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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim
the Gospel among all people in order to
form and nurture loving communities
which confess by word and deed that
Jesus is Lord and Savior
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Our Partnership
July & August 2009

“Again Priorities”

“And it is my prayer that your love may abound
more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, so that you may approve what is
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day
of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousneskait
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise
of God.” Philippians 1:9-11

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran
Church and School,

Greetings in the name of our Triune God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit!

Yes, it is true — | did write last month abou
priorities in this newsletter article. That's the
reason | titled this months (July & August) “Again
Priorities.” As you read along this month, | beke
you’ll understand why | titled this note the way |
did.

It no secret and perhaps no surprise to you
then, that Christians are a shrinking group in many
parts of the world. Why many people express a
belief in God or god, the fact remains that our
Churches are often declining rather than growing.
Our nation is no longer seen as a Christian nation,
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but rather as a nation which has many different
religious groups, many who are not Christian. In
many cases the non-Christian groups are growing
and attracting people, while the Christian is
declining. Where churches use to be full, now they
are barely hanging on.

Engage a group of people into a discussion of
the “why” and you are likely to hear many
opinions. These opinions will include, lack of &m
boring worship, boring sermons which fail to
connect, infighting within a congregation, lack of
planning, disillusioned with leadership,
disagreement with doctrine and many more. While
I’'m sure all of these have some merit, it is als@t
that all these reasons always prove to be symptoms
for a much deeper and serious problem. When
Christians become less and less involved in worship
and congregational life, it becomes important to
think about what is going on spiritually within
them. As noted last month, Jesus said, “I am the
vine and you are the branches, apart from me you
can do nothing.” Discontentment and drifting away
represents a spiritual matter and not something
else. Above all it represents a lack of spiritual
formation.

St. Paul is addressing spiritual formation or
spiritual growth in our text above. Low spiritugli
levels are one of the chief reasons congregations
find themselves lacking serious growth. Here Paul
prays (and it is my prayer for you as well) that we
might grow in love, knowledge and discernment.
The love that Paul is thinking about is the love
found only in Christ Jesus. It is sacrificial lotreat
concerned about each other. Along with love he
prays for growth in knowledge. In other words a
deeper understanding of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
3

Christ, so that our faith in Him might grow stronge
and therefore our response to His lover become
more constant. When we grow in knowledge and
love of and for Him, then we will practice God
pleasing discernment. That means doing the right —
the God pleasing things will become a natural
response.

All this means that we as Christians should be
defined by what we love and not by what we hate.
Spiritual formation means that we will not only &v
being in God’s house for worship and involved in
the study of His Word, it means that there is a
continuous change for the better happening in our
lives and we focus on doing God’s will. It will
mean that we will be “engaging the world with the
Gospel of hope” and become a growing
congregation.

Summer time provides us with opportunity to
regroup as our routines change and we spend more
time on vacation, at the ballpark, in the garden a
just gathering outside on the deck or patio. dt®
a good time to reevaluate how well we are doing in
the area of spiritual formation. My prayer for yisu
the same as St. Paul’s prayer above. And yetat is
priority, if we are going to be a viable parish on
Staten Island, impacting the lives of those around
us.

Have a wonderful summer surrounded with
God's love and grace!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer
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July & August 2009

More on Stewardship............

Once again the summer months are upon us.
The children are off from school, families go on
vacation, and sometimes we all try to re-charge
our batteries. Changing the pace is a healthy
thing to do sometimes. However, doing church
work never seems to slow down. There are
still jobs to be done, responsibilities to be met,
bills to pay. In our up bringing some of us were
taught to pay our tithes and offerings before
going on a summer rest or vacation. Most
people don’t think this way even though they
know the financial struggle the church is
usually in. A reminder, my friends....Jesus
NEVER goes on vacation.

Thanks be to God for the many blessings He
has showered upon us, especially those things
we are not even aware of. We take other
things for granted, like His giving us life itself,
and out of great love for us, free will. He could
have made us robots, or any other way He
wished. We take for granted at times, that we
move and have our being by His grace. He
also wants us to be good stewards of
EVERYTHING in life. All these things should
be kept in the fore front of our thinking.

| once knew a woman with ten children whose
husband, although willing and able to work, did
not have a job every day. Consequently
money was sometimes more difficult to come
by. If a person happens to visit at dinner time
she always made room. She always gave her
children a few pennies to put on the Sunday
School plate teaching them that the needs of
the Lord came first. She would give her car
fare to a neighbor with less, then she would
walk. Her sacrifices were endless, helping
hundreds of people. She somehow managed
to find the time for her church bake sales and
rummage sales and other activities. In her
church fund raisers she would find a few
dollars to give. Everyday, wherever she went
she carried in her heart the motto, DO FOR
OTHERS.

A wonderful Christian lady, who has gone to
her eternal rest with our Lord and all the saints
called before her, who set an example for
many in practicing stewardship.

May God grant you safety and health this
summer and that you will be mindful of your
stewardship obligations.

Amen

The Stewardship Committee




John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg (1746-1807)

- Lutheran and Anglican clergymarGeneral in the
Continental Army- Member of Virginia House of Burgesses
- Member of the Pennsylvania Assembliieutenant
Governor of PennsylvaniaMember of both the U.S. House
and Senate

(A Dbiographer writes) In the middle of January dfet
memorable year of 1776, either on the fourteenthther
twenty-first day of the month, he bade farewellptdpit and
flock and entered the arena of military activifyhe historian,
George Bancroft, describes the act in the followimgrds:
“The command of another regiment was given to tathéran
minister, Peter Muhlenberg, who left the pulpiféom out of
his several congregations one of the most perfaitalions in
the army.”

The poet, Thomas Buchanan Read, tells the staiyiof
heroic deed in these beautiful lines..The pastor rose: the
prayer was strong; The psalm was warrior Davidiggsd he
text, a few short words of might- “The Lord of h®shall arm
the right.” He spoke of wrongs too long enduretis&rred
rights to be secured; Then from his patriot tongiutame,
The startling words of Freedom came.

The stirring sentences he spake, Compelled the teeglow
and quake, And, rising on his theme’s broad wingg A

grasping in his nervous hand, The imaginary bdtsnd, In
face of death he dared to fling, Defiance to artiking.

Even as he spoke, his frame, renewed, In eloquance
attitude, Rose, as it seemed, a shoulder highemn $tvept his
kindling glance of fire, From startled pew to bfdass choir,

When suddenly his mantle wide, His hands impafieng
aside, And, lo! he met their wondering eyes, Comapie all a
warrior’'s guise.

A moment there was awful pause, -When Berkley ¢ried
“Cease, traitor! cease!, God’s temple is the haig®ace.!”

The other shouted, “Nay, not so, When God is with o
righteous cause; His holiest places then are dlissemples

are our forts and towers, That frown upon the tyfae: In
this the dawn of Freedom'’s day, There is a timiggtat and

pray!”

And now before the open door-The warrior priest betered
so-The enlisting trumpet’s sudden roar, Rang thindhg
chapel, o’er and o’er, It's long reverberating bj&wo loud
and clear, it seemed the ear, Of dusty death mais¢ &nd
hear. And there the startling drum and fife, Fitleel living
with fiercer life; While overhead with wild increas
Forgetting its ancient toll of peace,

The great bell swung as ne’er before; It seemetivesuld
never cease, And every word its ardor flung, Fréhit®
jubilant iron tongue, Was , “War!, War!, War!”

“Who dare”- this was the patriot’s cry, As stridifrgm the
desk he came-“Come out with me in Freedom’s namoeher
to live, for her to die?” A hundred hands flungreply, A

hundred voices answered “I"!

...When he passed away his children reverently l&@dobdy
beside that of his father in the God’s acre of gheyustus
Church at the Trappe (Pennsylvania)...His own State
(Virginia) chose him as one of the two distinguidhudtizens
whose statue might be placed in the Capital of \iMagbn. In

this stature he is represented in the act of rewgahis
colonel’s uniform from under his clerical robe.

The German Society of Philadelphia...on October 61019
unveiled a ...statue on the south plaza of the call bf
Philadelphia...(It depicts) the scene that took platethe
Lutheran Church at Woodstock, Virginia, when after
pronouncing the benediction, he threw aside hasicdl robe
and stood before the large congregation in fulldigols
uniform, uttering the famous sentence, “There tigne for all
things, a time to preach and a time to fight, anévns the
time to fight.” The members of the congregatioa springing
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from their seats in wild, patriotic enthusiasm,deao follow
their pastor from the church to the battlefield.

Hope you are all enjoying your summer. Don't
forget to practice some reading, writing and math t
keep you brain functioning.
Remember to attend church services during the
summer months. Come back well rested.

New Direction Services
We are collecting food for New Direction Services,
a food pantry located at 1027 Post Avenue, at the
church and at the school. Nonperishable items July
& August be left in the basement at the churchnor i
the breezeway at the school. In particular, they
request the following items: condensed/evaporated
milk, pasta, sauces (such as tomato sauce), rice,
condiments like salad dressings, cereal, and juices
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Happy Birthday Happy Anniversar vy

1 Jason Bock 7 Walter & Etta-Lee Heiman
Kay Hart
Mildred Wangler

8 Robert Browne

9 Tina Ferrugiaro

19 Dorothy Mohlenhoff
20 Arlene Sellenthin
24 Ray Mullick

25 Bill Heming, Sr.

29 Ronald Graboski
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2 Eric T. Hansen 22 Holly & Richard Olivieri

Joan Graboski 24 Walter & Cathy Francis
7 Etta-Lee Heiman
8 Cassie Smith
10 Fiona Gannon

Kayleigh Peters
14 Henry Alvestad
20 Krista Johnesson
26 Kenneth Birstler
31 Barbara Percoco

