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The Vine
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim
the Gospel among all people in order to
form and nurture loving communities
which confess by word and deed that
Jesus is Lord and Savior
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September 2009

Knowing — Growing — Showing

“My son do not forget my teaching, but keep my

commands in your heart, for they will prolong your

life many years and bring you prosperity. Let love

and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around
your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.”

Prov. 1-3

“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to
be prophets, some to be evangelists and some to be
pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the faith am

the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.” Eph. 4:11-13

Dear Members and Friends of St. John's Lutheran
Church and School,

Welcome back! | say that sincerely, because
many of you have not been around this summer or
at least not very much. Also it's been two months
since | last had the opportunity to write to you
through this publication, since we do not publish a
August issue. | pray that you've had a refreshing
summer, and that even though | haven’t seen you,
you've had the opportunity maintain spiritual
vitality through Word and Sacrament ministry
2




elsewhere during your absence from St. John’s
Lutheran.

Usually, fall is the beginning of a new effor
within the congregation to do what the congregation
is to be doing. It's a natural | suppose, sindeost
begins in the fall here on Staten Island, therefore
with Labor Day behind us summer fun and
weekends away naturally while not coming to an
end, do decline greatly. Here at St. John’s Lather
our Christian Education/Rally Day Sunday will be
on Sunday, September 13 That is the day we
officially kick off our new year of Christian
Education. Our school begins its first full week o
classes after the £3and our Bible Classes begin
meeting as well.

Christian Education according to Scripture is
not an option for the Christian. Over and over
through out both the Old and New Testaments, is
the exhortation to be students of God’s Word. The
intent of the early letters (Epistles) written by S
Paul and others to the various congregations, was
for the purpose of instruction in areas of faithd an
life for the followers of Christ. The writer of
Proverbs reminds us that being in awe of God is the
beginning of all wisdom. Throughout the Book of
Proverbs there are many references to the need for
instruction and spiritual and emotional growth. In
the text from Ephesians (above) St. Paul reminds us
of the importance of growing in our knowledge and
faith as Christians. To become a mature Chrissian
always Scriptures goal for each one of us. And
maturity certainly does not result from confirmatio
as too many have believed and therefore haven't
joined a Bible Class since their Confirmation Day.

As we gathered for our congregational
gatherings during Lent (Scripture, Prayer, and
Sharing for Vision and Planning) the topic of
“spirituality” was repeatedly raised. The
consensuses were that at St. John’s Lutheran, the
congregation too often suffers from a low level of
spirituality. That low level of spirituality is
reflected in a lack of faith, leadership, immature
leadership, conflict, poor stewardship, and apathy.
As a result, too often precious little is gettingne
for God’s kingdom. Instead low moral, frustratipns
in-fighting, and a lack of genuine love and concern
for each other are too often the product of our
efforts and not positive things for God’s kingdom.

How can that be changed? How might the
negative trends be reversed? How can levels of
spirituality be increased? The writer of Proverbs
tells us (above). The answer is found in the
ministry of Word and Sacrament. It is in and
through the Word and Sacraments that the Holy
Spirit works to raise our level of spirituality. We
become spiritually mature and more “Christ like”
through regular worship and the study of God’s
Word.

For that reason allow me to introduce ountée
for this Christian Education Year: “Knowing —
Growing — Showing.” Truthfully, | pray it will be
are theme for more than one year, for | believe it
expresses what God desires to be at the center of
our lives at St. John’s Lutheran Church and School.
This is true for the youngest to the oldest amasg u
Let me take just a moment to share what | have in
mind here with these three words.

Knowing — Scripture reminds us, to know God
is to know God's will and ways. It's said that;
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“You don't really know someone until you live with
them.” You don’'t know Jesus until you live with
Him. You live with Him when you are deep into
the study of His Word. He is the vine He reminds
us and we are the branches, and cut off that
relationship death will come. So “knowing” means
we need to be found in a deep relationship with our
Lord, through a life of study and worship. The
more you worship and study, the more you will
know Jesus.

