we give of our wealth
we support that mission with our own power of
life.”

Giving our time, talent and treasure is an
adventure which can bring thrills to many
others and to our selves. This is the kind of
happiness many talk about, but cannot find.
Those who do find it know exactly what | mean.

Dear God, May we all become part of the
wonderful adventure of giving. Amen.




Saint Maximus of Turin (Italian: San Massimp(ca.
380-ca. 465) was ishopandtheologicalwriter. Maximus is
believed to have been a nativeRifaetia Only two dates are
historically established in his life. In 451 he vedghesynod
of Milan where the bishops d&forthern Italyaccepted the
celebrated letterepistola dogmaticaof Pope Leo || setting
forth theorthodoxdoctrine of thdncarnationagainst the
NestorianandEutychiangMansi, "SS. Conc. Coll. Ampl.",
VI, 143. Among nineteen subscribers Maximus is the éight
and since the order was determined by age, Maximust
then have been about seventy years old. The second
established date is 465, when he was at the SyfnRdroe.
(Mansi, VII, 959, 965 syjHere the subscription of Maximus
follows immediately after the pope's, showing hes wee
oldest of the forty-eight bishops present. The axipnate

time and place of his birth may be surmised fropassage in
Sermo 8XP.L., LVII, 695), where he designates himselaas
witness of the martyrdom of three missionary psi@&st397 at
Anaunia in theRhaetian Alps
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

Happy Birthday
4 Charles Herman IV
11 Adelaide Mullick
15 Kathryn Peters
19 Michael Riccardi
22 Ed Salvatore
22 Eleanor Hansen

&

Happy Anniversar vy
1 Ronald & Joan Graboski
9 Bernard & Adelaide Mullick
17 Bill & Liz Heming
18 John & Martha Heinz
20 Donna & Michael D’Adamo
21 Charles & Donna Hermann

22 Barbara & David Vasquez
25 Karen & Kenneth Gannon
29 Mr. & Mrs. Lucciola

Offerings for September & October 2009

Expansion Fund (year to date).......... $1,560

Love (yeartodate)...........cooees ceennnn. $2,263
August 2009........ccceeiiiiiiies e $9,630
September 1-13, 2009......... ............. $5,258

Saints and Church Dates
in October 2009

9 Abraham patriarch (Commemoration)
11 Saint Phillip deacon (Commemoration)
17 Ignatius Bishop of Antioch, martyr, c.

115 (Commemoration)

18 Saint Luke Evangelist (Lesser Festival)
23 James of Jerusalebmother of Jesus and
martyr, c. 62 (Lesser Festival)

25 Lydia, Dorcas (Tabitha), and Phoebe,
faithful women (Commemoration)
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26 Philipp Nicolai 1608;Johann Heermann

1647;Paul Gerhardt1676; hymnwriters
(Commemoration)
28 Saint SimorandSaint JudeApostles
(Lesser Festival)
31 Reformation DayLesser Festival)

St. John’s Lutheran Church
encourages ALL to go online to
view the newsletter, if possible.
Click onto the church side, and

then click onto the “VINE”. There is
also a link that has the church
calendar and the severing
schedule.

If you are viewing the “VINE”
online and wish to opt of the
mailings, please contact the
church office via e-mail, to
request being taken off the
mailing list.

stiohnslutheranchurchoffice@gamil.com

website:
www.stjohnslutheransi.org
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Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus,

With rally day now behind us, so will the church
year be in a couple of months. | personally would
like to thank all of those people who made rally da
possible. It was a wonderful event with a wide
variety of delicious foods and desserts. Our servic
was well attended as the adult choir sang bealytiful
to officially start our choir season. | was happy t
hear that many of you enjoyed the hymn selection
made by pastor and myself for this special day. |
pray that we all would reflect on the hymn, “Here |
Am Lord” as we start our theme this year of
Knowing, Growing and Showing.

Here | am Lord
Isit 1 Lord?
| have heard you calling in the night
I will go Lord
If you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart.

Both choirs have started their rehearsals, thesdul
on Tuesdays from 8 - 9 p.m., and the children on
Saturdays from 4 -4:45 p.m. both at the churchsThi
year | am directing two separate choruses at St.
John’s Lutheran School, K - 3rd and 4th - 6th. We
are planning to have the school chorus sing in
church the first Sunday of each month. Again | am
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encouraging children and adults to join both church
choirs. Reading music is not necessary.

| am also recruiting 6-8 adults, (including high
school students) to start a church hand bell choir.
Practice would be one hour before one of the other
two choir rehearsals. Members would choose which
one better suites them. Again, reading music is not
necessary.

If you have any questions about the choirs, you may
reach me at (917) 696 5227.

In Christ
Tommy Sax
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Monday-Thursday
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KNOWING — GROWING — SHOWING

Increase your knowledge!
Grow spiritually and raise your level of spirituali  ty!
Let your faith show in your words & deeds!

Be a Knowing — Growing — Showing
member of St. John’s Lutheran!