Giving Page May & June 2009

BaSter.. . e $3,347
Expansion Fund (year to date).......... $1,005
Ash Wednesday(year to date)......... $ 485
Love(yearto date)...........cecvvvvvvnnn o $ 2,067
May 2009.......coiiii $11,141
June 1-15,2009.........ccccviiiiiiiiininn $4,666
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St. John’s Lutheran Children’s Choir
From left to right: Chelsea, Joseph, Frankie,
Andrew, Hope and Skye
Katrina was not present for the photo op
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Dearest Friends in Christ Jesus,

If you were unable to attend this year's school
spring concert, then you missed out on a wonderful
evening. Congratulations to our young musicians
and school chorus, everyone did a great job. | doul
like to give a special thank you to the chorus that
directed, they worked very hard and did such an
outstanding job. I'm very proud of all of you. Iy

of the children enjoy singing, they may also jdie t
children’s church choir that sings throughout the
year from September - May.

Both choirs are off for the summer but will begin
again in September. The adult choir will begin
again on Tuesday September 15, 2009 at 8 p.m. at
the church. The children’s choir will begin agaim o
Saturday September 19, 2009 at 4 p.m. at the
church. Once again | am encouraging children and
adults to join both choirs. Reading music is not
necessary. Adults meet at the church Tuesday
evenings from 8:00 p.m. - 9:.00 p.m. and the
children on Saturdays from 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Even if you can't make a full commitment, please
come out and practice with us when you can, even
if it's just for special holidays. Don't let this
precious gift of music, and this rich tradition end
because of lack of participation.
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| am also recruiting 6-8 adults, (including high
school students) to start a handbell choir. Practic
would be one hour prior to one of the other two
choir rehearsals. Members would choose which one
better suites them. Once again, reading musictis no
necessary.

If you have any questions about the choirs or
auction, you may reach me at (917) 696-5227.

In Christ
Tommy Sax
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Congratulations to Daniel Wuerdeman on
completing the academic requirements for
the Deaconate of the Atlantic District of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. He is one
of seventeen Atlantic District students to
graduate. The graduation service was held

on June B at the District Convention. We
wish Dan God'’s blessing as he continues to
serve the Lord.
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Follow the extraordinary journey of Mary and
Joseph and witness the miraculous BIRTH OF
JESUS, The SAVIOR

Date: November 14, 2009-Motor Coach will leave
the school at 8:30 AM to see the show “The Miracle
of Christmas” at 1:00PM. After the show you will
enjoy dinner at a local restaurant. This is an OPE
trip, 1% come, 1'seated. The price includes
Transportation, The Show, Dinner and all taxes and
tips. The price is $125.00 per person, per adult.
Children 4-12 years $60.00each, per child.

A payment plan is available:
$40.00 per person on or before June 21, 2009
$40.00 per person on or before July 21, 2009
$45.00 per person due September 14, 2009

Make check payable to: St. John’s Lutheran
Mail to: Ken Birstler, 21 Amelia Court, Staten
Island, NY 10310

For reservations, or questions please contact Ken
Birstler at (718) 273-0991
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Ms. Elsa Webb would like ttrhank” the
committee and church members for all their
help and support during the Flea Market-
Block Sale.
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During the months of July & August
The church office hours are as follows
Monday-Thursday

8:30 AM — 1:30 PM
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ITEMS THAT CAM BE DOMATED T (4T

¥+ CLOTHING - WOMEN
BLOLISES TACKETS GLOVES
COATS SEIRTS HATS
DRESSES SLACKES MITTENS
ROUSECOATS SWEATERS SCARNES
GOWHE (EVENTNG, BRIDAL)  T-SEIRTE BOCKS ( ifnew)
HIGHTRIWHNE, ROBES EWIMWEAR
UMDERWEAR — I tiew or slroost new
EXERCISE CLOTHESG

- MEN'S

COATS JACEETS GLOVES
BATHROBES SHIRTS HATS
MECKTIES SWEATERS MITTENS
{SOCKS, If new) TROVSERS SCARVES
TTHNIERWEAR = if new o7 neerdy new
BATHROBES, WARM-LP CLOTHING

ALL OF THE ABOVE APPLIES TO CHILDREN OF ALL AGES

BELTS EHOES & BOOTS GLOVES
HANDBAGE SNEAKERS HATS
HOUSESLITTERS MITTENS SCARVES

P LINENS OF ALL KINDS - 1,

HED LINENS HAPEINS
BEDSFREADS PLACEMATS
CURTAING TARLECLOTHS
DOHLIES
DRAPES

W-SEWING SUPHLIES OF ALL EINDS
BUTTONE THREAD
FABRIC ZIFFERS
LaCE AN KIND OF TRIM

ANVTHING AT ALL RELATED TO SEWING

B CARROT BE ACCEPTEDSHIPPED
TOYS - BECALSE (OF THE FROBLEM WITH 50 MANY TOYS BEING
BIADE [N CHINA AND SOLD [N THE U.S., WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE
TO SHIF THEM PRIMARELY FOR SAFETY REASONE,

8" Grade
Graduating Class
2009
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