Growing — The natural result of “knowing” is
“growing.” St. Peter reminds us to “grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ (2 Peter 3:18). St. Peter uses the word
“mature” to indicate growing. Rather than
remaining static or even going backwards,
“knowing” Christians will be making progress
towards becoming more and more Christ like.
Growing Christians are vibrant people, living under
God’s umbrella of grace, as forgiven children o th
heavenly Father.

Showing — The results of “knowing” and
“growing” will be “showing.” Jesus in His “High
Priestly Prayer” that His disciples are to go ouoi
the world, so that they may know the Father even as
His disciples know Him and His love. Growing,
maturing Christians will show God’'s love and
forgiveness to others in their world.  As the gon
says, “They will know we are Christians by our
love.” Knowing, growing Christians are first ofl al
focused on what Paul calls “things above” and then
motivated by the Holy Spirit let their light shime
our world.

My goal is simple but an ambitious one this
year. That every member, school family, and staff
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member be a Knowing — Growing — Showing —
Christian. Yes it will take a change of heart for
some, also a change in attitude, and a commitment
to become a “knowing — growing — showing
Christian, but with the Holy Spirit's help it's
possible. | ask you to prayerfully consider your
response, remembering God’s desire for you to be a
mature child of God. | promise you this; you will
never regret becoming a “knowing — growing —
showing Christian.

| look forward to seeing you on Sunday,
September 1B for our big Christian Education
Celebration where we’ll kick off a year of
“Growing — Knowing — Showing.”. Come and
worship, meet the teachers from our school, and
enjoy great food and fellowship following the
service.

Knowing — Growing — Showing with you!

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor
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The “Dog” days of August have passed and
summertime is waning. Soon, Rally Day will
be upon us and our school doors will open
once again. New faces will appear and many
will have gone on to High School. Another
cycle and another year have begun at St.
John’s Lutheran School. Some of the old
challenges await us while new ones have
appeared.

A major concern for everyone is the fact that
we have no Church Treasurer. In times of
financial trial the position is an extremely
important one to fill. We also have on-going
property repair and up keep challenges to
address.

There was the story of a young boy who came
home with a big candy bar in his hand. His
mother asked where he got it. He replied that
he bought it with the money she gave him.
She asked him why he didn't give it to the
church. He said, “I was going to, but the
minister met me at the door and didn’t ask for
money. | got it for free.”

We all like to go to places for free. When we
go to worship we don’t have to buy a ticket, or
bargain to serve instead of offering money, and
we are never compelled to put money in the
offering plate. Basically, if we wish, we can get
in and out of church without any cost at all.

God provides for all our needs. We really can’t
give him anything; He doesn’t need our money,
only our hearts. Yes, Grace is free, but the
church needs help. We need workers in HIS
vineyard. The things we are to do on earth fo
require gifts and services. A church must have
people who volunteer to serve and help pay for
the bills. A church needs more givers than
takers.

As children of God we are called upon to
exercise stewardship. Time, Talent, and
Treasure and the gifts we are called upon to
give. Not just one or tow, but all
three....”Serve one another through love...bear
each others burdens, and you will fulfill the law
of Christ” — Gal. 5:13, 6:2.

The life of a Christian Steward is challenging,
even difficult at times and in many ways: but
both here and in eternity it is charged with
intense joy. May He grant it. Amen

The Stewardship Committee




Augustine of Hippo(November 13, 354 — August 28,
430), Bishopof Hippo Regiusalso known ast. Augustineor
St. Austin B, was a Berber philosopher and
theologian.Augustine, a Latichurch fatheyis one of the most
important figures in the developmentWestern Christianity
Augustine was born in the city @hagaste Roman Catholic
Church the Anglican Communignand theLutheran Church
he is a saint and pre-emineBbctor of the Churchand the
patron of theAugustinian religious order

