The Vine

January 2008
MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to lovingly proclaim
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What Will Define You?

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom...” Colossians 4:16

“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” 1
Timothy 4:13

“Many imagine that when they have heard or read God’s Word once, they no longer need it but
know absolutely everything. They are poor pupils of the Scriptures.” Martin Luther

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s Lutheran,

It has been said, “You are what you eat.” It could also be said you are what you read;
you are what watch on TV. The point is that there are many things which define who we are.
When we talk about “spiritual formation” we are thinking about those things which not only
define who we are and how we live our lives, we are also considering those things which make
us who we are.

As we begin 2008, I believe that a good question for each of us to ask ourselves is; “What
defines me as a person?” In other words who do people see when they see me and what is it that
defines me. Since I am writing from a Christian perspective, I want to discuss spiritual
formation and how that will define who you are and its impact upon you in 2008.

Spiritual formation is the progressive patterning of a person’s inner and outer life
according to the image of Christ through intentional means of spiritual growth. Dr. Benke,
president of the Atlantic District has said that “the need for spiritual and ministry revitalization at
St. John’s is great.”” That means there is a strong need for an intentional focus on spiritual
growth. Whether we are speaking about our parish or ourselves, we are who we are because of
what has been shaping and molding us. The suggestion is that our low level of spirituality as a
parish is the direct result of what we are putting inside us spiritually speaking or not putting
inside us.

Spiritual growth is no accident, but rather it takes place when intentional measures are
taken to promote it. As members of the St. John’s community, we make clear-cut choices in
regards to our spirituality. If we make the choice to avoid worship, then there is a negative effect



on our spirituality. When we make the choice to not to join a Bible study group, then we am
saying that we have no desire to grow spiritually or at least don’t want to make an effort to do so.
If we never pick up our Bibles and read them, then it will be very difficult to define us as
spiritually sound people.

How important is spiritual growth? It’s a matter of life and death. Just as no plant can
survive without taking in nourishment; neither can anyone survive spiritually with taking in
nourishment. There are many references to the spiritually dead in the Bible. Often times the
spiritually healthy in the Bible are known for the amount of fruit they produce and the spiritually
dead for what they fail to produce. Someone’s activity or lack of it in the church, their
stewardship activity or lack of it is examples of producing or not producing fruit. Our zeal for
missions and desire or lack of it to serve say much about our spiritually and define who we are as
God’s children.

How will you be defined in 2008? As a spiritual person who is continuing to grow and
becoming more and more Christ like? How will our parish be defined in the future, as spiritually
alive or in great need of spiritual revitalization? You the members of the St. John’s community
will have to make a decision as to what you will be defined as in the coming year. One thing is
certain; the choices you make will determine how you will be defined. What you eat and drink
and read spiritually speaking, goes a long ways towards defining who you are.

Judy and I take this opportunity to thank you for your prayers and support this past year,
and pray that you will have a Blessed New Year!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Richard Lohmeyer, Pastor

Deadline for the February 2008 Vine will be January 14, 2004



By the time you have received this issue of the VINE the Advent season, starting a new
church year, will have passed by with the celebration of Christmas and New Year’s.

The month of November was also a busy time with a new celebration event called
“Consecrated Stewards Sunday”. We learned numerous things including:

-churches that take offerings receive about 1.5% of their members’ income
- pledging churches, receive about 2.9% of their members’ income
-percentage giving churches receive about 4.6% of their members’ income

A question at this point might be....what percentage of your income do you believe
GOD is calling you to give?

We then moved into the celebration of Thanksgiving. Another question....are you
thankful enough that the blessings GOD has showered upon you will change your
lifestyle to one of THANKSLIVING?

During Advent we prepared for the birth of Jesus. Our precious Savior, the author and
Finisher of our faith was brought to us in the form of an infant. Following His short time
on earth, He went to the cross, to suffer and die and rise again on the greatest day of
history for ALL mankind, EASTER SUNDAY.

We move into a New Year, with our church in a crisis situation, yet, with hope in our
hearts, will we become that vibrant, spirit-filled, bible reading, bible studying, gospel
outreach congregation that good stewards should be? Or will we continue our divisions,
factions, our back biting and gossiping; etc. playing right into the hands of Satan?
Scripture tells us when the Spirit moves, Satan scurries away.

May we be led to repentance, filled with the Holy Spirit and become good stewards on
God’s Earth, setting an example for everyone we come in contact with, that they too be
come good stewards. AMEN.

