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MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 

form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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Our Partnership 
July & August 2008 

 July, 2008 
 

True Independence 
“The God, who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time.”  Thomas Jefferson 
 
“Man is really free only in God, the source of his freedom.” Sherwood Eddy 
 
“Freedom of religion, freedom of the press, and freedom of person under the protection of the 
habeas corpus, these are the principles that guided our steps through an age of revolution and 
reformation.”  Thomas Jefferson 
 
“The Bible is the cornerstone of liberty.”  Thomas Jefferson 
 
“Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet anchor of your liberties; write its precepts on your heart and 
practice them in your lives.  To the influence of this Book we are indebted for the progress made, 
and to this we must look as our guide in the future.”  Ulysses S. Grant 
 
“So Jesus said…If you abide in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31). 
 
“For freedom, Christ has set us free…” (Gal 5:1). 
 
Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran Church and School, 
 
 Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior who sets us free forever! 
 July has an important holiday for us Americans – the 4th of July or Independence Day.  
As a veteran and former Drill Instructor in the U.S. Army, this holiday not only holds special 
memories for me, but also serves as a special reminder of my responsibilities as a citizen of our 
great nation.  While sometimes during an election year, I get tired of all the mud slinging and TV 
commercials for various politicians, I also am reminded that I as an American have the special 
privilege of voting in every election, and my vote has an impact upon the future of my nation and 
the future of my independence.  For Christians, the fourth of July provides us with an 
opportunity to give God thanks for our freedom – our independence which we have and enjoy as 
citizens of the U.S.A. 
 
 As the authors above noted, some who were founders of our nation , the freedoms which 
we enjoy are rooted in our faith in God and Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Noah Webster said 
that; “The moral principles and precepts contained in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all 
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our civil constitutions and laws.”  While Jesus was not addressing our freedom as citizens of this 
land when He said that; “The truth will set us free…” it certainly is at the heart of all true 
freedom.   
 
 What was the truth that Jesus was making reference to when He spoke these words to the 
Jews who had fallen away?  It was the truth of himself who is the Light of the world and the 
source of all truth.  It is the truth of knowing who Jesus Christ is.  These Jews as do many today 
had rejected Jesus as the promised Messiah.  Rather they claimed that Christ was doing the 
things He was doing, through the power of the devil.  By claiming that Jesus had a demon, they 
were rejecting not only Jesus and His work, but also Him as the Son of God and a member of the 
Godhead.  That rejection was not only blasphemy; it also effectively was keeping them from the 
freedom found only in Christ Jesus.  While they claimed that they were independent and were 
not slaves to anyone, the truth was that they were being held captive by the sin and unbelief as 
well as the Roman government.  Because of their rejection, they were doomed to eternal 
damnation and encumbered with their sin and guilt. 
 
 What they were missing was the freeing power of the truth of Jesus, whose suffering and 
death of the cross along with His glorious resurrection.  By their rejection of Jesus, they were 
missing out on the truth of God’s love and forgiveness in Christ Jesus, and therefore were slaves 
to sin and unbelief.     
 
 For those who know Jesus as their Lord and Savior, true freedom has been given for they 
have been set free from sin and guilt.  The truth which Jesus speaks of is the truth that He is the 
long promised Messiah and the Savior of the world.  St. Paul in Galatians chapter five reminds 
us that we have been “called to freedom” (verse 13) yet that freedom does not allow us to do 
what we want, but rather we are to use our freedom from sin to serve God and neighbor.  It is the 
Holy Spirit, who helps us live a life of freedom in and through Christ Jesus.  Paul says; “If we 
live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”   
 
 As you think about freedom during this July 4th holiday, I hope it also reminds you of the 
freedom you have through faith in Christ Jesus.  I urge you to use that freedom in a God pleasing 
way.  Use it to worship during these hot summer days and to serve you neighbor who is in need.   
 
 Have a blessed summer and enjoy your freedom as a citizen of heaven and of this great 
land. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer 
 

 
August 11th  
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July & August 2008 
This season we are combining the summer months into one issue for our newsletter.  It 
does not mean, however, that our Stewardship endeavors are lessened or altered in 
any way. 
 
We are reminded that this great country of ours enjoys the highest standard of living in 
the world.  We have better housing, more cars, appliances and other luxuries that are 
far beyond those of other people.  People who visit us are astonished with the 
abundance of our possessions.  
 
