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The Vine 
April 2008 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 

form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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Our Partnership 
April 2008 

“A New Beginning” 
 
“This is the end – for me the beginning of life”  Dietrich Bonhoeffer just before his execution 
 
“But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified.  He is not here, for he has risen as he said.  Come; see the place where he lay.  Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you 
to Galilee; there you will see him.’”  Mathew 28:5-7 
 
Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran Church and School, 
 
 A headstone inscription in Mount Olivet Cemetery at Hannibal, Missouri, records this 
grim fact: 
 

Leaves have their time in Fall 
And flowers to wither at the north wind’s breath; 

And stars to set, but all – 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O Death. 

 
 Another headstone records this expression of faith: 
 

And when thou art refreshed in death, 
Christ will give thee back thy breath. 

 
 It was in the tomb in “Joseph’s lovely garden” that our dead and buried Lord was given 
back His breath.  On Easter morning the angel’s message was clear.  Christ Jesus is alive and it’s 
a new beginning for all who believe. 
 
 But is there proof that Jesus is alive?  Is there any evidence?  For starters, remember that 
his body was never found.  If there was a body, his enemies would most certainly have found it 
and displayed it as proof that the disciples were mistaken.  And then remember the large number 
of people who saw him alive following Easter morning.  St. Paul writing in the great resurrection 
chapter – 1 Corinthians 15 – list this large number of witnesses by name and states than on one 
occasion more than 500 saw Jesus.  Paul adds – this is about twenty years after the resurrection – 
that most of them were still alive.  If they were still alive, then certainly there was plenty of 
opportunities for them to be questioned as to what they saw.  Have no doubt – Christ Jesus rose 
from the dead and is now alive and living for you. 
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 But who is this new beginning for and where does it begin?  Well it begins with Christ 
who rose from the dead.  Christ was victorious over death and the grave and so St. Paul reminds 
us that “…so also in Christ shall all be made alive.”  In Romans chapter six Paul tells us that; 
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his.”  So for all who are baptized in the name of the Triune God, the old sinful past is buried 
– put away forever – and a new beginning begins.  And our new beginning places us within the 
kingdom of God, where we receive God’s blessings of forgiveness, life and eternal life. 
 
 That new beginning means for all who believe in Christ, the full life now and yet a new 
beginning when we leave this earth.  Death for those who believe in the risen Christ, is the start 
of a new beginning.  Christ’s resurrection means not only that our Lord is with us now, but goes 
with us into the future – beyond the grave – into eternity.  So we confess in the words of the 
creed; “I believe in the resurrection of the dead” believing that even though we die, we shall live.   
 
 Yes indeed, Christ’s resurrection announces a new beginning for all who believe.  
Celebrate that new beginning, by serving your Lord and neighbor.  His life is you life.  His 
breath is your breath.  His new beginning is your new beginning.  Christ is risen!! 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There was a misprint:  The Deadline for the Newslet ter is April 14 th 
not May 12th 

 
      April 14th 
 



 4

 
April 2008 

Because Easter was so early this year, the earliest calendar date in 90 years, it may 
seem to some people that we can put it quickly behind us.  That is not what GOD wants 
us to do. 
 
During the Lenten season our thoughts were once again turned to the true meaning of 
giving, as exemplified by our Savior hanging on the cross.  God’s gift to mankind was 
great.  How can we give back even a small fraction of what he has given to us?  He 
does not expect us to match the generosity or sacrifice of His gift.  That would be 
impossible.  But God does want us to learn about the true nature of giving.  God gave 
us His only son whom He greatly loved.  True giving involves sacrifice.  It is nothing for 
a person of great wealth to give a large sum of money, but for a person a limited means, 
God may better cherish the meager gift of a poor individual.  Each of us should strive to 
become more Godlike in our giving.  Not merely during Lent when things are fresher on 
our minds, but rather on a continuous basis. 
 
A story was told of and old time feast in a certain village where everyone agreed to 
bring a bottle of his best wine and pour it into a huge cask.  As it turned out one man 
reasoned that if he filled his bottle with water, no one would take notice.  When the feast 
commenced and the cask was tapped, they discovered it was entirely filled with water.  
Everyone in the village reasoned that the little bit of his bottle of water wouldn’t be 
noticed. 
 