The Stewardship Committee

Deadline for the February 2008 Vine will be January 14, 2007

From Our Church Fathens



Reading IV: Dr. Martin Luther (remarks based on Isaiah Chapter 46)

Here you see the comparison. How could God speak more sweetly than in
transferring a mother’s experiences to Himself, and the most concerned
experience is carrying a child in the womb. The highest honor should be
given to her who is pregnant. Here consider God’s zeal and care for us. Is
not the maternal instinct constantly concerned about the infant? So God
cares for us with and everlasting maternal heart and feeling....The fetus
knows no concern. All the concern is in the mother, who looks after her
tender belly. So God is likewise concerned for us, Therefore He wants to
say: “Leave your cares, which look for ways of escape and other places of
refuge. Come to Me, | will carry you in MY womb.” The uterus and womb
of God is the divine Word, by which we are fashioned and borne, as Paul
says to the Galatians [4:19], “My little children, with whom | am again in
childbirth until Christ be formed in you!”...It is an outstanding and very firm
comfort for the godly that God cares for us. Therefore we must strive with
a single heart that we abide in the Word. The Lord will reject no one,
however weak, if only we cling to the Word, the womb of God. Thus, then,
we must believe in our weakness that we are borne in the womb of God,
who will care for us with supreme devotion and will never reject us....

These are supreme consolations. they should be written in golden letters.

Let us just cling to the Word alone, and we shall have God as a mother
who feeds us and carries us and frees us from all evils.

Deadline for the February 2008 Vine will be January 14, 2007



St. Jobhn's Evangelical Lutheran Church

Social Minigtry
The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank all the people at the Church and School who
contributed food and donated Christmas presents to needy families during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas Holidays. Also special thanks to all who helped sort, package and deliver the goods.

Principal’s Gorner

A new year, a new you!ll Interestingly enough it gives us all time to start
fresh.



Set some new goals, try some new ideas and look to formulating a positive

new you.

Mrs. Palisay
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PTL Corngr

We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday.

Saturday Jan 12 open house at St Johns 11am - 2pm please tell a

friend
Tuesday Jan 15 PTL meeting at 7:30

Wed Jan 23rd Literacy Night in the school gym

Please note the deadline for the February Vine, must be
submitted no later than January 14" before 12:00PM.
Due to the amount of material that must be handled-no exceptions
can be made. Thanking you all in advance for
your kind cooperation. Please email articles to
churchoffice@stjohnslutheransi.org
Church Office Hours 9 am-2 pm

Padies Cuild

Thursday, January 3, 2007. Meeting in the church basement.

celebrate the New Year with us.

All ladies welcome

What's happening in school!

Come



Art Ed. At St. John’s Lutheran Elementary

We have been very busy during art class at St. John’s. All of the mosaic tiles, over
230, have been painted and professionally fired. These beautiful pieces are eagerly
waiting to be displayed and admired! The date of the installment is to be announced!
We’ll keep you posted.

In November, our first visiting artist shared his craft with our seventh grade. Mr.
Schwenker, a stained glass artist of twenty five years, gave a demonstration of the
creation of a sun catcher. Using a soldering iron, solder, and various other tools, Mr.
Schwenker dazzled the seventh grade as he constructed a glistening sailboat. The
seventh graders were studying stained glass and the use of radial designs in art. The
students were amazed by the process and tools used to manufacture stained glass and
one commented, “That is so awesome!!” We are tremendously grateful to Mr.
Schwenker for his time and willingness to share his gift.

On Wednesday December 19", we will be giving a 9 A.M. assembly on the work of
Henri Rousseau. “The Teacher’s Discovery Traveling Exhibit,” featuring the
fascinating paintings of Henri Rousseau, will be displayed at St. John’s Lutheran
Elementary. The students will be giving a short presentation, as well as singing a few
tunes! A gallery of student work related to our month-long unit on Rousseau will also
be open to the public. This opportunity was made possible by the P.T.&L. whose
efforts continue to support a cultural enriched curriculum at St. John’s Lutheran.



