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MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 

form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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Our Partnership 
May 2008 

 

“A Word on Vision” 
 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) 
 
“Jesus, Savior, pilot me 
Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
Unknown waves before me roll, 
Hiding rock and treacherous shoal; 
Chart and compass come from Thee: 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me.”  LSB #715 
 
“Authentic Christianity is composed of non-negotiated followers who are   
progressively moving towards Christ and who understand all of life and this entire world in the 
context of His teaching and His truth.”  Joseph M. Stowell – “Following Christ” 1996 
 
Dear Members and Friends of St. Jon’s Lutheran Church and School, 
 
 If you attended the Voter’s Meeting with Dr. Benke and other district staff, you heard 
much discussion about the need for St. John’s Lutheran to plan for the future.  Some have told 
me that we didn’t accomplish or solve anything at that meeting.  I suppose in the narrow sense  
that is correct, however, I pray that it was the end of undesirable thinking and actions and the 
beginning of a new era at St. John’s Lutheran. 
 
 To move us into a new era, Dr. Benke stressed that several things must happen if we are 
going to continue to become a revitalized parish.  One of those items is that need for planning.  
I’m of the belief, that there must be a “vision” for the future, before we can begin to plan.  While 
St. John’s does have a “mission statement” it does not have a “vision” statement.   
 
 Just what is a “vision statement?”  Noted author and president of the Barna Research 
Group says it is “….a clear mental image of a preferable future imparted by God to His chosen 
servants.  It is based upon an accurate understanding of God, yourself, and your circumstances.  
It is practical, realistic and action-oriented.  It is the specific steps you must take to fulfill God’s 
broader mission for your ministry.” 
 
 So what’s the difference between a “mission statement” and a “vision statement” you 
ask?  A “mission statement” is a definition of the key ministry objectives of the church.  A 
“vision statement” on the other hand, is a clarification of the specific direction and actives the 
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church will pursue toward making a true ministry impact.  A “mission statement” is a broad, 
general statement about who you want to reach and what the church hopes to accomplish.  A 
vision is specific, detailed, customized, distinctive, and unique to a given church.  One might say 
that a “vision statement” puts “feet’ on the “mission statement”, detailing how the church will 
influence the world in which it will minister.  While a “mission statement” tends to philosophic 
in nature, the “vision statement” is strategic in character. 
 
 How you ever wondered or thought about what St. John’s vision is?  I believe that now is 
the time to consider this topic.  I would be interested in hearing your thoughts on this topic.  By 
the end of summer, we are asked to have made considerable progress in our efforts to plan for 
the future.  You may Email your thoughts to me or “snail- mail” will work too. 
 
 In addition to planning for the future direction of our congregation and school, 
streamlining our way of governance was noted by Dr. Benke as something which needs to be a 
priority for our parish.  The time has come for our parish to streamline our way of doing our 
congregation’s business.  We live in world where technology has speeded up the way we 
communicate, make decisions and conduct business.  As a congregation, we need to adjust our 
methods of doing our business, so that we can function in an efficient and effective way.   
 
 I understand, that whenever there are changes there is always mistrust and suspicion.  I 
call upon you to trust those members and leaders who are working hard to bring about needed 
changes.  Please keep this effort and all our efforts to revitalize our parish in your prayers.  
Include also your leaders who are working to make St. John’s Lutheran a dynamic parish – a 
parish that seeks to reach the unchurched and unsaved.   
 
 If we as a congregation, work towards a common goal, place our trust in God and the 
guiding of the Holy Spirit, empower and trust our leaders to lead us in this process, we indeed 
with the Lord’s blessings will be a parish that is growing and alive.  As we then think about, pray 
and prepare for the future, may God bless our efforts. 
 
In Christ Our Risen and Ascended Lord, 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 12 th 
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May 2008 
Soon we will be meeting to work on a slate to get ready for the election of 2008-2009.  
There will be numerous openings in both Boards and Committees.  Those that come to 
mind are: President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Social Ministries Chairman. 
 
It is a time of opportunity for Christian Stewards to work as investments of God.  In all 
aspects of life the Christian Steward cheerfully performs the work our Creator has 
planned for His people.  We needn’t dwell on our responsibility, for Scripture clearly 
states the command to take care of creation and also the command to love one another. 
 
It is time to start LIVING as Christian Stewards, giving our time and our talents for God’s 
work on earth. 
 
We have heard “I haven’t the time.”  That may be valid but is it sincere?  Do you 
honestly feel that people who are helping necessarily have more time to give than those 
who aren’t?  If you do, maybe you don’t know your fellow parishioners very well.  We 
are all busy and most everybody is tired at the end of the day.  Perhaps looking into 
time management would be meaningful.  Surely you must have some time each week 
on each month to devote to a needed church activity.  The actual work you do for the 
church might not be especially important in itself, but to you, personally, it can mean a 
great deal.  It indicates how much of yourself you are willing to offer as a co-worker of 
Christ.  The time to start is NOW.  St. Paul said “while we have time, let us do good to 
all men…..” 
 