At St. John’s, the sacrifice of everyone’s gifts count.  Because the need is great, your 
gift WILL be missed as we continue in our great struggle to carry on our church 
programs and the budget demands of our mission. 
 
Many people try to just get by in their giving.  When we give less than giving in 
proportion to our income, (a stewardship principle) we are doing a job with the wrong 
tools.  Give God what is due out of a heart of love.  Give based on an honest and 
reasonable appraisal of your income.  See if the “right tool” doesn’t work better that just 
another “old wrench” 
 
In His name. Amen 
 
The Stewardship Committee 
 
 

 
May 12th 
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Saint John Chrysostom (c.347– c.407, Greek: �������  �  �	
���
���� , Latin: Ioannes Chrysostomos), archbishop 
of Constantinople, was an important early father of the church. He is known for his eloquence in preaching and 
public speaking, his denunciation of abuse of authority by both ecclesiastical and political leaders, the Liturgy of St. 
John Chrysostom, and his ascetic sensibilities. After his death (or, according to some sources, during his life) he 
was given the Greek surname chrysostomos, meaning "golden mouthed", rendered in English as Chrysostom.[2][1]  

 

If any person is devout and loves God, let him come 
to this radiant feast. 

If any person is a wise follower, let him enter 
into the joy of his Lord, rejoicing. 

If any have fasted long, let him now receive refreshment. 
If any have labored from the first hour, let him today 

receive his just reward. 
If any came at the third hour, let him keep the feast 

with thankfulness. 
If any arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no 

misgivings for he shall not be deprived. 
If any delayed to the ninth hour, let him draw near, 

fearing nothing. 
If any have waited even until the eleventh hour, 

let him not be alarmed at this tardiness. 
For the Lord will accept the last even as the first. 

Therefore, all of you, enter into the joy of your Lord. 
Rich and poor together, hold high festival. 

Diligent and heedless, honor this day. 
Both you who have fasted, and you who did not fast,  

rejoice together today. 
The table is full; all of you, feast sumptuously. 
The calf is fatted; let no one go away hungry. 

Enjoy the feast of faith; receive the riches of God’s mercy. 
Let no one bewail his poverty, for the fullness 

of the kingdom revealed. 
Let no one weep for his iniquities, for forgiveness 

shines forth from the grave. 
Let no one fear death, for the savior’s death has set us free. 

He who was held prisoner by death has annihilated it. 
By descending into death, he made death captive. 
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He angered it when it tasted of his flesh. 
Isaiah saw this, and he cried: 

Death was angered when it encountered you  
in the lower regions. 

It was angered, for it was defeated. 
It was angered, for it was mocked. 

It was angered, for it was abolished. 
It was angered, for it was overthrown. 

It was angered, for it was bound in chains. 
It received a body and it met God face to face. 

It took earth and encountered heaven. 
It took that which is seen and fell upon the unseen. 

O Death, where is your sting? 
O Grave, where is your victory? 

Christ is risen and you are overthrown. 
Christ is risen and the devils have fallen. 

Christ is risen and the angles rejoice. 
Christ is risen and life reigns. 

Christ is risen and not one dead remains in the grave. 
 

For Christ, being risen form the dead, is become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep, 
and to him glory and honor even to eternity. 

AMEN. 
 

�
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May 12th 
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About Being Lutheran . . .  

Liturgical Colors 

Q: Why are the colors of the cloths on the altar and p ulpit changed for different 
seasons and festivals? 

A:  The use of varying colors to symbolize the different seasons and festivals of the Church year for 
vestments and other liturgical objects is first found in Church orders at Jerusalem in the 12th Century. In 
recent times, a standard use in the Western Church has been established. The modern liturgical colors 
are: 

BLUE. This color is symbolic of hope and is the preferred color for Advent. Also associated with Mary, the 
Mother of our Lord, blue may be used as an alternate color on the festivals of the Presentation, 
Annunciation, Visitation, and St. Mary (Rose also may be used for these festivals.) 

WHITE. Symbolic of victory, joy and purity this color is used for the seasons of Christmas, Epiphany, and 
Easter; all feasts of our Lord; for Trinity Sunday; for all feasts of Mary, of the angels, and of all saints who 
were not martyrs; and (on our calendar) of the Presentation of the Augsburg Confession. Gold, the 
symbol of glory, is the preferred color for Easter. 