Our, duty as Stewards is to correlate our material wealth with spiritual opportunity that 
is, to use God’s gifts to further His glory.  It’s right at this juncture , however, that we 
start to go off on a tangent.  We say “my power and my might has gotten me all this 
wealth”.  But the Christian Steward knows that God gives us everything…our health and 
our wealth and the good days.  We, who know this, return to God some measure of all 
these gifts to spread the Good News of His love to the entire world. 
 
Our need of a higher standard of GIVING can never be fully realized until we 
acknowledge our obligations to our Creator.  Only when we realize that we are stewards 
of the good things of life and NOT owners, can we share as good stewards.  Our time, 
our talents and our treasure are a trust.  Therefore a percentage should be WILLINGLY  
returned to God for His purposes. 
 
At this writing we still do not have a voting slate completed.  We are thankful, however 
that the Treasurer’s position has been filled.  There is much more to be done in so far 
as getting qualified people to work in our vineyard at St. John’s.  There is also the 
ongoing need to pay our bills and to over come the effects of the worship attendance 
during these summer months.  As we have heard before…when we give our time and 
our talents we are directly involved in our Church’s mission.  When we give of our 
wealth, we support the mission for which we are called. 
 
May God grant you safety and health this summer, and that you will be mindful of your 
stewardship obligations. 
 
The Stewardship Committee 
 

 
August 11th  
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From Our Church Fathers 

King Gustav II Adolf , (9 December 1594 – 6 November 1632 (O.S.)[1] or Gustav II Adolphus, 
widely known by the Latinized name Gustavus Adolphus and variously in historical writings sometimes as simply 
just Gustavus, or Gustavus the Great, or Gustav Adolf the Great, (Swedish: Gustav Adolf den store, from the 
special distinction passed by the Swedish Parliament in 1634), was founder of the Swedish Empire (or 
Stormaktstiden — "the era of great power") at the beginning of what is widely regarded as the Golden Age of 
Sweden. 
 
Out of the heroic struggles of the Thirty Years’ War, which saved for the world the fruit of the 
sixteenth century Reformation, there stands forth one gigantic son of the Vikings, the noble 
Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden.  His name is inseparably linked with one of the really great 
hymns of the Church-a hymn which was born in the midst of the conflict and is especially 
expressive of the faith and heroism which characterizes all true believers in the midst of trials 
and dangers: 

 O little flock, fear not the foe 
Who madly seeks your overthrow; 
    Dread not his rage and pow’r. 

And though your courage sometimes faints, 
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints 

    Lasts but a little hour. 
 

 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs 
To Him who can avenge your wrongs; 

    Leave it to Him, our Lord. 
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes, 

His Gideon shall for you arise, 
    Uphold you and His Word. 

 
 As true as God’s own Word is true, 

Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew 
    Against us shall prevail. 

Their might? A joke, a mere facade! 
God is with us and we with God— 

    Our vict’ry cannot fail. 
 

 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer; 
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare, 

    Fight for us once again! 
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise 

A mighty chorus to Thy praise 
    Forevermore. Amen. 
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The hymn was written to commemorate the victory of the Protestant armies under Gustavus 
Adolphus on the field of Leipzig, September 17, 1631.  The authorship is somewhat uncertain.  It 
is popularly ascribed to King Gustavus Adolphus himself.,  There are good authorities who say 
that his chaplain, Jacob Fabricius, was the real author.  Still others, and with the weight of 
evidence in their favor, say that the author was Johann Michael Altenberg (1584-1630), a 
Lutheran pastor, who was compelled to flee from his home during the Thirty Years’ War.  While 
at Erfurt he wrote this hymn to celebrate the victory of the Swedish king and his army over 
Roman Catholic forces at Leipzig.  Gustavus Adolphus, the Swedish king and commander, was 
so taken with it that he used it constantly and ordered it to be sung before every battle thereafter.  
This accounts for the title (Gustavus Adolphus’ Battle Song) and the accredited authorship.  He 
made it his own……. 
 
We are told that on the morning of November 16, 1632 King Adolphus’ forces engaged 
Wallenstein’s army in the decisive battle of Lutzen.  Early in the morning the king summoned 
his court preacher, Fabricius, and directed him to hold a service prayer for the whole army.  
While a thick mist still covered the field the king’s battle hymn was sung.  Gustavus then gave 
the watchword for the fight-“God with us”-rode before the army to encourage is soldiers and 
commanded that as the troops advanced the trumpets should play “Ein Feste Burg” and Es well 
uns Gott gnadig sein.”  The battle was fiercely fought, the king falling, but victory came and 
evangelical liberty was assured and sealed by the blood of the martyred Swedish King. 
 