Here,...amidst the dangers and the trials we andthe
must sing Alleluia, “for God is faithful and he Wwitot

let you be tempted beyond your strength”, as Pays.s
So then we must also sing here Alleluia. Man ii &t
sinner, but God is faithful. Scripture does not, sSéle

will not let you be tempted,” but, “He will not lgbu be
tempted beyond your strength, but with the tempati
will also provide thee way of escape, that you rbay
able to endure it.”...How happy will be our shout of
Alleluia there, how carefree, how secure from any
adversary, where there is no enemy, where no friend
perishes. There praise is offered to God, and, lteoe
but here it is by men who are anxious, there by wien

are free from care, here by men who must die, thgre
men who will live forever. Here praise is offerad
hope, there by men who enjoy the reality, here e m
who are pilgrims on the way, there by men who have
reached their own country.

So, brethren, now let us sing Alleluia, not in the
enjoyment of heavenly rest, but to sweeten our t8ihg

as travelers sing along the road; but keep on walki
Solace your toil by singing-do not yield to idleges
Sing but keep on walking. What do | mean by
“walking”? | mean, press on from good to bettdihe
apostle says there are some who go from bad toewors
But if you press on, you keep on walking. Go famva
then in virtue, in true faith and right conductingup-
and keep on walking.
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Summer has certainly flown by. It didn't even seem
enough time to catch one's breath.
But, here we are back to square one. School will be
starting September 9th and there are still tons of
things to get done.
| hope everyone is well rested and ready to start
another year. We are looking forward to new
programs, new places, and new people. We
continue our Education Planning with the help of
Lutheran Schools Association. We are making
schedules and exploring after school activities.
Our robotics programs have been expanded. We are
looking forward to a great school year. See you all
soon enough in September.

New Direction Services
We are collecting food for New Direction Services,
a food pantry located at 1027 Post Avenue, at the
church and at the school. Nonperishable items July
& August be left in the basement at the churchnor i
the breezeway at the school. In particular, they
request the following items: condensed/evaporated
milk, pasta, sauces (such as tomato sauce), rice,
condiments like salad dressings, cereal, and juices
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Happy Birthday Happy Anniversar vy
10 Janis Szoke
17 Walter Heiman 29 Carol & John Gencarello
20 Hunter Peters 30 Les & Janis Szoke

28 Mark Hewitt
30 Irene Olsen
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Offerings for July& August 2009

Expansion Fund (year to date).......... $1,519
Love(yearto date).............occee weevinnne $2,212
July 2009.....ccciiii $7,311
August 1-10,2009.........c.cccciiiiiiinnnn, $3,906
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Confirmation Parent Meeting

Wednesday, September 23

Pastor Lohmeyer has scheduled a meeting with all
parents of children desiring to enroll in
Confirmation Classes for the 2009/2010 year.
Goals, class times, instructions and requirements
will be discussed at this meeting. Youth who are i
the seventh grade and older are invited to pastieip
in faith and knowledge growth process. For
guestions prior to this meeting please contactdPast
Lohmeyer at the Church Office.

Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus,

| don’t about you, but this summer went by very
quickly. Those lazy, hazy days of summer are over
as we begin a new school year and choir season.
VBS went very well this year thanks to Pastor (and
his puppet), and all who volunteered their time,
talents and treasures. We averaged 12 children each
day. All participants who attended seemed to enjoy
themselves, hopefully, we will get the word out and
have a larger turn out next year. Our congregation
also followed our summer worship schedule and
worshipped at one service on Sundays at 9:30 am. It
seems most of the congregation enjoyed seeing one
another during and after each service. | personally
have to say there is nothing like a well attended
service listening to God’s people worship and
singing His praises.
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Both church choir's will start up again in
September. The adult choir will begin on Tuesday
the 15th from 8 - 9 p.m. at the church. The
children’s choir will begin on Saturday the 19th
from 4 -4:45 p.m. at the church. This year | am
directing two separate choruses at St. John’s
Lutheran School, K - 3rd and 4th - 6th. | also will
be teaching the 7th and 8th graders music theory
instead of chorus. We are planning to have the
school chorus sing in church the first Sunday of
each month. Again | am encouraging children and
adults to join both church choirs. Reading music is
not necessary. Adults meet at the church Tuesday
evenings from 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and the
children on Saturdays from 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.

| am also recruiting 6-8 adults,(including high
school students) to start a church handbell choir.
Practice would be one hour before one of the other
two choir rehearsals. Members would choose which
one better suites them. Again, reading music is not
necessary.