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND

ANNIVERSARIES
Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary
5 Beverly Heming 23 Sharon & Steven Adamo
Brigitte Hermann 28 Dorothy & Ferdinand Fiore

8 Rita Maone

13 Diane Reich
Anthony Ventrone

18 Kim Peters

Giving Page for December 2007

Expansion Fund............coooiiiiiiiir e $1.00
Thanksgiving Fund...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiirscrrrr e $648.00
Advent Offering.......cccvviiiiiii $27.00
December (to date) Gross Plate Offerings................. $10,862.00

SAINTS AND CHURCH DATES IN JANUARY

« 1HOLY NAME OF JESUS
« 2 JOHANN KONRAD WILHELM LOHE
« 6 EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
o 10 BASIL THE GREAT, BISHOP OF CAESAREA, 379; GREGORY OF
NAZIANZUS,
o BISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE, C. 389; GREGORY, BISHOP OF
NYSSA, C. 385
o 18 CONFESSION OF SAINT PETER
» 20 SARAH, MATRIARCH
o 24 SAINT TIMOTHY, PASTOR
o 25 CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL
o 26 SAINT TITUS, PASTOR
o 27 JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, BISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE, 407



Breakfast with Santa
December 15, 2007
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KID'S GORNE
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Adults Playhouse

Sudoku doesn't require any special math skills or calculations. It is a simple and fun
game of logic -- all that's needed is brains and concentration.There is really only
one rule to Sudoku: Fill in the game board so that the numbers 1 through 9 occur
exactly once in each row, column, and 3x3 box. The numbers can appear in any
order and diagonals are not considered. Your initial game board will consist of
several numbers that are already placed. Those numbers cannot be changed. Your
goal is to fill in the empty squares following the simple rule above.Many of the
games available on Sudoku.com feature unique twists on Sudoku basics.
Experiment with the different Sudoku games and discover these exciting variations!

‘ How to Solve Sudoku Puzzles
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1. Fill the grid so that the numbers 1 through 9 appear in each row.2. Fill the grid
so that the numbers 1 through 9 appear in each column.3. Fill the grid so that the
numbers 1 through 9 appear in each 3x3 box.4. A complete Sudoku puzzle contains
the numbers 1 through 9 in every row, column, and 3x3 box.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Office:

The church office is looking for donations to purchase
a new folding machine. The folding machine in the
office is not working. In order to keep up with the
demands of the church and school it is imperative to
keep our equipment updated and in good working
order.

Martin Yale Folding machine
Model number 1501X-Auto folder

The aprroximate price is $600.00.
Any and all donations will be greatly appreciated.
Please send your donations to the church office,

located at 663 Manor Road, Staten Island, NVY 10314,
Attention: Church Office/Folding Machine
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Parent Confirmation Meeting January 16

Pastor Lohmeyer is asking all parents of the members of the Confirmation Class to meet with
him and a member of the Board of Elders on Wednesday, January 16, 2008 for an update on the
progress of the students. There will also be a discussion concerning Confirmation Day and other
issues including needed requirements. This meeting must be attended by all parents of the
members of the Confirmation Class. If there are questions please contact Pastor Lohmeyer.

Parents Early Communion Class Meeting January 23

Early Communion instructions will given by Pastor Lohmeyer during the Lenten Season which
begins February 6". The Early Communion instruction is open to all young people age 10 (5™
grade) or older. Pastor Lohmeyer is asking all parents who wish to enroll their children in the
Early Communion Class this year to meet with him on the evening of January 23, 2008 at 7:30
p.m. in the 7™ grade class room. Complete information about the instruction will be presented at
the meeting along with requirement for the completions of the class. All questions should be
directed to Pastor Lohmeyer at the Church Office.

V
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The celebration of the new year is one of the oldest holidays.
Many believe it was first observed in ancient Babylon about 4000
years ago it marked the first New Moon after the Vernal Equinox.
The Babylonian new year celebration lasted for eleven days.
How did New Years Day move from the summer to the winter? A
good question, especially since the spring is the season of
rebirth, of planting new crops, and of blossoming. Today New
years Day is January 1st.

The month of January was named for their god, Janus, who is
pictured with two heads. One looks forward, the other back,
symbolizing a break between the old and new. The Greeks
paraded a baby in a basket to represent the spirit of fertility.
Christians adopted this symbol as the birth of the baby Jesus
and continued what started as a pagan ritual. Today our New
Year's symbols are a newborn baby starting the next year and an
old man winding up the last year.

Not all countries celebrate New Year at the same time, nor in the
same way. This is because people in different parts of the world
use different calendars. Long ago, people divided time into days,
months, and years. Some calendars are based on the movement
of the moon, others are based on the position of the sun, while
others are based on both the sun and the moon. All over the
world, there are special beliefs about New Year.