Favorite Hymns: Stories of the Origin, Authorship and Use of Hymns , We Love 
by: William Lee Hunton, 1917  
 

 
August 11th 
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Hope you are all enjoying the summer months. Before you know it school will be starting again!Hope you are all enjoying the summer months. Before you know it school will be starting again!Hope you are all enjoying the summer months. Before you know it school will be starting again!Hope you are all enjoying the summer months. Before you know it school will be starting again!    

Hallways are being swept; floors polished; windows cleaned. Teachers are preparing the room for their "new" students and Hallways are being swept; floors polished; windows cleaned. Teachers are preparing the room for their "new" students and Hallways are being swept; floors polished; windows cleaned. Teachers are preparing the room for their "new" students and Hallways are being swept; floors polished; windows cleaned. Teachers are preparing the room for their "new" students and 
"new" teachers are becoming familiar wit"new" teachers are becoming familiar wit"new" teachers are becoming familiar wit"new" teachers are becoming familiar with their surroundings. New technology has been added and different programs are being h their surroundings. New technology has been added and different programs are being h their surroundings. New technology has been added and different programs are being h their surroundings. New technology has been added and different programs are being 

studied. Change is in the air!studied. Change is in the air!studied. Change is in the air!studied. Change is in the air!    
Have fun and rest; opening day is September 3rd !!!Have fun and rest; opening day is September 3rd !!!Have fun and rest; opening day is September 3rd !!!Have fun and rest; opening day is September 3rd !!!    

                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Mrs. PalisayMrs. PalisayMrs. PalisayMrs. Palisay    

 
 

 
New Direction Services  We are collecting food for New Direction Services, a food pantry 
located at 1027 Post Avenue, at the church and at the school.  Nonperishable items may be left in 
the basement at the church or in the breezeway at the school.  In particular, they request the 
following items:  meats (Spam, corned beef, Vienna sausage), condensed/evaporated milk, pasta, 
sauces (such as tomato sauce), and rice. 
 

 
I would like to thank the members of St. John’s Chu rch & School who offered up 

their prayers on my behalf.  I am sure they were an swered, because of the 
favorable outcome.  I am overwhelmed with gratitude . 

God Bless You All, 
Ron Graboski 

**************************************************************************************************** 
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         July 2008     August 2008 
 

        Happy Birthday      Happy Birthday 
1 Jason Bock     1 Nancy Ventron 
 Kay Hart      2 Eric T. Hansen 
 Mildred Wangler      Joan Graboski 
8 Robert Browne     7 Etta-Lee Heiman 
9 Tina Ferrugiaro     8 Cassie Smith 
19 Dorothy Mohlenhoff    10 Fiona Gannon 
21 Arlene Sellenthin      Kayleigh Peters 
24 Ray Mullick     14 Henry Alvestad 
26 Bill Heming, Sr.     20 Krista Johanesson 
29 Ron Graboski     26 Kenneth Birstler 
 Nicole Emanuele     31 Barbara Percoco 
        Happy Anniversary          Happy Anniversar y 
7 Walter & Etta-Lee Heiman                                     22 Holly & Richard Olivieri 
       24 Walter & Cathy Francis 

Giving Page for May 2008 & June 2008 
Expansion Fund……………………………………….……… .....$     152 
In Loving Memory of Edward Ferenczy……………………….$     230 
May 2008 Gross Plate Offerings…… ……..….…………......…$14,631 
June1 st through June 9 th.…………..……………………….......$   5,426   
 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Saints and Church Dates in July 2008  
6- Isaiah, prophet 
16-Ruth, matriarch 

22-Saint Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
25-Saint James the Elder, Apostle 

28-Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schutz, George Frederick Handel, musicians 
29-Mary, Martha and Lazarus of Bethany 
30-Robert Barnes, confessor and martyr 

31-Joseph of Arimathea 

 

Saints and Church Dates in August 2008  
3-Joanna, Mary & Salome, myrrh-bearing women 