If you have any questions about the choirs or
auction, you may reach me at (917) 696 5227.

In Christ
Tommy Sax
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Follow the extraordinary journey of Mary and
Joseph and witness the miraculous BIRTH OF
JESUS, The SAVIOR

Date: November 14, 2009-Motor Coach will leave
the school at 8:30 AM to see the show “The Miracle
of Christmas” at 1:00PM. After the show you will
enjoy dinner at a local restaurant. This is an OPE
trip, 1% come, 1'seated. The price includes
Transportation, The Show, Dinner and all taxes and
tips. The price is $125.00 per person, per adult.
Children 4-12 years $60.00each, per child.

FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE:
September 14, 2009....... $45.00 per person
Make check payable to: Ken Birstler
Mail to: Ken Birstler, 21 Amelia Court, Staten

Island, NY 10310

For reservations, or questions please contact Ken
Birstler at (718) 273-0991

THE BUS IS FULL
14




The church office hours are as follows
Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM- 2:00 PM

You are welcome to join us for a new season
of blessing. We will meet Thursday,
September 10™ at 7:300M in the church
basement. For our program Audrey Hansen
will show a film about the Tuscarors Retreat
Center. There will be installation of officers,
and LWML Convention report by Elsa Webb.
Hope to see you there!
Joan Mohlenhoff
Secretary

$ %
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»SEWING SUPPLIES OF ALL KINDS
BUTTONS THREAD
FABRIC ZIPPERS
LACE ANY KIND OF TRIM

ANYTHING AT ALL RELATED TO SEWING

»CANNOT BE ACCEPTED/SHIPPED
TOYS - BECAUSE OF THE PROBLEM WITH SO MANY TOYS BEING
MADE IN CHINA AND SOLD IN THE U.S., WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE
TO SHIP THEM PRIMARILY FOR SAFETY REASONS.
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Monthly Guide for Christian Living
As the official magazine of the LCM$he Lutheran
Witnessprovides stories and information that
complement congregational life, foster personal
growth in faith, and help interpret the contempyrar
world from a Christian perspective.

Your Source for LCMS News
As the official newspaper of the LCMBgporterkeeps you
up-to-date on news and events happening withichiuech.
Check out th&Veb pagdor exclusive stories.

LCMS Logos and Graphics

Visit our logos and graphiggage to learn about
LCMS graphics and to download hi-res and low-
res versions of the LCMS tripartite logo cross and
Luther's Rose.

For The Media
Need a quote, statement, or reaction
from a Synod official? Contact Vicki
Biggs at (800) 248-1930, Ext. 1236 or
vicki.biggs@Icms.org.
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Knowing — Growing — Showing
Join the

Christian Education/Rally Day
Celebration

Sunday September 13
Worship at 9:30 A.M.
BBQ follows the worship service

Make Christian Education a
Priority this Year!

Join a Bible Study and Be a

Knowing — Growing — Showing
Member

20




THURSDAY MORNING
BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY

BEGINS SEPTEMBER 17

The Thursday morning Breakfast Bible Study
will resume on September 7t 9:30A.M. in the
church basement. Breakfast is served prior to the
beginning of class. There is no charge but a “free
will” offering is taken to cover expenses.

This year’s study will begin with a study $t.
Paul’s first letter to the congregation at Corintt:
Corinthians covers a wide variety of topics which
Paul addresses out of love and concern for the
Christians in this congregation. On this letter Dr
Martin Luther wrote; “In this epistle St. Paul
exhorts the Corinthians to be one in faith and Jove
and to see to it that they learn well the chiehghi
namely, that Christ is our salvation, the one thing
over which all reason and wisdom stumble.”