Join one of the following Knowing-Growing-
Showing opportunities:

SUNDAY MORNING - 9:15 AM
“A Closer Look at the Lessons”
Instructor — Pastor Lohmeyer

_____Haggai/Zechariah/Malachi,
“Return to the Lord”",
with Richard Neitzel
TUESDAY MORNING - 10:30 AM
______"Living Under His Wings”
Women'’s Bible Study at school

THURSDAY MORNING - 9:30 AM
“1st Corinthians”
Breakfast Bible Study at church

Please check your choices and place in the
offering or mail to the Church Office. You may also
send your choices by e-mail to:
stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com
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October 31--Reformation Day

Preserve your Word, O Savior,
to us this latter day,
and let Your kingdom flourish;
enlarge Your Church, we pray.
Oh, keep our faith from failing;
keep hope's bright star aglow.
Let nothing from truth turn us
while living here below. Andreas Gryphius
LW 337/TLH 264, st. 1

Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your
Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in Your grace and truth,
protect and comfort them in all temptations,
defend them against all enemies of Your
Word, and bestow on the Church Your
saving peace; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
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Our school has an urgent need and you can
help meet this important need. The Pre-
school playground is in need of new, clean
and approved for PK playground use wood

mulch. It will take 42 cubic yards of it to
cover the playground. The delivered cost of
this so called "wood carpeting" is $25.00 per
yard. WE need 42 individuals or families to
buy a yard of mulch, so that the school can
provide the best possible protection for our
PK students on their playground. Make
your check payable to St. John's Lutheran
School and in the memo note write: PK
Playground. We can do this if we work
together! Remember your contribution is
tax deductible. This need is not in the
school year budget. BUY A YARD OF
MULCH TODAY!
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German Dinner Buffet

Tickets are on sale!ll!

Menu: Sauerbraten, Bratwurst, Spiced Apples, Bread
and German Chocolate Cake

Chair
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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN
SCHOOL

Saturday, October 17, 2009
12:00 — 4:00 PM

2
&#
! 1
ADMISSION: $20 per child
(Includes rides & games all day)
Children under 3 FREE
22




Statement of the president of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod in response to certain
actions of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
August 24, 2009

The two largest Lutheran church bodies in the
United States are the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) with 4.8 million members and
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)
with 2.4 million members.

On Friday, Aug. 21, the Churchwide Assembly of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America voted
to open the ministry of the ELCA to gay and lesbian
pastors and other professional workers living in
"committed relationships.” In an earlier actiolne t
assembly approved a resolution that commits the
ELCA "to finding ways to allow congregations that
choose to do so to recognize, support, and hold
publicly accountable life-long, monogamous, same-
gender relationships.”

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has
repeatedly affirmed as its own position the
historical understanding of the Christian churcét th
the Bible condemns homosexual behavior as
“intrinsically sinful.” It is therefore contrary tthe

will of the Creator and constitutes sin against the
commandments of God (Lev. 18:22, 24,20:13; 1
Cor. 6:9-20; 1 Tim 1:9-10; and Rom. 1:26, 27).
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Addressing the ELCA assembly on Saturday, Aug.
22, | responded to their aforementioned actions,
stating: "The decisions by this assembly to grant
non-celibate homosexual ministers the privilege of
serving as rostered leaders in the ELCA and the
affirmation of same-gender unions as pleasing to
God will undoubtedly cause additional stress and
disharmony within the ELCA. It will also
negatively affect the relationships between our two
church bodies. The current division between our
churches threatens to become a chasm. This grieves
my heart and the hearts of all in the ELCA, the
LCMS, and other Christian church bodies
throughout the world who do not see these decisions
as compatible with the Word of God, or in
agreement with the consensus of 2,000 years of
Christian theological affirmation regarding what
Scripture teaches about human sexuality. Simply
stated, this matter is fundamentally related to
significant differences in how we [our two church
bodies] understand the authority of Holy Scripture
and the interpretation of God's revealed and
infallible Word."

Doctrinal decisions adopted already in 2001 led the
LCMS, in sincere humility and love, to declare that

we could no longer consider the ELCA "to be an
orthodox Lutheran church body" (2001 Res 3-21A).
Sadly, the decisions of this past week to ignore
biblical teaching on human sexuality have

reinforced that conclusion. We respect the desire t

follow conscience in moral decision making, but

conscience may not overrule the Word of God.
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We recognize that many brothers and sisters within
the ELCA, both clergy and lay, are committed to

remaining faithful to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, are committed to the authority of Holy

Scripture, and strongly oppose these actions. To
them we offer our assurance of loving

encouragement together with our willingness to
provide appropriate support in their efforts to

remain faithful to the Word of God and the historic

teachings of the Lutheran church and all other
Christian churches for the past 2,000 years.

Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

"Transforming lives through Christ's love ... imé
... for eternity ..." John 3:16-17

ALL SAINTS DAY NOVEMBER 1, 2009

St. John’d_utheran will celebrate All Saints Day on
Sunday, November'2 The name of all those called
home to glory since All Saints Day, 2008 will bede
during the worship services. If you wish the nasha
loved one to be read and listed in the worshipeigld
please submitted the name to the Church Officerbefo
10:00 Tuesday morning, October 28, 2008. Joirous f
worship on that Sunday, as we give God thanksi®r t
example given us by the saints who have walkedréefo
us.“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from n
on.” Rev. 14:13

Please contact the church office with the names
of loved ones that have been called home.
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LWML (Lutheran Women's
Missionary League) Sunday will be
celebrated at all three services under the
theme of "Look to the Hills - God Reigns.
The theme is takes from Psalm 121:1-2 and
Isaiah 52:7. Pastor Lohmeyer will preach on
this theme using these text and members of
St. John's Ladies Guild will be assisting with
the worship services. There will also be a
special presentation by the members of the
Ladies Guild, reporting on the on-going
efforts of the LWML to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Join the celebration
on October 4th.
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New Member Sunday at St. John's Lutheran Church
is being planned for October 11th at the 10:45
service. All those who have recently transferced t
St. John's Lutheran, recently completed the
Inquirers Class or are joining by Profession of
Faith will be received on that day. A "Pot- Luck"
Brunch will follow the service in the church
basement. Please bring a dish to
share remembering we are providing food for those
being honored on this day. Plan on welcoming our
new members and enjoying the blessings of

Christian fellowship.

If you are interested on joining St. John's Lutlmera

on that day, please contact Pastor Lohmeyer at the
Church Office.
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