Let us all be good stewards at St. John’s, doing and saying and thanking and giving of 
ourselves for the common good of the congregation.  Let us truly work as instruments of 
God. In His name. Amen 
 
The Stewardship Committee 
    
 

 
May 12th 
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 Saint Irenaeus (Greek: ��������	 ), (b. 2nd century; d. c 200) was bishop of Lugdunum in Gaul, now 
Lyons, France. He was an early church father and apologist, and his writings were formative in the early 
development of Christian theology. He was a disciple of Polycarp of Smyrna, who was said to be a disciple of John 
the Evangelist. 

 

 

The Gospels could not possibly be either more or less in number than they are.  
Since there are four zones of the world in which we live, and four principal winds, 
while the Church is spread over all the earth, and the pillar and foundation of the 
Church of the gospel, and the Spirit of life, it fittingly has four pillars, every where 
breathing out incorrption and revivifying mortals.  From this it is clear the Word, 
the maker of all things, He who sits upon the cherubim and sustains all things, 
being manisfested amoung us gave to us the gospel, fourfold in form but held 
together by one Spirit.  As David said, when asking for His coming “O sitter upon 
the cherubim, show yourself.” (Ps. 80:1) For the cheribum have four faces, and 
their faces of images of the activity of the Son of God.  For the first living creature, 
it (Rev. 4) says, was like a lion, signifying His active and princely and royal 
character; the second was like an ox, showing His sacrificial and preistly order; the 
third had a human face, indicating very clearly His coming in human guise; and the 
fourth was like a flying eagle, making plain the giving of the Spirit who broods 
over the Church.  Now the Gospels, in which Christ is enthroned, are like these. 
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May 12 th 
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Fingerprint Flowers 

·   
This darling craft makes a wonderful keepsake. Perfect for Mother’s Day, 

Grandparent’s Day or just to usher in spring.   

��������	

����
��

·  Construction paper  
·  Acrylic paint  
·  Green chenille stems  
·  Scissors  
·  White craft glue 

����������������

1. Cut out simple flower shapes from construction paper.  
2. Dip child’s finger into acrylic paint and dab off excess, then press onto each petal. Dab a 

contrasting color into the center of  the flower.   
3. Cut chenille stem in half.  
4. Glue chenille stem to the back of the flower.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

PTL 
As you may be aware, the current PTL’s term will be coming to an end in June 

2008 and all of the following  positions are still available: 
President 

Vice President 
Treasurer 

Recording/Corresponding Secretary 
If you are interested in any of these positions please contact the school 
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MAY  BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
        Happy Birthday      Happy Anniversary 
5 Joe Selletti     6 Tony & Nancy Ventrone 
7 John Heintz III     10 Robert & Rhoda Browne 
9 Carol Gencarello    15 Mark & Darlene Hewitt 
12 Richard Lohmeyer    30 Paul & Kate DeFazio 
16 Rhoda Browne 
18 Alicica Olivieri 
20 Sharon Adamo 
21  Lisa Riccardi 
30  Barbara J. Birstler 
     
 

Giving Page for March  2008 & April 2008 
 

Expansion Fund……………………………………….…….… ....$182 
Bible Society………………………………………………………$130 
Easter………..……………………………………………………...$3,273  
Lenten Offering……………………………………………………$325 
Maundy Thursday………………………………………………...$223 
Good Friday………….………………… ………………………….$1,1,196 
Special Contribution (Non-Member)…………………………..$85 
Hunger………………………………………………………………$20  
In Loving Memory of Doreen K. Birstler………………………$565  
March 2008 Gross Plate Offerings…… ……….……………….$19,112.70   
April 1 st through 19.. th.…………………………………………....$8,418.51    
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

������������	
��	����������������������	
��	����������������������	
��	����������������������	
��	����������
�� 
��
��
��� ���������������� �� �   

��������	
��������
����������������������� � ������������ ������
����
�
���������������������������
��������

����
��������� ��
����!����"��
�����#$#� � ���%�������� ��
����!�������������

&�'���
��(
�)���*��������������������������&� ���+���� ����������������+��������!�,�����##$�

��'��
���(*��
��)������
�������������������� � ���+��
� ����������(
�

$������'-�)-�)���
�������������
����.��������$� ��� �
 ����
����.�����$#��

#��/
��0�����������!��������+��1�2��
�



 9

�  

The Auction Was Fifties Fabulous 
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 10

 
          NON-PROFIT ORG 
          US POSTAGE PAID 
          SI NY  10314 
          PERMIT NO. 144 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church      
 663 Manor Road 
 Staten Island, NY  10314 
 (Return Service Requested) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God Bless the Family of: 
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The Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran c hurch & School 