The Jewish New Year is called Rosh Hashanah. It is a holy time
when people reflect on the things done wrong in the past, with a
promise to do better in the future. Religious services are held in
synagogues, and an instrument called a Shofar, which is made
from a ram's horn is played. Children are given new clothes, and
New Year loaves are baked and fruit is eaten to remind people of
harvest time.

The Chinese New Year is celebrated some time between
January 17 and February 19, at the time of the new moon, and it
is called Yuan Tan. It is celebrated by Chinese people all over
the world, and street parades are an exciting part of their New
Year. At the Festival of Lanterns thousands of lanterns are used
to light the way for the New Year. The Chinese people believe
that there are evil spirits around at New Year, so they let off
firecrackers to frighten the spirits away. Sometimes they seal
their windows and doors with paper to keep the evil spirits out.

The traditions of the season include the making of New Year's
resolutions. Making a resolutions to change some part of one's
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life also dates back to the early Babylonians. Today most people
promise to lose weight or quit smoking.

Our ancestors thought that one could affect the luck they would
have throughout the coming year by what they did or ate on the
first day of the year. It has become common for folks to celebrate
the first few minutes of a brand new year in the company of
family and friends.

New Year foods are also thought to bring luck. Many cultures
believe that anything in the shape of a ring is good luck, because
it symbolizes "coming full circle," completing a year's cycle.
Some put coins in black-eyed peas and the person who gets the
coin in their meal will be prosperous in the coming year.

16



History of New Years

The celebration of the new year is one of the oldest holidays. Many believe it was first observed in ancient
Babylon about 4000 years ago it marked the first New Moon after the Vernal Equinox. The Babylonian
new year celebration lasted for eleven days. How did New Years Day move from the summer to the
winter? A good question, especially since the spring is the season of rebirth, of planting new crops, and of
blossoming. Today New years Day is January 1st.

The month of January was named for their god, Janus, who is pictured with two heads. One looks
forward, the other back, symbolizing a break between the old and new. The Greeks paraded a baby in a
basket to represent the spirit of fertility. Christians adopted this symbol as the birth of the baby Jesus and
continued what started as a pagan ritual. Today our New Year's symbols are a newborn baby starting the
next year and an old man winding up the last year.

Not all countries celebrate New Year at the same time, nor in the same way. This is because people in
different parts of the world use different calendars. Long ago, people divided time into days, months, and
years. Some calendars are based on the movement of the moon, others are based on the position of the
sun, while others are based on both the sun and the moon. All over the world, there are special beliefs
about New Year.

The Jewish New Year is called Rosh Hashanah. It is a holy time when people reflect on the things done
wrong in the past, with a promise to do better in the future. Religious services are held in synagogues,
and an instrument called a Shofar, which is made from a ram's horn is played. Children are given new
clothes, and New Year loaves are baked and fruit is eaten to remind people of harvest time.

The Chinese New Year is celebrated some time between January 17 and February 19, at the time of the
new moon, and it is called Yuan Tan. It is celebrated by Chinese people all over the world, and street
parades are an exciting part of their New Year. At the Festival of Lanterns thousands of lanterns are used
to light the way for the New Year. The Chinese people believe that there are evil spirits around at New
Year, so they let off firecrackers to frighten the spirits away. Sometimes they seal their windows and
doors with paper to keep the evil spirits out.

The traditions of the season include the making of New Year's resolutions. Making a resolutions to
change some part of one's life also dates back to the early Babylonians. Today most people promise to
lose weight or quit smoking.

Our ancestors thought that one could affect the luck they would have throughout the coming year by what
they did or ate on the first day of the year. It has become common for folks to celebrate the first few
minutes of a brand new year in the company of family and friends.

New Year foods are also thought to bring luck. Many cultures believe that anything in the shape of a ring

is good luck, because it symbolizes "coming full circle," completing a year's cycle. Some put coins in
black-eyed peas and the person who gets the coin in their meal will be prosperous in the coming year.
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Staten Island, NY 10314
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God Bless the Family of:

Fhe January Vine 2008
The Newsletter of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran church & School

Divine Service:

Tuesday: 7:30 PM at the Church
Saturday: 5:00 PM at the Church
Sunday: 8:00 AM & 10:45 AM at the church
Family Education Hour: 9:15 AM at the church
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Church:
216 Jewett Avenue (Corner of Jewett & Post)
Staten Island, NY 10302 (no mail)
Email: churchoffice@stjohnslutheransi.org

School & Church Office
663 Manor Road, Staten Island, NY 10314
School Email: schooloffice@stjohnslutheransi.org
Website: www.stjohnslutheransi.org
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What's happening in school!