6-Trnasfiguration of Our Lord 
10-Lawrence, deacon 

15-Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
16-Isaac, patriarch 

17-Johann Gerhard, theologian 
27-Monica, mother of Augustine 

29-The Martrdom of St. John the Baptist 
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God Bless the Family of: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The July & August Vine 2008 
The Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

Divine Service:  
Saturday:  5:00 PM at the Church 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:45 AM at the Church 
Family Education Hour:  9:15 AM at the Church 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Church:  

216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post) 
Staten Island, NY  10302 (no mail) 

Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com  
School & Church Office 

663 Manor Road, Staten Island, NY  10314 
School Email: schooloffice@stjohnslutheransi.org 

Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org 
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VBS – July 14-18 
 

At the church 
 

Our Theme – “Walk’n with Jesus” 
 

Music 
 

Food 
 

Games 
 

Lessons 
 

Crafts 
 

Much More!!!! 
 

Helpers are still needed.  If you can help please contact 
the Church Office or Pastor Lohmeyer 

 
Donations of snacks (Cookies, Pretzels etc and Juice 
Boxes and Bottled Water) needed.  Bring them to the 

Church Office anytime soon! 
Register your children, friends, and neighborhood 

children soon.                                                   
Use the registration Form in this Newsletter Today 
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Vacation Bible School update! 
 

Walk’n With Jesus 

 
When?                                                      

 July 14th-18th 

What time? 

 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

Where? 

St. John’s Lutheran Church (216 Jewett Avenue) 

Why?   
To Discover the truth about Jesus! 
There will be a special closing service and luncheon on  
Friday following regular the VBS time. 
 
We are still looking for: 

☺ Arts & Craft instructor & assistants 
☺ Students grade 6 & up to serve as teacher & activity assistants 
☺ Teachers for Bible Stories 
☺ Assistants for Coordinator 
☺ Anything else you might like to do..… 

 
Student and/or Volunteer Return form to Church Office 

ADULTS!!!  New to the Christian faith or want to learn more about Lutherans?  Inquirer’s 
classes happening during VBS time. 

(Please return to Church Office) 
———————————————————————————————– 
 
Name:          
 
Grade currently in:     
 
Evening phone number:        
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The following student’s made their confirmation on  
May 18, 2008: 

 
Steven J. Morris 

Jamie Lynn O’Hare 
Danielle Nicole Cannon 
Kayleigh Hope Peters 

Mariel Anne Mitkowski 
David A. Vasquez 

 
 
 

The Graduating Class of 2008 
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Natan Sharansky argued that Western democracies could not compromise on their defining 
values in an article printed in yesterday's Wall Street Journal. The democracies must never 
give up their national identities in favor of the generic approach popular in the postmodern 
world. In that generic approach to national identity, the democracies of the European Union 
are now turning a blind eye to the application of Islamic cultural norms in favor of "underage 
marriage, genital mutilation, and honor killings." The vapidity of European culture is inviting 
these Islamic incursions. Mr. Sharansky suggested that Western democracies will begin to take 
their national and democratic identities much more seriously as they see their unique and 
genuinely free ways of life threatened by their own weakness ()*����������� ���	
�
���
���������������������#)  WSJ [16 June 2008]: A15). 
Perhaps the Christian churches should also pay attention to Mr. Sharansky's warning. Many 
churches have been giving up the church's core values in favor of the values of the world that 
surround them. It was certainly thought that the church could invite many more people into 
its community if it showed some openness to the world's views. Most American denominations 
are headed down a path that has shown more of that "openness." On one extreme, churches 
have attempted to placate the world's fleshly ways by encouraging and blessing immoral 
sexual relations; as though the freedom given in Christ is really about sexual liberation. Other 
churches, while attempting to hold the line on moral issues, have soft-pedaled doctrinal 
distinctives such as the doctrine of the holy Trinity, original sin, repentance, the divinity of 
Christ, real presence in the holy communion, or the doctrine of justification by faith. As much 
as we might deplore the openness to immorality in the sexually promiscuous churches, a far 
worse problem is the rejection of basic Christian theology. Such "openness" to the world 
implies being closed to God (Jam 4:4). The churches cannot make a stand in the world and in 
the truth at the same time. 
The core of Mr. Sharansky's advice is that we should be who we are. Go figure! While he 
elegantly makes the case for this in the political realm, the churches have much greater 
reason to pay attention to this truism. Often churches are madly running after the latest mass 
marketing fad, seeking to increase market share, and trying to "reach people where they are." 
The bottom line of this pandering is that the churches are giving up the very teachings that 
make them the church of Christ. The modern churches are not seeking to raise people to a 
relationship with God through Christ the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
but are falling into the very mire from which the Lord Jesus wants the church to rescue the 
fallen and depraved. The churches are seeking to avoid offending the bent moral, political, 
and theological sensibilities of the world. Every compromise with the world is enmity with 
God. The churches can't compromise on core values, or the churches will cease to be the 
church. 
 

