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The Vine 
January 2009 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 

form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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Our Partnership 
January 2009  
 

 
A Commitment to Jesus  
 
“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15b  
 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8  
 
Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran Church and School,  
 
      The passing for one year to the next always brings with it a certain amount of 
uncertainty.  On the one hand we may be glad that 2008 is over and yet on the other 
hand we may well be concerned about what 2009 will bring.  Will 2009 be a good year 
for me?  Will it bring happiness or grief?  Only time will tell.  
 
      As we conclude 2008 there are many concerns which trouble many of you.  The 
financial picture seems at best uncertain and perhaps even bleak.  With daily headlines 
and talk of “bailouts” and “buyouts” we understand why people are nervous about what 
2009 will bring.  When terms such like “down turn” and “pink slips” are a part of normal 
conversation, we begin to understand that the future may bring us some difficult times.  
  
 
      Where should we turn to for security in 2009?  That’s much like the question that 
Joshua asked of the Children of Israel just before his death.  Joshua took over 
leadership of the Children of Israel when Moses died.  He brought them over the Jordan 
River and into the Promised Land.  He led the fight against their enemies.  Now his work 
as their leader was finished.  He reminds them that they have choices to make.  They 
can choose to follow and place their trust in the one. True God who brought them over 
the Jordan and into the Promised Land, or they can follow the heathen gods that 
surrounded them.  They could remain faithful to the Almighty who brought them out of 
Egypt or they could worship the lifeless gods of the Amorites and others.  
 
      History records what many did and the results.  Many chose to forsake the One who 
brought them out of Egypt and gave them their new Promised Land.  Latter on in their 
history, they would be defeated, divided and removed from their Promise Land.  Placing 
their trust in lifeless idols, - forsaking and not worshiping the one and only true and 
Triune God led to their destruction as a nation.  
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      The choices we make in life can result in either having a positive or negative effect 
upon our lives.  They can “make or break” us so to speak as far as our physical, 
emotional and spiritual well being is concern.  What we do in 2009 can greatly 
determined what kind of a year 2009 will be for us.  
 
      The Children of Israel were punished severely by God, yet He did not forsake them.  
As we have just heard again during this wonderful time of the year, God did send a 
Savior as promised.  While they loss their status as God’s chosen people, He kept His 
promise and sent Jesus to save them from their and our sins.  God’s promises are sure 
and He is faithful.  He is, “the same yesterday, today and forever.”    
 
      As you begin a new year, I suggest you consider making it a year to commit to 
Jesus, whose promises are sure.  He is the “author and perfecter of our faith” the One 
we can truly trust to bring us through 2009.  As we saw in 2008, there are many 
unstable things in our world – in fact the whole is unstable.  There is only one thing 
which will stand the test of time – Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  The advise of the 
writer of Proverbs is still sound and relevant; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
do not lean on your own understanding.” (Prov. 3:5)  
 
      As you travel through 2009, renew that trust regularly through Word and Sacrament.  
Commit you life to Jesus, and your 2009 will truly be a blessed year.  
 
In Christ,  
  
  
 
Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor  
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January 2009 
  Another year is upon us.  Having just celebrated the birth of our Savior, Jesus the 
author and perfecter of our faith, we now move into the manifestation of Christ, that is, 
Epiphany.   
 
It is also a time when we start the New year’s resolutions we have made.  How many 
have already been broken?  When I noticed all the boxes of envelopes that have not yet 
been picked up, it makes me wonder. 
 
The Old Testament prophet, Malachi, writes that the Lord commands us to bring the 
whole tithe into the store house that there may be food in His house.  In our case, He is 
referring to St. John’s Lutheran Church.  How can this be done if people don’t even pick 
up their envelopes? 
 
If we truly desire to be good stewards we must understand that we are stewards of ALL  
God’s blessings.  We manage our lives and every resource we have been given by our 
Creator, all for the furtherance of His Kingdom. 
 
Good stewards find the time to give of themselves.  Good stewards find the way to give 
of their many talents for everyone’s benefit. 
 
How many of you attended the service of “Lessons & Carols”? With all of the wonderful 
hymns and words of the service.  The Choir Director added a children’s choir, further 
enhancing the service.  It was a wonderful example of the giving of time and the use of 
talent. 
 
Finally, even though our country is in an economic recession, good stewards will find 
the way and the means to support our church laden with financial concerns. 
 
A Lutheran Pastor once said “In our culture today, it is so easy to become consumers 
rather than givers…not only consumers of money but of ALL  life’s resources.  
Stewardship is ALL  that I do after I say I believe”. 
 
May God grant us a healthy New year and that our congregation may rise to new levels 
of stewardship. 
 
The Stewardship Committee 
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 Happy Birthday           Happy Anniversary 
 

5 Beverly Heming    23 Sharon & Steven Adamo 
Brigitte Hermann  

                   Susan Owen                                                   28 Dorothy & Ferdinand Fiore 
8      Rita Maone 

13 Dianne Reich 
18          Kim Peters 

 
 

Giving Page November & December 2008 
Expansion Fund (year to date)…………………… .………......$2,118          
Hunger(year to date)………………………………………….….$60 
Lent………………………………………………………………….$ 2,610       
November 2008……………………………………………… …....$11,747 
December 1-14,  2008………………….………….………… …...$9,508 
Special Contribution………………………………………………$1,000  
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

�����������	
��

�����������������������  

·  1 Holy Name of Jesus 
·  6 Epiphany of our Lord 

·  10 Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, 379; Gregory of 
Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, c. 389; Gregory, Bishop of 

Nyssa, c. 385 (Commemoration) 
·  18 Confession of Saint Peter 

·  20 Sarah, matriarch (Commemoration) 
·  24 Saint Timothy, pastor (Lesser Festival) 

o Saint Titus, pastor (Lesser Festival) 
o John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 407 

(Commemoration) 
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God Bless the Family of: 
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Benefit Gasoline Raffle  
 

ONE YEAR’S WORTH OF FREE GASOLINE  
 

Winner will receive 60 gallons of regular gasoline per month for one year. 
Gasoline cards from a major retailer (e.g. Exxon/Mobil, Shell, Getty) will be 

mailed to the winner each month.  
Tickets $5 each; books of 10 available for $50  

Drawing January 22, 2009 at the school -  winner need not be present.  
All proceeds benefit St. John’s Lutheran School.  

Tickets available from any officer, Board member or school parent.  Or, send the 
attachment below with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran School to:    

 
St. John’s Lutheran School – Attn: Gas Raffle 

 
663 Manor Road 

 
Staten Island,  NY  10314  

 
Name________________________________________  

 
Address______________________________________  

 
Phone________________________________________  

 
# tickets ___________ @ $5 each  

 
Total enclosed _______________ 
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