Plan on joining this exciting study group and
remember it's all about “knowing — growing —
showing” at St. John's Lutheran. You are
encouraged to bring your own Bible, so you can
make notes for future reference. Pastor Lohmeyer
will be the instructor for this study. For more
information please contact him at the Church Office
718-761-1600.
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SUNDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

“A CLOSER LOOK AT THE
LESSONS FOR THE DAY”

Pastor Lohmeyer will lead this Bible Study in the
Church Sanctuary beginning Sunday September
20". Each Sunday, this class will take a closer look
at the appointed lesson for the day and apply them

to our daily lives as Christians. Included will the
background of the authors and the context in which
they were written. It will be an excellent waylte
about “Knowing — Growing — and Showing” as a
member of St. Johns. Join the class every Surtday a
9:15 for an in-depth study of God’s Word.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY AT
THE SCHOOL

TUESDAY MORNING AT 10:00

For school parents and everyone else who want to
be “Knowing — Growing — Showing” a Tuesday
morning Bible Study. This study “Living Under
His Wings” will focus on the topics of “Fear and
Confidence” and help the attendees to discover God
is with us during fearful times and teach themrear
to love God’s presence in times of confidence. The
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study is based upon Psalm 55 and 91. We do ask
that all who plan to attend please contact the €hur
Office — 718-761-1600 if you have questions or
plan to attend so that sufficient materials will be
available.

CHURCH MEMBER/SCHOOL
PARENT GATHERING

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER
16" @ 7:300m

All parents who have children enrolled in St. Jehn’
Lutheran School and are members of St. Johns or
planning on joining St. Johns this fall are reqedst
to meet with Pastor Lohmeyer and the Board of
Elders on Wednesday Septembel" tginning at
7:30 at the school. A wide variety of topics v
discussed, including strengthening the relationship
between church and school, expectations and
spiritual concerns. If parents cannot attend, trey
asked to please contact the Church Office — 718-
761-1600 - to arrange a meeting time at a latter
date.
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Inquirers Class — September™26

Pastor Lohmeyer will be hosting and
teaching the fall Inquiries Class on
September ZBat the church. The Inquirers
Class is an opportunity to learn more about
the teachings of the Lutheran Church, and an
opportunity for those who are Lutherans to
refresh their knowledge of Lutheran
doctrines. The class will begin at 8:30 A.M.
and conclude at around 3:00 P.M.
Refreshments, lunch, and materials will be
provided. If baby sitting is needed, please
contact the church office. This class
prepares non-Lutherans for membership at
St. John’s and Adult Baptism if needed.
There is no obligation to join St. John’s
upon completion of the class.

For more information please contact
Pastor Lohmeyer at the Church Office —
718-761-1600.

24
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2009
216 Jewett Avenue
(at Catherine Court, one block north of Post Av.)
9:30
Worship Service
11:00
Block Party
All are invited!
Bring your family,

friends, and neighbors!
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| am happy to fficially announce the arrival of
Rev. Isaac Omaano-Gyampadu, one of our
Senior Pastors who was second to our sister
Church in the United States several years ago.

Rev. Omaano-Gyampadu has completed his
assignment in the U.S. and has come back to
continue his ministry with the E.L.C.G.

Currently he is teaching at the E.L.C. G.
Seminary and we hope that by July 2009 he
will have a full Station where he would be
carrying our Word and Sacrament.

Rev. Omaano-Gyampadu started his ministry
in Takoradi severl years ago and after serving
many years there he was send to Day Star
University in Kenya to study for his first degree
which he successfully completed and returned
to Ghana.

Whilst in Kenya he contacted a gentleman in
Uganda by the name of David Natema and
discussed with him the possibility of opening a
Lutheran church in Uganda. After a survey
done by the Reverend and myself two workers-
Rev. Gyampadu and Evangelist John Donkoh-
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were sent to Uganda to begin the new work in
Uganda.