BLACK. The symbol of humiliation and mourning is prescribed only for Ash Wednesday, or another day 
of penitence and mourning. If Communion is celebrated, or distributed from the reserved Sacrament, on 
Good Friday, black paraments and vestments may be used. 

PURPLE. This color is symbolic both of penitence and royalty. It is used throughout Lent, on Holy 
Saturday, and is the alternate color for Advent. Rose may be used on the third Sunday of Advent, the 
fourth Sunday of Lent, and as an alternate for the feasts of Mary. 

RED. This color symbolizes both blood and the fire of the Holy Spirit. It is used on Pentecost, Reformation 
(and all other festivals of the Church), and for the festivals of saints who were martyrs. Scarlet, a deeper 
shade of red, may be used throughout Holy Week. 

GREEN. This is the, so-called, neutral color. Symbolic of growth, it is used for the time after Pentecost 
and after the Epiphany. 
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Lutheran Schools Week was an absolute blast! Our Alumni were very informative with their personal 
stories about their St. John's Lutheran School experiences. Thank you: Mrs. Hart, Mrs Langer, Ms. Bock, 
and Mr. Cannon. We also learned about different jobs and professions on Career Day. Thanks to Mrs. 
Mostovy, Mr Davy, Mr. Morrissey, and Mr. Sax. You all entertained  and enlightened us. 
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We shared our "author" program with the two other Lutheran Schools. Herman Parish related stories 
about his aunt and also about how he began to write the Amelia Bedilia books. Even the SI Advance 
covered this event. Friday brought the District Attorney, Dan Donovan to the school. He filled our heads 
with civil duties, political dealings, and stories about his job on Staten Island. In the end he gave us a "no 
written homework" three day weekend. April brings us the Father/Daughter Experience. Plans are a little 
different then just an ordinary dance. Bowling is scheduled for April 18 th. Our BIG trip is April 25 th. The 
school will be visiting the Liberty Science Center. It should be a great day!!! New after school programs 
are scheduled for April including a softball clinic and a theater group. 
That enough for now. Stay tuned for more at a later date. 
                                                      

��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������

 
New Sunday Morning Bible Study 

“Friendship Ablaze!” 
Starts March 30th 

 
Beginning March 30th Pastor Lohmeyer will be leading a new Bible Study during the Family Educational Hour titled 
“Friendship Ablaze!” in the church sanctuary.  This five part Bible Study will help participants develop skills for 
connecting friends to Jesus and how to use these tools in everyday situations and conversations.  The class begins at 
9:15 and everyone is welcome to attend.  
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The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank all who participated in this Easter’s food distribution to twenty 
eight families in need of assistance.  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

SUNRISE LUTHERAN CAMP 
The 2008 camp season is coming upon us sooner than you think.  There are applications and brochures in the church 
office.  You may also call the camp itself if you so desire, (518) 494-2620. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Oktoberfest Planning Meeting-April 21st 
There will be a Oktoberfest Planning Meeting on Monday, April, 21st, at 7:00PM at the church.  Everyone interested 
in helping with Oktoberfest 2008 are urged to attend this meeting.  All new thoughts and ideas will be considered at 
this meeting.  See you there! 
�
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        Happy Birthday     Happy Anniversary 
3 Rachel Johanesson   4 Kenny & B.J. Birstler 
5 Robert Holls 
7 David Vasquez, Jr. 
8 William Heming III 
13  Kristen Bock 
16  William Mohlenhoff 
17 Barbara Pfaff 
20 Judy Lohmeyer 
21 Richard Szoke 
24 Anthony Ventrone 
28 Donna D’Adamo 
29 Bruce Mohlenhoff 
 
 

Giving Page for February  2008 & March 2008 
 

Expansion Fund……………………………………….…….… ....$266 
Lutheran Hour……………………………………………………..$124 
Lenten Offering……………………………………………………$2301 
Ash Wednesday…………………………………………………...$552 
Valparaiso University…………………………………………….$13 
Special Contribution (Non-Member)…………………………..$500  
Initial…………………………………………………………………$5  
Love………………………………………………………………….$169 
February 2008 Gross Plate Offerings……..….… …………….$12,119  
March 1 st through 17 th…………………………………………....$9,543   
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

������������	
��	����������������������	
��	����������������������	
��	����������������������	
��	����������� ���
�
����
����
����
���� ���������������� �� �  ����

6-Albrecht Durer 1528, Lucas Cranch, 1553 artists 
Michelangelo, artist 

20-Johannes Bugenhagen, pastor 1558 
21-Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, theologian, 1109 

23-Toyohiko Kagawa, renwer of society, 1960 
24-Johann Walter, musician, 1570 

25-Saint Mark, evangalist 
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I think this simple little craft turned out very cute!  
Thanks to Sally, one of the viewers, for 
suggesting/requesting it.  