Art Ed. At St. John’s Lutheran Elementary

We have been very busy during art class at St. John’s. All of the mosaic tiles, over
230, have been painted and professionally fired. These beautiful pieces are eagerly
waiting to be displayed and admired! The date of the installment is to be announced!
We’ll keep you posted.

In November, our first visiting artist shared his craft with our seventh grade. Mr.
Schwenker, a stained glass artist of twenty five years, gave a demonstration of the
creation of a sun catcher. Using a soldering iron, solder, and various other tools, Mr.
Schwenker dazzled the seventh grade as he constructed a glistening sailboat. The
seventh graders were studying stained glass and the use of radial designs in art. The
students were amazed by the process and tools used to manufacture stained glass and
one commented, “That is so awesome!!” We are tremendously grateful to Mr.
Schwenker for his time and willingness to share his gift.

On Wednesday December 19", we will be giving a 9 A.M. assembly on the work of
Henri Rousseau. “The Teacher’s Discovery Traveling Exhibit,” featuring the
fascinating paintings of Henri Rousseau, will be displayed at St. John’s Lutheran
Elementary. The students will be giving a short presentation, as well as singing a few
tunes! A gallery of student work related to our month-long unit on Rousseau will also
be open to the public. This opportunity was made possible by the P.T.&L. whose
efforts continue to support a cultural enriched curriculum at St. John’s Lutheran.
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Deadline for the February 2008 Vine will be January 14, 2007
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Sunday

6

8:00A Divine Service
9:15A SS & BS

10:45A Divine Service

Epiphany of our Lord

13

8:00A Divine Service
9:15A SS & BS

10:45A Divine Service

20

8:00A Divine Service
9:15A SS & BS

10:45A Divine Service
5:00P Pot Luck

5:00P Odyssey of St.
Paul-Part 1

27

8:00A Divine Service
9:15A SS & BS

10:45A Divine Service

Monday

7
7:30P Bd. of Christian
Ed Meeting

NYS ELA test for
3rd, 4ih & 5th

14

NYS ELA test for
6th, 7th & 8th

21
NO SCHOOL

MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.

28

January 2008

Tuesday

Holy Name of Jesus

8
10:00A Mary/Martha
8:00P Adult Choir

NYS ELA test for
3rd, 4ih & 5th

15

9:30A Exec. Bd
Meeting

7:30P PTL Meeting
10:00A Mary/Martha
8:00P Adult Choir

NYS ELA test for
6th, 7th & 8th

22
10:00A Mary/Martha
8:00P Adult Choir

29
10:00A Mary/Martha
8:00P Adult Choir

Wednesday

2

1st Day of School
Bake Sale-PTL
Spelling Bee after
Chapel

Johann Konrad
Wilhelm Lohe

9

NYS ELA test for
3rd, 4th & 5th

16

5th Grade Bake Sale
Mad Science gr.
PreK-4 after chapel
7:30P Confirmation
Parent Meeting at
School

NYS ELA test for

6th, 7th & 8th

23

4t grade Bake Sale
Book Fair

Literacy Night-7PM
7:30P Early
Communion Parent
Meeting

30
Report Cards
3rd grade Bake Sale

24

Thursday

3

9:30ABreakfast Bible
Study

7:30P Ladies Guild

10

9:30A BBS

7:30P Ladies Guild
8th Gr. Cap & Gown
Pics

NYS ELA test for-

3rd, 4t & 5th

17

9:30ABreakfast Bible
Study

7:30P Ladies Guild
7:30P Church Council
Meeting

NYS ELA test for

6th, 7th & 8th

24

9:30ABreakfast Bible
Study

7:30P Ladies Guild
End of Marking Period

Saint Timothy, pastor

31

9:30ABreakfast Bible
Study

7:30P Ladies Guild

Friday

NYS ELA test for
3d, 4th & 5th

18

NYS ELA test for
6Thl 7Th & 8Th

Confession of St. Peter

25

Conversion of Saint

Paul

Saturday

5
5:00P Divine Service

12
Open House/School

10 AM-2 PM
5:00P Divine Service

19
5:00P Divine Service

26
5:00P Divine Service

Saint Titus, pastor
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