The Rev. was recalled from Uganda to begin
the African Immigrant Ministry in the U.S., to be
precise, in Staten Island, New York. This
ministry was well accepted by the people. As a
result of that he was sent to Fort Wayne,
Indiana, to take courses at the Concordia
Theological Seminary.

Whilst in Indiana, the District President asked
for his services to begin in the African
Immigrant ~ Ministry ~ which  was  also
accomplished.  After several years in the
ministry he was also sent to Northern lllinois
District in the U.S. to continue the African
Immigrant Ministry where he opened several
Congregations. He earnestly worked so hard
to open more Congregations in the Chicago
areas. Now, his contract has come to an end
for Rev. Gyampadu to come back home. He
has acquired such a good leadership and
managerial skills which will certainly, enhance
the growth of the Church at large.

His stay in the U.S. was secondment. He did
not resign for E.L.C.G. He has therefore come
back as a full member of Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ghana in good standing.

Since his return, he has been teaching at the
seminary and stays with the students, eats with
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them, sleeps at the same dormitory with them.
In fact, it is so difficult to differentiate him from
the students. He is willing to assist the Church
in Ghana. Currently, he is assisting also the
ministry at St. Paul's Lutheran Congregation,
Kanda-Accra.

We pray and hope that all workers church
members will continue to cooperate with him
and pray for him to enable him continue to offer
his services to Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Ghana and the Lutheran Church all over the
world.

God Richly bless you all.
In Christ,

Rt. Rev. Dr. Paul Kofi Fynn
President
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663 Manor Road
SAVE THE DATE

PLAN ON A GREAT

EVENING OF FUN

5:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m.

Music by
Bernie’s Orchestra

With Bavarian Dancers
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German Dinner Buffet

Tickets are on salel!!!l
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ACOLYTES

9:30 A.M.

6 Fiona Gannon
13 Rachel Johannesson

5:00 P.M.
19/20 J. Hart
26/27 P. Hart

8:00 A.M.
open
open

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

9:30 A.M.

6 Charles Small
13  Henry Alvestad

5:00 P.M.
19/20
26/27
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8:00 A.M.
W. Francis
B. Mohlenhoff

10:45 A.M.
F. Gannon
R. Johannesson

10:45 A M.

Wm. Heming, Jr.

C. Small

LECTORS

9:30 A.M.
6 Janis
Szoke
13  Kathy
Neos
5:00 P.M. 8:00 A.M. 10:45 A.M.
19/20 P. Long D.
Wurdeman
26/27 B. Mohlenhoff B. Pfaff
ASSISTING MINISTERS
9:30 A.M.
6 Bruce Mohlenhoff
13 Walter Francis
5:00 P.M. 8:00 A.M 10:45 A.M.
19/20 B. Mohlenhoff D. Wurdeman
26/27 W. Francis Wm. Heming, Sr.
GREETERS
9:30
A.M.

6 Barbara & Kenny Birstler
13  Jeanette Anderson

5:00 P.M. 8:00 A.M. 10:45 A.M.
19/20 1. Olsen D. Fiore E. Webb
26/27 |. Olsen A. Sellenthin F. Karl
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19/20

26/27
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USHERS
9:30 A.M.
6 Bill Mohlenhoff
Ron Graboski

13  Fred Bock
Mildred Wangler

5:00 P.M. 8:00 A.M.

J.Selletti D. Fiore
D. Decker

Les Szoke
Jerry Valles

Pearl Williams
Joe Selletti

10:45 A.M.
R. Graboski  N. Abugel
L. Szoke R. Abugel

J.Selletti A. Sellenthin B. Mohlenhoff P. Williams

J. Valles

M. Wangler  D. Winter

SAVE THE DATE

10/2/2009

Tickets go on sale August 6, 2009
Complete German Dinner Buffet.
Entertainment

Doors Open @ 5:30PM dinner
served @ 6:30PM

Beer & Wine Available
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