In Germany and Austria, it’s customary to 
celebrate Easter by hanging hollow eggs from the 
branches of trees -- hollowing out real eggs is a 
bit much for the preschool set, but this craft is a 
great substitute!  

The craft is simple enough for young kids to 
contribute (especially if you make it for the 
bulletin board) but still fun for even mom to make! 

 

There are a number of variations on this craft 
depending on which templates you print and how 
messy you want to get.  You can either: 
    

1. Decorate a "homemade" trunk (to make 
the trunk, trace your child's arm from the 
elbow up, including the fingers) 
   

2. print the Trunk and the Leaves and paste 
them together. 
    

3. make an extra-large bulletin board sized 
project with each child contributing one 
egg for the class tree.  This is likely the 
best option for younger kids as they'll have 
an easier time decorating/designing their 
egg.  

 
Handprint  

Trunk option  
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Items to be Auctioned: 
 

·  7 Day Ocean Landing Resort in Coco Beach, Florida 
·   

·  Weekend for Four in Cleveland Ohio: this includes breakfast 
and tickets to the Rock “N” Roll Hall of Fame 

·   
·  Suite Box Tickets at the Staten Island Yankees with $250.00 towards food 

·  Gucci Accessories 
·   

·  One Week Stay in West Virginia (Pastor & Judy’s House) 
·   

·  One Week stay in Hunter Mountain Vicinity (The Chierchio’s)  
·   

 BUT, WAIT,  AND SO MUCH MORE  
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God Bless the Family of: 
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As part of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League-Triune Zone, Elsa Webb, Triune Zone 
President, Jeanette Anderson Guild Acting President, Vera Trancone and several other members 
will be attending the LWML 2008 Convention – April 26th & 27th. 
 
Please read and donate the following.  Mark donation LWML and place items in Church Narthex 
or basement. 
Thank you. 
 

Ronald McDonald House in New Hyde Park 
 

Our Ingathering will be for the Ronald McDonald House in New Hyde Park.  This wonderful 
facility provides home-away-from-home atmosphere for seriously ill children and their families 
who must travel to area hospitals for urgently needed medical care.  Their needs are many and 
they rely on fundraisers and contributions to continue to do what they cal foal l who need this 
service.  Listed below are some items from their “Wish List”.  Prayerfully consider bringing one 
or more of the following items to the convention. 
 
Cleaning Supplies 
Windex  Ajax or Comet 
Brillo Pads  Soft Scrub with Bleach 
Laundry Detergent Dryer Sheets 
Pledge Spray 
 
Kitchen Supplies 
Stainless Steel Pots (1&2 qt)  Small Teflon Fry Pan 
Hand Dishwashing Liquid  Storage Containers (Glad) 
Storage Bags (Sandwich, quart, large) 
 
Bathroom Supplies 
Toilet Bowl Brushes 
White or Clear Shower Curtain Liners 
 
Other Items 
Postage Stamps 
“D” Batteries 
Blow Dryers 
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As part of the Lutheran Womens Missionary League Triune
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I would like to whole-heartedly extend my greatest gratitude to all of those who through Holy Week have made 
this time wonderful.  This time of year though stressful is a wondrous time in which every one involved has 
certainly blossomed with their strong inspiration and willingness to lend a helping hand. 
 
I would like to personally thank Tommy for his outstanding leadership and his ability to bring beautiful music to 
our ears.  The wonderful Choir that without a doubt sung their hearts out, giving each one of us inspiration.  The 
Acolytes and Assisting Ministers for their time, help and support through out Holy Week.  The Ladies Guild for 
Easter breakfast, with you,  no one should go hungry. 
 
God’s Richest Blessing, 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor 
�


