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MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim 
the Gospel among all people in order to 

form and nurture loving communities 
which confess by word and deed that 

Jesus is Lord and Savior 
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Our Partnership 
March 2008  

This is Love 
 

“By this we know, that he laid down his life for us…” 
 
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.   
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die – but God showed his love for us in that while we were sinners, Christ died for 
us.”  Romans 5:6-8 
 
Dear members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran Church and School, 
 
 During the month of March this year, Christians will experience a full range of emotions 
and views as they journey through the month.  We are well into the Lenten season and soon will 
find ourselves in what has been called “the most soul wrenching week” of a Christian’s life.  
Holy Week begins on an up note as Jesus rides into the City of Jerusalem to the shouts of 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”  It seems like a royal welcome, but soon the mood changes.  His 
arrest and death was only a few days away. 
 
 He of course knew what was going to happen and that’s what makes it all so amazing to 
us.  We would not willingly do it and especially for someone who had done us wrong.  Yet Jesus 
goes forwards with His Father’s plan of salvation. 
 
 We might ask why He did it.  Why did He die the worst of all deaths?  In the end there 
can be only one answer – LOVE – His love for you and me.  And so the words of the old 
spiritual express it so well: 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
 We must be honest and it is the purpose our Lenten journey lead towards being honest 
which leads us to face our sins and to see that there is no hope without Christ.  We may try to put 
off reality and try to convince ourselves that we have no need of a Savior, but the mirror of 
God’s Law quickly corrects that idea and causes us to cry out; “God be merciful to me a sinner!”  
We must admit with the hymn writer that we were sinking down and needed intervention which 
the hymn expresses: 
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When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down 
Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
 In the Gospel lesson for the second Sunday in Lent, we heard what is often called the 
Gospel in a “nutshell” – John 3:16.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not parish but have eternal life.”  As Christ’s redeeming 
work is witnessed during Holy Week and especially on Good Friday, we are moved to tears for 
we see not only how our sin caused His death on the cross, but also tears which are in response 
to His great love for us.  Then on Easter morning the tears of sorrow are replaced with tears of 
joy, for the words “He is risen!” rings aloud for all to hear.  Once more I must sing with the 
hymn writer: 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the lamb I will sing 

To God and to the lamb, Who is the great I Am, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
 May the sorrow you feel from the frown of God’s Law, be turned to joy, as you join in 
the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter and see and experience once more God’s love for you.  
Happy Easter and God’s very best to each of you! 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor 
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March 2008 
 
More on Stewardship………………………………. 
 
As this month begins, we find ourselves in the middle of Lent; a time of genuine 
repentance.  As we know, this means a time of change.  A change of heart, mind and 
life style.  Lent is also a time of preparation as we look to the joy of Easter.  It is a time 
when God renews our zeal in faith and life.  Real repentance is a time when Old 
Testament prophets, like Isaiah would say “put on sack cloth and ashes” and fall down 
on your faces, pleading for God’s forgiveness.  He referred to our sinfulness as a bunch 
of “Dirty Rags”. 
 
We are also reminded of our stewardship commitments.  Reading another Old 
Testament prophet we hear “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house.  Test me in this, say the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw 
open the gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it”, writes the prophet Malachi.  Some people are giving monies to other 
missions and charitable organizations, rather than to St. John’s.  My friends, this is 
wrong.  The mission is at St. John’s and we NEED to bring our plate offerings up to 
meet our budget requirements.  We are thankful that our Consecrated Stewardship 
program has helped to somewhat close the gap.  However, we still have a long way to 
go to meet all of our needs. 
 
The most important positions that are vacant include the office of Vice President and 
that of a qualified Treasurer. 
 
It is my prayer that during this Lenten Season we will truly repent and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit so that Satan will have no hold over us.  That the factions, divisions, 
backbiting and gossiping might disappear. 
 
When this happens we will become that Bible reading, Bible studying, Gospel outreach 
mission church that good stewards strive for. 
 
May our hopes and expectations be fulfilled both in our congregation at St. John’s as 
well as in our personal lives. 
 
Amen. 
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It is not a comfort to know that Jesus faced this laternative, that He looked at the 
possiblity of a blank beyond death? “If it were not so”. 
 
Eternal life was more indispensable to Jesus than to anyone else.  Many persons do 
not need another life; indeed, they would be at loss to know what to do with it.  If a 
man is leading an animal existence, he can hardly wish it prolonged beyond an 
animal’s term of years.  “Let us eat and drink” and tomorrow let us die, for 
everlasting ages of just eating and drinking would be an insufferable bore.  Or if a 
man fills his days with petty interests  non of which satisfy him, why should he 
want an eternity of futilities?  If he is racking his brain to devise methods of 
“killing time”, what prospect could be drearier than to be confronted with the 
problem of killing eternity?  Or if a man cherishes no higher ambition for himself 
than a successful career, and no hope for others beyond a kindly wish to see them a 
bit more comfortable, he has no need for deathless life.  He can round out any 
career which he has in mind on one generation, and can satisfy his moderate 
altuistic feelings in three score years and ten.  Immortality would be a questionable 
blessing……. 
 
But everything for which Jesus cared required life beyond death.  He spent Himself 
giving men an ideal which they could not attain within the span of earthly days; 
“Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heveanly Father is perfect”.  He had no 
illusions as to the rapidity with which men grow.  His patince was frequently taxed 
by those of whom He was most hopeful.  “Do ye not understand?”  “How long 
shall I be with you?” “Have I been so long a time with you, and dost thou not 
know?”  It were a mockery to set before us any such ideal as godlikeness, unless 
He could assure us of sufficient time in which to achieve it. 
We look out on the trees today.  There is no loack of energy in the sunligh in mid-
April, and every living tree has in it the chlorophyll which answers the descending 
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rays.  But we do not expect to see the branches covered with foliage.  This is April 
not June.  Jesus believed in the Sun of righteousness shining upon all the sons and 
daughters of men; He believed in their capacities to attain characters like their 
Father’s.  It is a sublime faith; and unless it be sheer nonsense it presuppoes time-
time far beyond earth’s fleeting years. 
 
A tree in winter with its bare branches held skyward, exposed to gales and to ice, is 
wistful.  It is claiming its kinship with the sun, and asserting its hope of the leafy 
fullness of summer.  If it have imperfections-broken limbs, a trunk which has 
decayed and been repaired-these are conspicuous.  So men appeared to the eyes of 
Jesus.  They had Godward aspirations.  The had capacities for fellowship with the 
Most High.  But their misshappen and broken souls were abtrusive.  And even 
when He brought His repair to them, as in the case of the penitent robber at His 
side on Calvary, the patchwork was noticeable.  He did not expect June in January. 
“Today”-He began to say to that penitent robber, but He said nothing about foilage 
which covers up scars and conceals distorting damage of storms-“today shalt thou 
be with Me in paradise.”  There was capacity in the thief, and the favoring sunlight 
and warmth of spring with God, and He took it for granted that there was time 
enough for that penitent bandit to become as perfect as God is perfect. “If it were 
not so,” Jesus’ whole career was a mistake.  No wonder He looked searchingly at 
this dark alternative.�
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We had loads of fun at the Mother/Son Game Night ! It seems that all our Moms are quite 
athletic! All our other activities and programs are doing great. Mrs. Englehart is busy with her 
painting group. The Lego group is building up a storm.  
Our second Town Meeting was very successful. We learned about Native Americans from the 
Fourth Graders and all about American symbols from Grade One.  The Learning- For- Life 
Coordinator came to do some science lessons for all grades in preparation for our trips to Pouch 
Camp later this spring. 
Or Valentine's Dance was terrific. Our younger group made crafts, ate pizza and dance the 
night away, while our older group danced, danced, danced !!! 
We all appreciated the Mid-Winter Vacation. A needed break for all !!!! 
March brings Lutheran Schools Week. Our schedule includes chapel with Dr. Benke; meeting a 
real live author- Herman Parrish, along with Trinity and Eltingville Schools; honoring alumni; 
having parents, grandparents, church members, and other special people speak to the students 
about their careers, and finally, appointing an Honorary Principal -For-A-Day (maybe I can take 
the day off!) . 
Food is being collected for the Pantry at St. John's Church. Any non-perishable is welcome. You 
can either drop it off at school or at church. 
The SI Yankees has a fundraising assembly on Feb. 27th. Anyone interested in purchasing 
tickets to the June 22nd game can contact the school office before March 14th. 
Students will be bowling as part of our character building Learning-For-Life Program on 
April18th . March 14th is also the day our P-T-L has a Fashion Show scheduled. Come and join 
the fun !! 
Easter will bring us another vacation. Have a Blessed Easter. 
This school year seems to be flying by. Tune in for more news next month. 
                                                                                                 Mrs. Palisay 
 

��������	��
 

Please join us during Lutheran School Week as we welcome Trinity and Eltingville schools on 
Wednesday March 5th from 9:30 -10:30.   They join us as we welcome author Mr. Herman 
Parish who has contributed 12 stories to the Amelia Bedelia series that his Aunt Peggy created 
years ago. Friday March 14th, Fashion Show, doors open at 6pm tickets are $20 for adults and 
includes a lite supper, beverages and a ticket for the door prize, $5 for children.   We look 
forward to seeing everyone there  
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March 6,2008-7:30 PM in the Church basement.  All ladies are invited to join us: 

Program: Staten Island’s City Parks   
Speaker:  Bonnie Williams 

�
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        Happy Birthday     Happy Anniversary 
2 Barbara Pfaff    2 Bill & Beverly Heming 
 Dorothy Winter    9 Henry & Emmy Alvestad 
3 Lauren Ventrone   24 Win & Dorothy Winter 
7 Kate DeFazio    28 Bill & Joan Mohlenhoff 
8 Elsa Webb 
9 Ryan Heming 
23  John Gencarello 
25  Bonnie Selletti 
26  Ann Gray 
28 Christina Emanuele 
28  Donna D’Adamo 
29  Paul DeFazio 
 Violet Hansen 
 

Giving Page for January  2008 & February 2008 
 

Expansion Fund……………………………………….…….… ....$430 
Lenten Offering……………………………………………………$925 
Valparaiso University…………………………………………….$20 
Special Contribution (Non-Member)…………………………..$1,000  
Initial…………………………………………………………………$5 
Love………………………………………………………………….$25 
January 2008 Gross Plate Offerings……..….… ……………...$13,846 
February  1 st through 11 th………………………………………..$  4106.50 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
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��	����������� ���

���	
���	
���	
���	� ���������������� �� �  ����

7 Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, 202 (Commemoration) 

10 Harriet Tubman, 1913; Sojourner Truth, 1883; renewers of society (Commemoration) 

12 Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604 (Commemoration) 

17 Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, 461 (Commemoration) 

19 Joseph, guardian of our Lord (Lesser Festival) 

22 Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, 1758 (Commemoration) 23 

25 Annunciation of Our Lord (Festival) 

29 Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, 1824 (Commemoration) 

31 John Donne, priest, poet, 1631 (Commemoration) W – ELCA Joseph, patriarch (Commemoration) 
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Start with small words like I, a, of, as, he, to, be, etc. 

in the puzzle below the letter "I" in substituted everywhere the letter "R" is found ( 9 places) 

 

  

  

          �
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Here at St. John’s, we are always trying improve (to be cost effective) how we get the news and other 
events out to our church and school members. 
The “VINE” is NOW available on-line for your convenience.  You go to: www.stjohnslutheransi.org, 
click on the Church’s Link and on the left hand side you will find another link “The Vine”.  It’s that easy. 
If you decide to download the “VINE”, please contact the church office, so we can adjust our records. 
This would be a tremendous cost saving advantage to the church and school, to reduce the amount of 
postage being used on the mailings. 
As always, should you have questions, regarding this, please feel free to contact the office between the 
hours of 9 AM – 2 PM, Monday through Thursday. 
 

 
 

Beginning April 6th, there will be silk flower arrangements on the altar.  Fresh flower 
bouquets will continue to be welcome, if you so choose.  Please note your name and 
number of bouquets on the flower chart in the narthex.  Payment for fresh flowers must 
be submitted to the church office TWO (2) weeks ahead. 
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Easter Food Distributions 
St. John’s will be delivering food to numerous households in need this Easter Season. All contributions of 
food, time or money are greatly needed and appreciated. Please bring nonperishable food items such as 
canned vegetables, fruits, soups, etc. to the church or school by Sunday March 9, 2008. Any donated 
money may be placed in the Hunger Box at church or sent to the church office, designated for the hunger 
fund. If you are interested in assisting in the sorting or delivery of the food please contact Nick Abugel, 
Acting Chairman Board of Social Ministry at 718-442-2976.  
Please remember the following dates;  March 9  Final Collection 
       March16  Palm Sunday, Distribution 
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Holy Week Schedule 

 
March 20th-Holy (Maundy) Thursday – Worship at 11:00 A.M. 

Worship at 7:00 P.M.  – Early Communion Class Receives First      Communion at 
7:00 P.M. Service 

 
March 21st-Good Friday – Worship at 11:00 A.M. 
                              7:00 P.M.  (Holy Communion and Tenebrae Service)  
 
March 22nd-Holy Saturday – The Vigil of Easter – 5:00 P.M. (Holy Communion) 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
March 23, 2008 

 
Easter Sunrise Worship – 6:00 A.M. (Outside Weather Permitting) 
 
Easter Breakfast – 7:00 A.M. 
 
Festive Worship – 8:00 A.M. (With Holy Communion) 
 
Festive Worship – 10:45 A.M. (With Holy Communion) 
 
 

 
New Sunday Morning Bible Study 

“Friendship Ablaze!” 
Starts March 30th 

 
Beginning March 30th Pastor Lohmeyer will be leading a new Bible Study during the Family Educational 
Hour titled “Friendship Ablaze!” in the church sanctuary.  This five part Bible Study will help 
participants develop skills for connecting friends to Jesus and how to use these tools in everyday 
situations and conversations.  The class begins at 9:15 and everyone is welcome to attend.  
 
 

The bowling trip is scheduled for April 18th not March 14th 
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God Bless the Family of: 
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PLANT ORDER FORM  
 

To place lilies and/or plants at the altar for Easter  Sunday, please fill out the following form and return it to the Church Office 
together with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

 
 

Order must be in the church office no later than March 12, 2008 
 
 

# of Lilies:______at $7.00 per plant=______ 
 

# of Plants:______at $7.00 per plant=______ 
 

In memory of: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                        
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________                              
 
In honor of: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by-
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Check one:  
 

____I will pick up my plant after the 10:45 service 
 

or 
 

____Please deliver my plant to a St. John’s “shut-in” 
 

 
Total amount enclosed for Easter plants: ______________ 

�
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March  2008 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 
   

   
 
   

   
 
   

   
 
   

   
 
   

   
 
   

 1 
5:00P Divine Service 
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Lutheran School Week 
   

 3 
 
   
 
 
 
Gr. 4 NYS Math 
 
 
Lutheran School Week 
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Gr. 4 NYS Math 
Lutheran School Week 
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7P Worship   
Gr. 4 NYS Math 
 
Lutheran School Week 
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Gr.4,8 NYS Math   
Lutheran School Week 

 7 
Staff  Development 
   
NO SCHOOL 
 
7:30P Adult Game Night 
 
 
Lutheran School Week 

 8 
 
  5:00P Divine Service 
 
 
 
 
 
Lutheran School Week 
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 10 
 
   Gr. 8 NYS Math  
 
DEADLINE FOR VINE 
7:30P LWML Block Sale 
Planning-Church 

�$$�
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 12 
5th-8th Grade Assembly 
   Gr. 8 NYS Math  
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�
7P Worship   
 
7th Grade Bake Sale 

 13 
 9:30ABreakfast Bible 
Study 
 

 14 
 
  Fashion Show 6:30PM 

 15 
 
 
2:00P Early Communion with 
Parents 
 
 5:00P Divine Service 
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 Palm Sunday 

 17 
 
   
 
 
St. Patrick’s Day 

�$%�
 
 �' �  &�"�
�:"�
	���
��� ;$�� �!�!���	�
��#��<�
' �	 ;%	� ��
����
����%�  !�&���	�#���
�
�
 

 19 
 
  6th Grade Bake Sale 
3:30P Early Communion 
Make-up Class 

 20 
 
11:00Am Worship   
 
Maundy (Holy)Thursday 
NO SCHOOL 
 
7:00P Worship 

 21 
 
  11:00A Worship 
 
Good Friday 
NO SCHOOL 
 
7:00P Worship 

 22 
Holy Saturday 
  5:00P Easter Vigil 
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Easter Sunday 

 24 
 
   
 
 
 
NO SCHOOL 
EASTER VACATION 

��! �
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NO SCHOOL 
EASTER VACATION 

 26 
 
   
 
 
 
NO SCHOOL 
EASTER VACATION 

 27 
 
  
 
 
 
NO SCHOOL 
EASTER VACATION 

 28 
 
   
 
 
 
NO SCHOOL 
EASTER VACATION 

 29 
 
  5:00P Divine Service 
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 31 
 
  Back to School 
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