 
Divine Service:  

Tuesday: 7:30 PM at the Church 
Saturday:  5:00 PM at the Church 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:45 AM at the church 
Family Education Hour:  9:15 AM at the church 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Church:  
216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post) 

Staten Island, NY  10302 (no mail) 
Email: stjohnslutheranchurchoffice@gmail.com  

 
School & Church Office 

663 Manor Road, Staten Island, NY  10314 
School Email: schooloffice@stjohnslutheransi.org  

Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org 
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As a first timer at the auction, I was very excited to be there.  There were linen table cloths, 
stainless utensils and a very professional staff serving dinner and cleaning up. 
 
If you have never been to an auction, it was a sight to be seen…the Pastor was a natural at being 
the auctioneer.  He really got the crowd going and kept them going all night long.  It seemed that 
when he was about to say “SOLD” on many occasions someone stepped up and bided more and 
more, that’s what makes for entertainment as well as a good fundraiser. 
 
The food was hot and delicious and plenty for all.  The servers were very professional and 
courteous.   
 
The bartender (Ed Salvatore) got to know his customers and that was refreshing (pun intended).   
 
The gym was decorated with pink and white drapes across the top.  There were blow up juke 
boxes that added to that 50’s feel. 
 
The tables for the silent and live auction were displayed beautifully.  The auction committee 
worked extremely hard and long and it showed. 
 
The bubble gum blowing contest and the hula-hoop contest added fun and spontaneity to the 
evening, and everyone seemed to enjoy it.  
 
There were door prizes given out through the evening, which was fun to watch, when you 
realized you were the winner.  That also gave the Pastor a minute to breathe, before he started 
auctioneering again. 
 
The center pieces for the tables were old fashioned pastries, ie.,  ho-ho’s, devil dog, cupcakes, 
Twinkies and more.  That was just another added touch that made you feel that the committee 
went out of their way to ensure a good time by all. 
 
The Doo-Wop band sang their hearts out and they were fabulous.  They sang to Judy to celebrate 
her birthday. 
 
 

As part of the Lutheran Womens Missionary League Triune
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May 2008 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sa turday 

 
May is national 
hamburger month 

Can you name what 
other foods are 
named national  for 
the month of May? 
Besides the 
hamburger there are 
8 others……  

  1 
9:00A School Chapel 
9:30ABreakfast Bible 
7:00P Ascension 
Worship 
7:30P Ladies Guild 
The Ascension of Our 
Lord 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
Athanasius, Bishop of 
Alexandria 

3 
5:00P Divine Service 

4 
8:00A Divine Service 
9:15A SS & BS 
10:45A Divine Service 
12:15-2:30P Victorian 
Tea Party at church 
 
 
Friedrich Wyneken, 
pastor 

5 
CINCO DE MAYO 
 
 
 
Frederick the Wise, 
ruler 

6 
9:30 A PTL Exec. Bd. 
Meeting 
10:00A Mary/Martha 
3:15-5:15 After School 
Art Program 
7:30 P School Bd. 
Meeting 
7:30 P PTL Meeting 
8:00P Adult Choir 

7 
 
 
 
 
Carl F.W. Walther, 
pastor, theologian 

8 
9:30ABreakfast Bible 
Study 

9 
Mother’s Day Plant 
Sale, during school 
hours 

10 
5:00P Divine Service 
 
6:15P Confirmation 
Dinner & Questioning 

11 
8:00A Divine Service 
9:15A SS & BS 
10:45A Divine Service 
 
Mother’s Day 

12 
7:00P VBS Planning at 
Church 

13 
10:00A Mary/Martha 
3:15-5:15 After School 
Art Program 
8:00P Adult Choir 
Interim reports 

14 15 
9:30ABreakfast Bible 
Study 

16 17 
5:00P Divine Service 

18 
8:00A Divine Service 
9:15A SS & BS 
10:45A Divine Service 
10:45A  

19 20 
10:00A Mary/Martha 
8:00P Adult Choir 
 
 

HALF DAY (1/2) 

21 
 
 
 
Helen, mother of 
Constantine 

22 
9:30ABreakfast Bible 
Study 

23 
There is NO SCHOOL 
(Snow Day)  

24 
5:00P Divine Service 

25 
8:00A Divine Service 
9:15A SS & BS 
10:45A Divine Service 
Bede, theologian 

26 
NO SCHOOL 
MEMORIAL DAY 

27 
10:00A Mary/Martha 
3:15-5:15 After School 
Art Program 
8:00P Adult Choir 

28 29 
9:30ABreakfast Bible 
Study 

30 31 
5:00P Divine Service 
 
 
The Visitation of May 
to Elizabeth 