�
�
�
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�
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"Since we preach the Word of God, we staunchly maintain that God has called us. These two 
facts are entirely logical: that those who preach the Word of God must necessarily be sent by 
God; and, conversely, that those who are sent by God cannot proclaim anything but the Word 
of God. It is impossible to derive the Word of God from reason; it must be given from above. 
Verily, we do not preach the human wisdom of philosophers, jurists, medics, or of any other 
profession. To be sure, we are conversant with the arts of poets, philosophers, and jurists; 
yet we do not preach about them. We are also acquainted with all the doctrines of the 
papacy and of the monks. Still we proclaim nothing that was born of our reason. 
"A different dominion was assigned to reason, namely, over the fish, the birds, and the 
beasts, as we see in Gen. 1 and 2. Whatever you may do in that sphere is agreeable to me. I 
stand ready to appoint you and reason to be rulers and regents. I will let you decree, if you 
deem it proper, that an acre of ground be appraised at four guldens and that a bushel of grain 
be priced at so and so much. I am ready to yield you the privilege of fixing the price for a 
house or for clothing. Reason holds sway in all law books, in all arts and trades, in laws, in 
courts of justice, etc. Into these areas we do not trespass with our sermons. All this properly 
belongs in the realm of reason; jurists must reign over cities and country and people. 
"On the other hand, neither reason nor cows nor fields know a bit about this: that God is 
Creator of heaven and earth; or that from eternity God begot His only Son; or, that the Holy 
Spirit is the third Person of the Godhead; that God's Son became man; or that the Christian 
Church believes in the forgiveness of sins. Therefore the proclamation of Christ's Gospel had 
to convey this to us, and the apostles were commanded to proclaim it. The apostles 
transmitted it to us, and thus it will continue until the end of the world. Of those who preach 
this message it is said that they are sent by God." 
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John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people 
were coming and being baptized (for John had not yet been put in prison). Now a discussion 
arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. And they came to John 
and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness- 
look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him." 
John answered, "A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 
You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before 
him.' The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now 
complete. He must increase, but I must decrease." 
He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks 
in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. He bears witness to what he has 
seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. Whoever receives his testimony sets his 
seal to this, that God is true. For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives 
the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God remains on him. (ESV) 
 
 

 
As part of the Lutheran Womens Missionary League Triune
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July 2008 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sa turday 

  1 
10:00A Mary/Martha 

2 
 
 
 
Pastor Vacation 
Until 6/9/08 

3 
  

4 

 

5 
  

6 
 9:30A Divine Service 
 

7 8 
10:00A Mary/Martha 
 

9 10 11 12 
  

13 
  9:30A Divine Service 
 
 

14 
  
 
 
 
VBS 9:00-11:30 @ 
Church  

15 
10:00A Mary/Martha 
 
 
 
VBS 9:00-11:30 @ 
Church  

16 
 
 
 
VBS 9:00-11:30 @ 
Church  

17 
 
 
 
VBS 9:00-11:30 @ 
Church  

18 
 
 
 
VBS 9:00-11:30 @ 
Church  

19 
  

20 
  
9:30A Divine Service 
 

21 22 
10:00A Mary/Martha 

23 24 25 26 
  

27 
  9:30A Divine Service 
 

28 29 
10:00A Mary/Martha 

30 31 

 

 



 18

August 2008 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sa turday 
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   1 2 

3 
9:30A Divine Service 

4 5 
10A Mary/Martha 

6 7 8 9 

10 
9:30A Divine Service 

11 12 
10A Mary/Martha 

13 14 15 16 

17 
9:30A Divine Service 

18 19 
10A Mary/Martha 
 

20 21 22 23 

24                     
 
9:30A Divine Service 
 

25 26 
10A Mary/Martha 

27 28 29 30 

31 
9:30A Divine Service 
 

      


